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Sermon for Next Suncay

FIRST COMMUNION

22While they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “Take it; this is my body.” “*Then he took the cup, gave thanks and
offered it to them, and they all drank from it. “*“This is my blood of the covenant, which is
poured out for many,” he said to them. **¥] tell you the truth, | will not drink again of the
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it anew in the kingdom of God.” *When they had
sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. (Mark 14:22~26)

he first Communion took place in an upper room with Jesus

Christ and His disciples around twenty centuries ago. It
continued through the early church years and continues today
until Christ's return. Qur church celebrates Communion seven
times a year and today being the first day and first Sunday of the
New Year 2012 it seems a fitting time to commemorate this
remarkable Christian privilege. The symbols of this celebration
are very significant. The bread represents the body of Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, “Then Jesus declared, 'l am the bread of
life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who
believes in me will never be thirsty’“(Jn. 6:35). The cup
represents the blood of Christ shed on the cross, “'This is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many,” he said to
them" (Mk. 14:24). What exactly are we celebrating to start this
New Year of 2012?

We are celebrating our free gift of salvation. The Communion
message is the gospel, “For what | received | passed on to you
as of first importance : that Christ died for our sins according to
the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the
third day according to the Scriptures”(1 Cor. 15:3~4). The gospel
offers free salvation for sinners. It's not based on human wealth,
beauty, or success. The richest people in the world go to hell
without Christ. The most beautiful people in the world go to hell
without Christ. The highly successful athletes, scholars, religious
officials, business partners, etc, all go to hell without Christ. The
gospel declares faith in Christ as the only way to be saved, “For
God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life -+
Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever
rejects the Son will not see life, for Ged's wrath remains on
him"(Jn. 3:16,36). God's grace cannot be earned or made free by
any human effort, “For it is by grace you have been saved,
through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of
God—not by works, so that no one can boast”(Eph. 2:8~9).
Good works cannot bring salvation, Also, Communion does not
bring salvation but rather celebrates it. Communion calls us back
to the cross, "who has saved us and called us to a holy life—not
because of anything we have done but because of his own
purpose and grace. This grace was given us in Christ Jesus
before the beginning of time"(2 Tim. 1:9). Jesus instituted the
Lord's Supper at His last supper, “While they were eating, Jesus
took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying, ‘Take it; this is my body'"(Mk. 14:22). Jesus suffered and
sacrificed His body as payment for our sins. Communion is a
time for Christians to remember His sacrifice and celebrate
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God's grace.

We are celebrating our full forgiveness of sins. When Jesus'
time for the cross came, eleven of the disciples that sat with
Him at the First Communion turned their back on Him. These
faithful men forsook their Lord, “Then everyone deserted him
and fled"(Mk. 14:50). Peter denied Christ three times (Lk.
22:34), Thomas doubted His resurrection (Jn. 20:25), and they all
ran away from Him. They were all sinners, even after serving
Jesus for more than three years! These fearful ones were
forgiven. Peter became a major spokesman for the primitive
church, and when Thomas met the resurrected Jesus, he cried

ut, “My Lord and my God!"(Jn. 20:28). These eleven disciples
all became the nucleus of the dynamic early church. These
fearful ones were completely forgiven. The blood of Jesus
cleanses us from sin, “Then he took the cup, gave thanks and
offered it to them, and they all drank from it, ‘This is my blood of
the covenant, which is poured out for many,’ he said to
them"” (Mk. 14:23~24). Communion is a time for Christians to
remember that they can be fully forgiven, “If we confess our
sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify
us from all unirghteousness”(1 Jn. 1:9).

We are celebrating our fantastic future. Jesus told His
disciples at the First Communion, “| tell you the truth, | will not
drink again of the fruit of the vine until that day when | drink it
anew in the kingdom of God"(Mk. 14:25). Jesus is now in God's
kingdom preparing our eternal homes, and He has promised not
to drink the fruit of the vine until God's salvation plan is finished,
“And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come back and
take you to be with me that you also may be where | am”(Jn.
14:3). All Christians will be with Jesus in God's great kingdom
we call heaven. Isn't that an amazing future to look forward to?
Living with Jesus forever in heaven is the future of God's
children. Revelation 19:9 says, "Then the angel said to me,
‘Write: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper
of the Lamb!’ And he added, 'These are the true words of
God "

My dear friends, have you been invited to the wedding supper
of the Lamb? 1 Corinthians 11:26 says, “For whenever you eat
this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until
he comes.” Let's celebrate this first day of 2012 by proclaiming
the Lord's death that gives us our free salvation, full forgiveness,
and fantastic future. With hearts filled with sincere joy, come
now to the Lord's Table. Amen. i
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