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| Sermon for next week |

ANGEL'S
ANNOUNCEMENT

“tAnd the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for
you have found favor with God. “"And behold, you will
conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you shall name
Him Jesus. “’He will be great, and will be called the Son of
the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne
of His father David; “Yand He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever; and His kingdom will have no end.”(LUKE
1:30~33)

he first chapter of Luke shows Gabriel, an angel of the Lord, delivering

two special announcements concerning God's plans. The first message
came to Zacharias, a priest, while he was performing his duties in the
Temple (v. 11). His good news concerned the birth of John the Baptist. The
second message came to Mary, an engaged virgin, who lived in Nazareth
(v. 26&27). Her good news concerned the birth of the Son of Man. Both
heavenly communications related to the advent of Messiah, God's plan of
salvation. The angel's proclamation of the coming Christ annunciated to
Zacharias and Mary give us the meaning of Christmas.

Gabriel first arrived in the Temple to talk to Zacharias. Apparently, they
talked for some time because the people waiting outside became worried(v.
21). They probably wondered if he had died. Gabriel told Zacharias the good
news about his forthcoming son. He informed him that his name would be
John, and that many would rejoice at his birth{v. 13&14). He also said that
he would be great in the sight of the Lord; and that he would drink no wine
or liguer, and he would be filled with the Holy Spirit while yet in his mother's
wombl(v. 15). Moreover, he let Zacharias know, "It is he who will go as a
forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of
the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the attitude of the
righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for the Lord"(v. 17). Elijah
was the stern prophet who rebuked the idolatrous King Ahab(1 Ki. 21:17-24).
He preached repentance, as John the Baptist would also do. Although
Gabriel gave Zacharias a lot of good news, the key message was that his
future son would be the privileged one to prepare the way for Messiah.

When Zacharias received God's message from Gabriel he was an old man,
and his wife was advanced in years. Their situation caused him to doubt
God's message. Gabriel told him, “1 am Gabriel, who stands in the presence
of God, and | have been sent to speak to you and to bring you this good
news. And behold, you shall be silent and unable to speak until the day
when these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which
will be fulfilled in their proper time“(vwv. 19&20). Sadly, Zacharias’ weak faith
caused him a physical disability that kept him from spreading God's good
news.

Gabriel's second visit was to a lowly, young Jewish woman, named Mary,
who lived in a little town. She was engaged to a man named Joseph, “of
the descendants of David”(v. 27). She received her good news with
wonderful pleasure, and a believing heart. Her dilemma was that she could

not share it with the world because the world would most likely stone her.

In those days, sexual relations prior to marriage were not only strictly
forbidden, but also punishable by death. As such, she could not publicly
announce the most gracious and wonderful news this earth had ever
received.

Zacharias and Mary received the secret of Christianity. “For since in the
wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God,
God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to
save those who believe”(1 Cor. 1:21). God's ways are mysterious. One
would think that such great, good news should be spread over the whole

world to prepare the very best birthing room, palace, and birthday party for
the Son of God. Instead, Gabriel came and explained God's secrets to two
individual who were unable to shout them to the world. He showed up
twice, once to an old man, and then to a young virgin. He gave God's good
news to a priest and a peasant. The old man, God's man, doubted the
message. The poor virgin praised the Lord. Scripture records her song, and
even today, we sing itivv. 46-66). Let us now listen to the words told to
Mary by Gabriel regarding the meaning of Christmas, the secret of
Christianity.

God's message to Mary included two important themes. The first was
that Christ was coming to redeem the world. Gabriel told her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God”{v. 30). The angel called her
by name. The message from heaven was personal. God dedicated it to her,
so she had nothing to fear. He explained that not only her physical body, but
also her heart and soul had received the grace of God. As she listened to
Gabriel's words, she heard, “And behold, you will conceive in your womb
and bear a son”(v. 31). The angel was talking to her about the Old
Testament prophecy, “Behold, a virgin will be with child and bear a son, and
she will call His name Immanuel”, which means God with us(ls. 7:14). Even
though she had never been with a man, the angel tald her she would bear
the Son of God. This good news was not for her only; the whole world
should have been ready to receive it. The Old Testament prophecies clearly
foretold Christ's coming. God's people already knew He would be born of a
virgin in the town of Bethlehem. They should have been eagerly anticipating
His arrival, preparing to receive their King.

Gabriel told Mary that the son she would conceive, by the workings of the
Haly Spirit, would be named “Jesus”, which means the Lord is salvationiv.
31). God chose His name. This Jesus would save “His people from their
sins”(Mt. 1:21). He was coming not to judge the world, “but to save the
world"(Jn. 12:47). Gabriel also told Mary, “He will be great and will be called
the Son of the Most High”(v. 32). This proof of the child's deity cannot
compare or parallel with any other person. God sending his heavenly angel
to deliver this special news gives it maximizing authority. Christ would
come, and He would come to redeem.

Christ would also come to reign, “and the Lord God will give Him the
throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of Jacab forever,
and His kingdom will have no end”(vv. 32&33). Amen! The virgin Mary
received so much blessing news. Jesus would have divine authority. The
throne of David would be His, as promised to David, “The Lord has swomn to
David a truth from which He will not turn back; of the fruit of your body | will
set upon your throne“(Ps. 132:11). He would rule over Jacob's house, “the
descendants of Abraham”, forever! In Jacob's dream, the Lord God
confirmed the Abrahamic covenant to him {see Gn. 28). Moreover, this
Jesus' kingdom would be eternal. [t would have no end. It would never
perish.

How could all these wonders come to happen through a young woman
nobody knew? That is God's way. That is His promise made full from the
Old Testament. Messiah came to this earth as the Son of Man (see Dan.
7:13&14). God chose the virgin Mary to make His promise a reality. The
seed of the woman was Christ(see Gn. 3:15). God had prepared the way.
His love is forever. His sincerity is real. His promises are true. His blessings
cannot be measured by human calculations. God does things His way, and
His ways are mysterious to us. Whoever believes in them will receive His
blessing, “Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; the old ~
things passed away; behold, new things have come”(2 Cor. 5:17). Many
people expect great things from God, but they imagine them their way, not
His. ‘God’s works are different from our ways of thinking. The human
measurement of Christmas does not compare to God's measurement. |If
you measure the meaning of Christmas by human standards, it is stupid.
However, if you believe in the meaning of Christmas, you receive God's
greatest blessing.

My dear friend, Christmas is about the Son of God coming to this earth,
taking the form of human flesh, through the virgin Mary. The Old Testament
foretold its occurrence, and Gabriel's - announcement to Zacharias and Mary
confirmed it. If you open your heart, you can believe it, and the grace of God
will change your life eternally. God's eternal Son made flesh is His plan for
the salvation of His people. His way of saving us is the only way. No matter
how imperfect it may seem, it is the perfect way. It is the way of God.
Please believe it, and let this Christmas reveal your faith. 4
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