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Sermon for Next Sunda

PROTECTION IN BAD SITUATIONS

*and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial before Caesar;
and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail with you.’
@S0 keep up your courage, men, for I have faith in God that it will happen just as he told me.
©9Nevertheless, we must run aground on some island.
(Acts 27:24~26)

aul experienced a lot of bad situations in his life. His missionary trips

were filled with dangerous tribulations. Toward the end of his
ministry, he journeyed from Jerusalem to Rome as a prisoner to stand
before Caesar. An angel of the Lord told him, “Do not be afraid, Paul.
You must stand trial before Caesar”(Ac. 27:24). Wherever Paul went he
witnessed the gospel. Even under his house arrest in Rome for two
years, "Boldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God
and taught about the Lord Jesus Christ”(Ac. 28:31). Today's Bible verses
show us God's protection over Paul. Even though he was a prisoner, God
would grant him great success. Let's look at God's protection over Paul
in three very bad situations that he endured during his prison travels from
Jerusalem to Rome:

God protected Paul from the strong storm. Paul and some other
prisoners were handed over to a centurion to set sail from Jerusalem to
Italy. Paul warned the centurion, “Men, | can see that our voyage is
going to be disastrous and bring great loss to ship and cargo, and to our
own lives also”(Ac. 27:10). "But the centurion, instead of listening to
what Paul said, followed the advice of the pilot and of the owner of the
ship”(Ac. 27:11). Sure enough, a huge storm formed, “Before very long,
a wind of hurricane force, called the northeaster, swept down from the
island. The ship was caught by the storm and could not head into the
wind; so we gave way to it and were driven along --- When neither sun
nor stars appeared for many days and the storm continued raging, we
finally gave up all hope of being saved”(Ac. 27:14~15,20). The storm was
50 severe that the sailors had to throw the cargo averboard, and even the

ship’s tackle. As a prisoner, without shipmen'’s skills, Paul led everyone

on board through God's protection, “But now | urge you to keep up your
courage, because not one of you will be lost; only the ship will be
destroyed. Last night an angel of the God whose | am and whom | serve
stood before me and said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand trial
beside Caesar; and God has graciously given you the lives of all who sail
with you.” So keep up your courage, men, for | have faith in God that it
will happen just as he told me. Nevertheless, we must run aground on
some island” (Ac. 27:22~26). Paul comforted the people on the ship with
God's word. Not only that, he commanded the leader of the soldiers, "In
an attempt to escape from the ship, the sailors let the lifeboat down into
the sea, pretending they were going to lower some anchors from the
bow. Then Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, “Unless these men
stay with the ship, you cannot be saved.” So the soldiers cut the ropes
that held the lifeboat and let it fall away. Just before dawn Paul urged
them all to eat. ‘For the last fourteen days,’ he said, 'you have been in
constant suspense and have gone without food—you haven't eaten
anything. Now | urge you to take some food. You need it to survive. Not
one of you will lose a single hair from his head.” After he said this, he
took some bread and gave thanks to God in front of them all. Then he
broke it and began to eat. They were all encouraged and ate some food
themselves”(Ac. 27:30~36). God's given authority to Paul gave him the
right to order the centurion. God protected Paul and all those who were
with him on the boat from the natural storm.

God protected Paul from the shipwrecked soldiers. When the ship
struck a sandbar and ran aground, the soldiers wanted to kill the
prisoners, “The soldiers planned to kill the priscners to prevent any of
them from swimming away and escaping”(Ac. 27:42). Soldiers were
executed if their prisoners escaped, but God through the centurion
overruled their intention to kill the prisoners, "But the centurion wanted
to spare Paul's life and kept them from carrying out their plan. He
ordered those who could swim to jump overboard first and get to
land”(Ac. 27:43). God protected Paul from the soldiers, which shows
God's power over national storms. Even today Christians all over the
world suffer under the cruel rulings of certain nations, but God is
sovereign and He watches over His children. Everyone on board Paul's
ship was saved because of Paul. God often spares or blesses many for
the sake of a few faithful ones. Are you faithful? Do you realize how
important you are to your family, neighbors, and country? Believing in
Jesus Christ places you and others under God's protection.

God protected Paul from the slivering serpent, “Paul gathered a pile of
brushwood and, as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the heat,
fastened itself on his hand. When the islanders saw the snake hanging
from his hand, they said to each other, ‘This man must be a murderer; for
though he escaped from the sea, Justice has not allowed him to live."
But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and suffered no ill effects. The
people expected him to swell up or suddenly fall dead, but after waiting a
long time and seeing nothing unusual happen to him, they changed their
minds and said he was a god”(Ac. 28:3~6). The serpent is a symbol of
the devil. The devil attacked Paul from the fire, but God protected him. 1
John 4:4 says, “You, dear children, are from God and have overcome
them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in
the world.” Sometimes the devil comes at us through temptations; but
as believers we are still protected, "No temptation has seized you except
what is common to man. And God is faithful; He will not let you be
tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, He will
also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it“(1 Cor. 10:13).
Christians are protected until our work is done. There’s no place as safe
as in the perfect will of God. We are fully protected until our work is
done, and after the course is run, heaven awaits! Jesus has everything
perfectly prepared for our arrival in heaven. No matter what, God's
children are winners. Please surrender to the Lord and let Him have His
way with your life. Even though it may look and sound like you've lost
everything, like Paul's days of darkness on the storm ridden ship,
remember God protected Paul and caused him to save the lives of many.
Your reward endures forever. 3

My dear friends, are you going through a rough time right now?. Are
you down and out because of a bad situation? Let me ask you an
important question: Do you have Jesus Christ in your heart? | know that
if you do, you are completely protected from all natural, national, and
even supernatural storms. Trust God and all will always be well with your
soul. God loves you and He will see you through all the bad situations
that this sinful world delivers, Armen. i
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