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The Book of Isaiah is composed of two messages of judgement' and 'res-
toration’. Some people would express it is difficult to read the Book of Isaiah
due to the messages about judgement contained in it. It's because we are
thankful for the words pointing out our mistakes, but we feel uncomfortable
in the image of God who punishes our wrongdoing. On the other hand, the
message about restoration is not only beautiful but also heart-throbbing.
That's why the Book of Isaiah is so profound a book, that is regretful for us
to read roughly, and also difficult to turn over the pages while meditating on
it deeply. Exodus, the first of the two events of restorations in the Old Testa-
ment, means the redemption from bondage of sin, which means to be de-
livered from personal sins. The second restoration event, in broader terms,
Babylonian captivity, means an apocalyptic restoration that will take place at
the end of the world because a nation was exiled in captivity and brought
back. Isaiah who saw the vision responded to the calling of the Lord. God
said 'this wicked generation will be judged. God also said the judgment is not
the end, and though nine-tenths were destroyed and only a tenth remained,
the nation would be surely restored through these remnants called stumps,
Chapter one to thirty-nine among 66 chapters of the Book of Isaiah are
talking about judgement, after chapter 40, which is called the turning point
of the Book of Isaiah, beginning with the word, 'comfort my people, mainly
messages about restoration appear. The core messages of comfort delivered
in the twenty-seven chapters, which are the same as the number of books in
the New Testament, are 'to the ends of the earth' and 'the suffering servant.
The restoration of God is accomplished to the ends of the earth, and the
important person for achieving the work is a 'suffering servant..

The Song of the Suffering Servant

Isaiah 53 is the core song of songs about the suffering servant, and also the
word encountered in Communion. When we are reminded in Communion
that the person punished and stricken is Jesus, grace is more full in us, but in
the time of the prophet Isaiah, it was difficult to know the suffering servant
was Jesus. Jews at that period could not but have doubt about why the Messi-
ah had to suffer, why a great king David or a great leader like Moses had to
be carried to be afflicted and silent like a sheep before its shearers. The event
that can solve this inquiry appears in the New Testament. "Now an angel of
the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that goes
down from Jerusalem to Gaza". The Holy Spirit moved Phillip who pro-
duced great fruits of evangelism in Samaria to meet one person. It was the
very Ethiopian eunuch, (an important official) who visited Jerusalem as a
diplomatic envoy and was going back to his home country. "This is the pas-
sage of Scripture the eunuch was reading: “He was led like a sheep to the
slaughter, and as a lamb before its shearer is silent, so he did not open his
mouth. In his humiliation he was deprived of justice. Who can speak of his
descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.”(Acts 8:32-33a).The Bible
he was reading on the way back home was Isaiah 53. "Then Philip began with
that very passage of Scripture and told him the good news about Jesus."(Acts
8:35). Ethiopian eunuch gained a great sense of enlightenment and confi-
dence of heart that 'the suffering servant' appearing in the Book of Isaiah is
not Isaiah, or not any other, but Jesus by the explanation of Philip and was

even baptized.

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I
will put my Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations. He will not
shout or cry out, or raise his voice in the streets. A bruised reed he will not
break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. In faithfulness he will
bring forth justice; he will not falter or be discouraged till he establishes
justice on earth. In his teaching the islands will put their hope”(Is 42:1-4). Je-

sus himself recognized the suffering servant is Jesus. According to Matthew

Sermon in English Translation

He was Pierced

For Our Transgressions
(Isaiah 53:5-7)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

12, the Pharisees, pointing to Jesus who performed many miracles, asked,
'Who are you?' To this, Jesus answered by quoting Isaiah 42:1-4.

The reason why Jesus had to be the suffering servant.

When I ministered at an immigrant church, I ever visited a museum of
the city of Tokyo when [ visited Japan as an itinerary of mission work. Look-
ing at Japanese society with control and oppression, I suddenly had a thank-
ful heart to Admiral Yi Sun-sin, who fought against, put out the Japanese en-
emies as a representative of our country, and brought peace to our country.
But Jesus to have been representative of us was more than that. It is difficult
even to compare a hero who appeared to solve the shortfalls of a country or
an individual with Jesus. It's because the one who solved the problem of sin
which we cannot bear is Jesus. "But he was pierced for our transgressions, he
was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on
him, and by his wounds we are healed."(v.5). What we can obtain when
someone was stricken with a whip in place of us is to feel no pain, but the
Bible says we are 'healed' by the suffering servant having been whipped. I
hope you accept with faith that we all received the same grace as we are
healed from an incurable disease. If so, why did Jesus have to be the suffer-
ing servant? We should remember that Jesus suffered in order to be truly
connected to us and to be a whole one body, not simply to make a simple
relationship with us. We should realize that we could be healed by Jesus' be-
ing whipped and wounded because we became one body with Jesus. We
could be out of sin because Jesus was crushed.

“He himself bore our sins” in his body on the cross, so that we might die
to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been healed.” For
“you were like sheep going astray,” but now you have returned to the Shep-
herd and Overseer of your souls."(1Pet 2:24-25). The apostle Peter says, when
Jesus bore our sins on the cross, he was completely bound together with us.
It is the principle of jjustification by faith), which is emphasized in Romans.
Because we are connected to Jesus, we are justified through Jesus' righteous-
ness being imputed to us. If Jesus and we are not one body, we will not be
whipped even though 'he' is whipped, nor do we feel pain. However, the Bi-
ble clearly proclaims we are healed by 'his' wounds. My beloved everyone,
are you completely united with Jesus? Because Jesus bore the cross, Jesus was
completely united with us, and his amazing power could appear within us.
Because 'he' was whipped, we are healed. We, who are like lost sheep, have
returned to ‘Him, the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. Those who are
united with Jesus should return to Jesus. The path through which we can re-
turn is always open in Jesus. I hope in the Lord that a new experience of be-
ing completely united with Jesus, the experience which is more profound
than before will take place.
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