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Sermon for Next Sunda

BROKEN

“One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, with the people crowding around him
and listening to the word of God, ®he saw at the water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen,
who were washing their nets. - “and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners.
Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will catch men.”
uiSo they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed him.

(Luke 5:1~11)

I n today’s Bible passage we find Jesus preaching by the lake
of Gennesaret. As He was standing by the lake the crowd

pressed around Him. He saw two boats lying at the water's -

edge and decided to get into one of them. They were both
empty because the fishermen had completed their day’s work
and were standing nearby cleaning their nets. The boat Jesus
got into was owned by Simon, so Jesus asked Simon to row
out a little way in order to allow Him to teach God's word to
the crowd from the boat. Simon’s boat became a pulpit.
Although this Bible passage doesn’t reveal the context of
Jesus' serman, it does offer us a powerful message about
brokenness.

Jesus was broken from the crowd, “He got into one of the
boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a
little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from
the boat”(Lk. 5:3). Jesus used Simon'’s (called Peter) boat to
preach the word of God for faith. After Jesus finished
preaching He ordered Peter, “Put out into the deep water, and
let down the nets for a catch”(Lk. 5:4). Peter was a professional
fisherman. He had recently finished fishing with little results,
so he wasn't in the best of moods. Jesus’ command made
absolutely no sense to him, and as such probably irritated him.
He had already cleaned his nets, and he knew that there
wasn't going to be any fish biting at this time. He responded to
Jesus’ order, “Master, we've worked hard all night and haven't
caught anything. But because you say so, | will let down the
nets”(Lk. 5:5). He was probably thinking that Jesus was way
off base, but out of respect for His authority he was going to
do what He wanted. Oh, the wondrous things that take place
when we respond to the Word of God with obedient faith!

The fishermen's nets became broken, “When they had done
so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets
began to break” (Lk. 5:6). Simon Peter and his crew had caught
so many fish that they called the second boat over to help, “So
they signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help
them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they
began to sink"(Lk. 5:7). All these fishermen had spent the
night fishing without catching anything. They were tired. [t was
in their weakness that God used them, not in their strength.
Whenever we become tired, even extremely tired, it's at that

time we have our greatest opportunity. Whenever we fail, we
need to remember that it's not a factor if we listen to Jesus. If
your goal seems impossible, it's at that time you should act in
faith. So, next time when you are really tired go to work! Next
time when you have doubts, practice faith because Jesus
Christ is your Lord. Jesus knows what we need and when we
need it. His power is limitless. His blessings cannot compare
with any earthly circumstances.

Simon Peter became a broken man, “When Simon Peter saw
this, he fell at Jesus' knees and said, ‘Go away from me, Lord;
| am a sinful man!""(Lk. 5:8). His resentment and anger. over
Jesus' command for him to go fishing a second time, after not
catching anything the first time, melted away. Even though
Jesus asked him to do the impossible, he listened and did it
without faith. Now he repents because he has realized that
Jesus is Lord and he is a man of weak faith. Jesus warned the
Ephesus church, “Remember the height from which you have
fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not
repent, | will come to you and remove your lampstand from its
place”(Rev. 2:5).

Simon Peter and his partners, James and John, experienced
a broken association, “For he and all his companions were
astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, and so were
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, Simon's partners. Then
Jesus said to Simon, ‘Don't be afraid; from now on you will
catch men.’ So they pulled their boats up on shore, left
everything and followed him”(Lk. 5:9~11). Peter, John, and
James worked as fishermen their entire life, but now that
association was broken. They no longer wanted it; they
preferred to go with Jesus. They all quit the fishing business to
be followers of Jesus. They departed from the pursuit of
earthly things. What a great decision! No longer would their
lives revolve around fishing for fish, but rather now everything
would center on fishing for men. A man’s soul is more valuable
than anything earthly. Peter, John, and James threw away their
boats for Jesus. They put their faith in Him for survival.

My dear friends, what have you left or surrendered for
Jesus? Do you have any broken experiences? Please let Jesus
make you a fisher of men. It's not hard to let go and follow
Jesus when you know He is Lord. Amen. i
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