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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

WONDERFUL MISSIONARY CHURCH

80 then those who were scattered because of the persecution that occurred in connection with
Stephen made their way to Phoenicia and Cyprus and Antioch, speaking the word to no one except
to Jews alone. “”But there were some of them, men of Cyprus and Cyrene, who came to Antioch
and began speaking to the Greeks also, preaching the Lord Jesus. - “”And in the proportion that
any of the disciples had means, each of them determined to send a contribution for the relief of the
brethren living in Judea. “”And this they did, sending it in charge of Barnabas and Saul to the
elders. (Acts 11:19~30)

he church at Antioch was an amazing church! Its members

were true believers with mighty missionary hearts. At first,
only the Jews in Antioch heard the gospel, but when the
Gentiles in this city heard it, they believed and God made them
a wonderful living church. Antioch quickly replaced Jerusalem
as the number one Christian city, and was the center of the
early missionary activities. In this young church, the followers
of Christ were first called Christians, "and the disciples were
first called Christians in Antioch.” (v. 26) They were a gracious
church that loved missions. They sent out great missionaries.
Our church also loves missions, and we have sent out over
9,500 missionaries. We need to learn from the Antioch church,
so that Choong Hyun can be just as useful, if not more so, for
Jesus Christ.

This wonderful missionary church began when Christ's
followers scattered abroad because of the severe persecution
that occurred in connection with Stephen. (v. 19) Initially, these
believers preached the Lord Jesus to Jews only, but a few
began preaching the word to Gentiles, "And the hand of the
Lord was with them, and a large number who believed turned to
the Lord."{v. 21) The Gentiles' response was so great that the
news about them reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem.
They heard that this church was a living church, not a dead
church filled with social dances and binge games. The church at
Jerusalem sent Barnabas to find out what was going on, “Then
when he arrived, and witnessed the grace of God, he rejoiced
and began to encourage them all with resclute heart to remain
true to the Lord; for he was a good man, and full of the Holy
Spirit and of faith. And considerable numbers were brought to
the Lord."(vv, 23&24) He saw that this church had the word of
God, and sought after Saul to help minister to them. Saul
became one of the key leaders of the Antioch church, “And for
an entire year they met with the church and taught considerable
numbers-...“(v. 26) True Christianity activity was taking place at
this church.

This wonderful missionary church was a spiritually working
church. They had prophets and teachers who ministered to the
Lord and fasted. (Acts 13:1&2) Its members were learning the
word of God, taking care of each other, praying, and listening to
the Holy Spirit. Their hearts were about proclaiming the gospel,

and they obeyed God's word. God sent Barnabas and Saul to
them, and this church greatly loved them, and when God
wanted to send them away for His purposes, they let them go.
They heard the Holy Spirit's voice, “Set apart for Me Barnabas
and Saul for the work to which | have called them."(Acts 13:2)
The church at Antioch fasted and prayed and laid their hands on
Barnabas and Saul. (Acts 13:3) They sent them away with
hearts for the Lord, not themselves. Indeed, they acted like a
true spiritual church.

This wonderful missionary church believed and lived Jesus'
Great Commission, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations.”(Mt. 28:19) They sent out missionaries, “So, being
sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia and
from there they sailed to Cyprus. When they reached Salamis,
they began to proclaim the word of God in the synagogues of
the Jews; and they also had John as their helper.”(Acts 13:4&5)
In this 21st century, congregation members all over the world
are becoming fewer and fewer. Churches are having a difficult
time maintaining themselves, and many do not even
contemplate sending out missionaries. Some churches do not
even want to send out missionaries. These churches are
absolutely different than the Antioch church. They complain that
they do not have the money to spend on missionaries or they
cannot find any missionary leaders. They say no one wants to
go, and those that do cannot find the support money. Some
churches that even have money prefer to spend it on
educational resources, technology, pastor's homes, and various
other needs. They do not think about sending out missionaries.
| hope Choong Hyun's true heart's desire is to always send out
missionaries, no matter what the cost.

My dear friends, God can use us if we continue to preach
Christ, keeping the church filled with spiritual, not worldly,
activities, and sending out missicnaries by the power of the
Holy Spirit. If we continue to do these things, then this church
will definitely be doing God's work. The world is changing, but
the word of God never changes. Souls are rotting and dying
every day, and this church, this life, is about saving and
nourishing them. Every church should be a wonderful
missionary church, and any church that is not, should not be a
church. Amen. d ’
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