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| sermon for Next Sunday ||

EVE'S RELEASE

“Adam had relations with his wife again; and she gave birth to a son, and named him Seth, for,
she said, “God has appointed me another offspring in place of Abel; for Cain killed him.” **To
Seth, to him also a son was born; and he called his name Enosh. Then men began to call upon

the name of the LORD. (Genesis 4:25&25)

oday is Family Sunday, a special time to reflect on an
Timportant part of God's plan. God created the family. He
ordained the home, not the herd. He blessed humans, not
animals. Adam and Eve were the first family He made. Thus,
Eve is literally the mother of us all.(Gen. 3:20) She committed
the first sin, which allowed the curse of death to touch all
humanity. God removed her and Adam from the Garden of Eden
for their benefit. Eve's firstborn son killed her second son. The
stress and guilt of Eve’s situation was tremendous, but God
released her from this pressure through the birth of her third
son, Seth. Let's look at her life outside the Garden and see the
grace of God at work.

Eve's first hope came with the birth of her first child. The Bible
tells us, "Now the man had relations with his wife Eve, and she
conceived and gave birth to Cain, and she said, ‘| have gotten a
manchild with the help of the Lord.""(Gen. 4:1) Her son, her
family, brought her hope. With the help of the Lord, all families
have hope. God created marriage, "“For this reason a man shall
leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and
they shall become one flesh.”(Gen. 2:24) and He blessed that
union, “God blessed them; and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth, and subdue it; and rule over the
fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky and over every
living thing that moves on the earth.”(Gen. 1:28) Just as God
blessed the church with its spiritual fruits through Christ, so He
blessed Eve through her family. He promised that her seed
would bruise Satan on the head.(Gen. 3:15) With the birth of her
first son, God's family blessings began.

Eve's hope soon turned to a mother's heartache. The joys of
giving birth, watching her little boy take his first steps, and say
his first words were a treasured blessing. Her blessing of
motherhood soon included another son, whom she named Abel
Do you think their home was filled with happy singing and
family love? No. Cain became a farmer and Abel a shepherd,
and Cain killed Abel, "And it came about when they were in the
field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother and killed
him."(Gen. 4:8) The Bible does not tell us how Cain killed Abel,
but we do know that whatever weapon he used had the same
effect on his mother's heart. Our sin always bruises others. It

always affects those we love. We cannot imagine the heartache
and misery Eve experienced. The pain and suffering of losing a
child is hard enough, but to have the cause of death be at the
purposeful hands of your firstborn is tragic. Eve lost all hope.
Her family was destroyed. When Jacob heard that his son was
killed by an animal, he tare his clothes, "and put sackcloth on
his loins and mourned for his son many days. Then all his sons
and all his daughters arose to comfort him, but he refused to be
comforted. And he said, 'Surely | will go down to Sheol in
mourning for my son.” So his father wept for him."(Gen.
37:34&35) Parents suffer great sadness over the loss of a child.
Eve had this sad heart and more.

Eve's heartache was turned to the highest of happiness,
“Adam had relations with his wife again; and she gave birth to a
son, and named him Seth, for, she said, ‘God has appointed me
another offspring in place of Abel, for Cain killed him.""(Gen.
4:25) Now, this is a good family. Without the Lord, jealousy kills.
Eve cannot forget her son Abel; she cannot forget Cain killed
him. On her own, she cannot release herself from this reality;
no one can give her relief but God. Only God can bring relief to
great heartache. The grace of God is more than enough for
human hurt. How can one forget Abel’s death and Cain's
violence? Eve recovered through God's recovering love. God's
grace is always sufficient. Seth was born as a substitute for
Abel, just as Christ became our substitute on the cross. Seth
brought Eve great joy, and his son brought revival, "To Seth, to
him also a son was born; and he called his name Enosh. Then
men began to call upon the name of the Lord."(Gen. 4:26)

My dear friend, God meets us where we are. | know today,
here in this worship service that there are many broken families.
| know there are people here who are experiencing deep hurt
and severe depression and feel like there is no one that can
help or relieve the stress. |s your stress more than Eve
endured? She committed sin and was kicked out of the Garden.
Her first son, the one she had so much hope in, turned bad. Her
second son died. She cried and cried to the Lord God and He
met her in her troubled time. He gave her another son. He
relieved her. He encouraged her. God meets the wayward and
calls them to Himself. Amen. §
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