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Sermon for Next Sunda

THE WITNESS OF A LOVING SPIRIT

" Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. ®The one who does not love does not know Gaod, for God is love. - “If someone says, “I love God,”
and hates his brother, he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has seen,

cannot love God whom he has not seen. “’And this commandment we have from Him,
that the one who loves God should love his brother also. (1 John 4:7~21)

oday's Bible message comes from one of John's greatest
T passages. He is the author of five biblical books: The Gospel of
John, 1 John, 2 John, 3 John, and Revelation. All five books
emphasize the ministry of Jesus Christ, which is why they are
extensively used for evangelism and Christian growth. Now
believers are often advised to read the gospel of John first, then his
epistles to learn how to live with the assurance of salvation, and
finally the book of Revelation to discover God's wonderful prophetic
plan. John's biblical writings flow with God's love. He was the most
beloved disciple of Jesus Christ. His most popular verse, "For Ged
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life”
explains the entire gospel in a single sentence (Jn. 3:16})! John's
witness of God's love is so beautifully emphasized in today's Bible
passage. Let’s understand the kind of love John witnessed.

The witness of a true loving spirit sees God's great love for us,
“We have come to know and have believed the love which God has
for us. God is love, and the one who abides in love abides in Ged,
and God abides in him”(1 Jn. 4:16). God is love! To live a love-filled
life is to be God-filled! God's love for us is so great that it builds
within each believer such a strong relationship, “See how great a
love the Father has bestowed on us, that we would be called
children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world dees not
know us, because it did not know Him“(1 Jn. 3:1). Jesus called John
and his brother James while they were fishing (Mk. 1:19~20). They
both immediately left their work and families to be with Him. There
was something very special about that call of love that John and
Jesus’ other disciples could not resist. How blessed they were to be
called by Christ! John could not reject Jesus' invitation because
Jesus' love was too strong. He walked with Jesus for three and a
half years, and witnessed God'’s love in action. He learned about the
practice of love from Jesus. When a village of the Samaritans
rejected Christ, John and his brother said, “Lord, do You want us to
command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?"(Lk.
9:54). Jesus rebuked them and said, "You do not know what kind of
spirit you are of; for the Son of Man did not come to destroy men's
lives, but to save them”(Lk. 9:556~56). John learned how Jesus
loved people, like the Samaritan woman at the well (Jn. 4:7~30) and
the adulteress at the temple (Jn. 8:10~11). John watched and
listened to Jesus, and he saw how Jesus handled all different kinds
of people. He witnessed God's great and real love for us.

" The witness of a true loving spirit sees the need to love others,
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God; and
everyone who loves is born of God and knows God. The one who
does not love does not know God, for God is love"(1 Jn. 4:7~8).
God is love! He wants us to share His love with other believers,
“Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another” (1
Jn. 4:11). John said, “We know that we have passed out of death

into life, because we love the brethren. He who does not love
abides in death. Everyone who hates his brother is a murderer; and
you know that no murderer has eternal life abiding in him. We know
love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we ought to lay
down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods,
and sees his brother in need and closes his heart against him, how
does the love of God abide in him? Little children, let us not love
with word or with tongue, but in deed and truth”(1 Jn. 3:14~18).
Self-sacrificing love is required of believers. Though not many are
called on to sacrifice their physical lives, all can give sacrificially of
their physical resources. You've passed out of death into life when
you love other Christians. The proof is in your love. It is an
unmistakable mark of salvation. We cannot love God and hate our
brothers and sisters in Christ. Here we find a very strong word,
‘murderer’, to describe those who don't love their brethren. We can
know all the facts of the gospel, but if we don't practice our faith we
can be spiritually dead. Our spiritual temperature is revealed on the
thermometer of love. Selfishness is the opposite of love.

The witness of a true loving spirit sees the greatest example of
love at the cross, “By this the love of God was manifested in us,
that God has sent His only begotten Son into the world so that we
might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but
that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins”(1 Jn, 4:9~10). The cross is the greatest example of God's
love. Jesus died on the cross to bring salvation tc us. John stood at
the cross and was commissioned by Jesus there, "When Jesus
then saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing
nearby, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold, your son!” Then He
said to the disciple, ‘Behold, your mother!’ From that hour the
disciple took her into his own household”(Jn. 19:26~27). John was
the last disciple to witness Jesus' dying on the cross; all the others
had run away. His witness about the cross is clear, “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life”{Jn. 3:16). He
learned at the cross that God loved him and that God had work for
him'to do. Indeed, God's love is demonstrated in the death of Christ
for us.

My dear friends, how long has it been since you told someone of
Ged's love? What have you done to show your love for other
Christians? Does the love of God motivate you and empower you to
witness about the cross? Let's remember, “There is no fear in love;
but perfect love casts out fear, because fear involves punishment,
and the one who fears is not perfected in love. We love, because He
first loved us. If someone says, ‘| love God," and hates his brother,
he is a liar; for the one who does not love his brother whom he has
seen, cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this
commandment we have from Him, that the one who loves God
should love his brother also”(1 Jn. 4:18~21). Amen. |
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