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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

CONVERSION OF A CHIEF SINNER

2 thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful, putting me into service--
51t is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, among
whom I am foremost of all. "“And yet for this reason I found mercy, in order that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ might
demonstrate His perfect patience, as an example for those who would believe in Him for eternal life. ""Now to the King
eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. (1 Timothy 1:12~17)

Pricr to meeting Jesus, Paul described himself as “a blasphemer and a
persecutor and a violent aggressor“(v. 13). He used the worst words
for himself because Jesus endured his sin for a long, long time before
changing him. When Jesus changed Peter from a fisherman into an
apostle an amazing thing happened, three thousand souls were
converted, “So then, those who had received his word were baptized;
and that day there were added about three thousand souls”(Acts. 2:41).
Christianity started spreading so fast through the least likely of sources.
Considering the mission, the resumes of these candidates did not look
good. Paul was a theologian who had killed and imprisoned Christians.
Peter was a poor fisherman without any formal theological education. Yet
these two men met and accepted Jesus as their Savior, and He
transformed them. He changed both of them into powerful and
wanderful instruments for God's kingdom.

As the number of believers increased, the apostles found that they did
not have the time needed to help everyone, so they selected deacons.
Stephen was one of the first chosen, a man “full of grace and power”,
who performed great wonders and signs among God's children {Acts
6:8). Certain Jews disagreed with his preaching, but were "unable to
cope with the wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking"(Acts.
6:10). So, they put forward false witnesses and stirred up enough people
to bring him before the Council, a group of about seventy eiders and
teachers of the Jewish nation. In front of these politically powerful men,
Stephen preached God's word boldly and courageously. He told them,
“You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are
always resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did.
Which one of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed
those who had previously announced the coming of the Righteous One;
whose betrayers and murderers you have now become” (Acts. 7:518&62)
He asked them to repent, but instead they gnashed their teath and “cried
out with a loud voice; and covered their ears and rushed at him with one
impulse”(Acts. 7:57). They dragged him out of Jerusalem and began
stoning him; “and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a
young man named Saul”(Acts. 7:68).

Stephen, whose face and faith were like an angel, died because Paul
was a chief sinner. As the people stoned him, he called on the Lord and
said, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit”(Acts. 7:59)! Then he fell on his
knees and cried out with a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against
them”(Acts. 7:60)! Paul’s pride drove him far from Ged, and the devil
helped him to become more and more-aggressive. After Stephen’s death,
he began ravaging the church, “entering house after house, and dragging
off men and women, he would put them in prison” (Acts 8:3). He was so
infuriated that he even went to the high priest to get legal papers to start
persecuting Christians outside of Jerusalem (Acts. 9:1&2),

On Paul's way to Damascus, where his mission was to find both men
and women belonging to Jesus and bind them up to be brought back to
Jerusalem for persecution, something miraculous happened. Jesus was
waiting for him! He shined a light from heaven around Paul, and he fell to
the ground. Jesus asked him, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting

me*(Acts. 9:4)? At this moment, he knew the Lord of the Old Testament,
whom he had attempted so zealously to serve, was Jesus of Nazareth,
whom he had so ferociously persecuted through His saints. Jesus’
authority smashed his pride, forcing him on his knees to ask, “Who are
you Lord”(Acts. 9:5)7 When Jesus told him who He was, can you
imagine how Paul felt? He is doing the worst things in the world. He
realizes he is a terrible, terrible sinner. His character would never allow
him to hurt God's people, but now he finds out that he was against God
and His lovely grace. He became blind and could not touch food or water.
His heart cried out to God in sorrow. After three days, Jesus sent His
disciple Ananias to heal his blindness and baptize him so that the Holy
Spirit could fill him. Jesus told Ananias, “Go, for he is a chosen
instrument of Mine, to bear My name before the Gentiles and kings and
the sons of Israel; for | will show him how much he must suffer for My
name's sake” (Acts. 9:15&16).

Jesus changed Paul from a chief sinner to a great apostle. He became
one of the best preachers of faith. He said, “I thank Christ Jesus our
Lord, who has strengthened me, because He considered me faithful,
putting me into service... and the grace of our Lord was more than
abundant, with the faith and love which are found in Christ Jesus“(vv. 12-
14). He dedicated his whole life to the gespel. Even under severe
persecution and suffering, he followed Jesus. He said, "For | am not
ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes”(Rom. 1:16). No matter how dangerous the
situation was to his personal well-being, he took every opportunity to
open the gospel to others. He cared more about Jesus than anything
else. His life in Christ was a life of faith. He told Timothy, “But you, be
sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill
your ministry. For | am already being poured out as a drink offering, and
the time of my deperture has come. | have fought the good fight, | have
finished the course, | have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
award to me on that day; and not only to me, but alse to all who have
loved His appearing” (2 Tim. 4:5-8).

Right after Paul met Jesus, he went the way of faith. He said, "It is a
trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came
into the world to save sinners, among whom | am foremost of all. Yet for
this reason | found mercy, so that in me as the foremost, Jesus Christ
might demonstrate His perfect patience as an example for those who
would believe in Him for eternal life"(vv. 15&186). He was so thankful to
find Jesus. He knew how guilty he was, but he also knew how much
grace was in Jesus Christ, After receiving Jesus, he spent his whole life
proclaiming His grace, “Now to the King eternal, immeortal, invisible, the
only God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen”(v. 17)

My dear friend, if you want a conversion experience you have to realize
that you are a sinner. You have to understand how bad you actually are;
otherwise, the good news will not be good news. Please drop your pride,
open your heart, and let Jesus fill you with His Holy Spirit, so that you can
experience and share the love and joy of God's wonderful grace. 4
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