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| sermon for Next Sunday |

LIVING SACRIFICE

“Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.
@And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind,
so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
(Romans 12:1~2)

ne of the big missteps of Christians in today's world
O concerns commitment. Their lack of commitment to
marriage leads to divorce and broken families. Non-committing
Christians tend to hate the very ones they promised to love until
death. Their lack of commitment to church makes them just
Sunday morning churchgoers, or for some just Easter or
Christmas attendees. For non-committing Christians, the Bible is
just a bookshelf decoration, not a daily and necessary resource.
Their lack of commitment to evangelism means no witnessing.
Non-committing Christians proclaim their belief in Jesus, but go
through their whole lives never sharing it with someone else. In
today’s Bible verses, Paul calls Christians to commit their lives to
God as living sacrifices. What does it really mean for a Christian
to be a living sacrifice?

A living sacrifice is somecone who surrenders their body to God.
Paul compassionately says, "“Therefore | urge you, brethren, by
the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy
sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of
worship”(Rom. 12:1). Paul is beseeching, in a certain sense
begging, believers to put their bodies at the disposal of God.
Through God's mercies, which are His love, grace, and salvation,
Christians become God's holy children. If you really believe this,
then present your body before God as a living sacrifice. Romans
6:11~14 remind us, “Even so consider yourselves to be dead to
sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not let sin
reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, and do not go
on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of
uprighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive
from the dead, and your members as instruments of
righteousness to God. For sin shall not be master over you, for
you are not under law but under grace.” All too often Christians
get so busy with other things, but not busy for the things of
Jesus. Your reasonable service cannot place the things of God as
last priority. Your pride doesn’t want you to surrender your body
to God, but doing so is holy it is a living sacrifice.

A living sacrifice is someone who surrenders their mind to God.
Paul instructs, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind---"(Rom. 12:2). We
live in a high-tech world and there is so much competition for our
mind. The Internet, television, radio, and media at large provide
tons and tons of information for us to see and read everyday.
Your mind controls your actions and desires. If you're in charge,

and not God, then you're in big trouble. Ephesians 4:20~24 say,
“But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed you have heard
Him and have been taught in Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that,
in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old
self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of
deceit, and that you be renewed in the spirit of your mind, and
put on the new self, which in the likeness of God has been
created in righteousness and holiness of the truth.” Romans
6:4~8 say, "Therefore we have been buried with Him through
baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead
through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness
of life. «+ Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we
shall also live with Him.” To be a living sacrifice you have to give
up your way of thinking. To renew your mind you need to tune
out negative information, spend time being quiet before God,
develop a consistent devotional life, focus on the Bible's
promises and rejoice in them, and attend church regularly so that
the preacher’s Bible teaching brings spiritual growth.

A living sacrifice is someone who surrenders their will to God.
Paul explains, "---so that you may prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable and perfect”(Rom. 12:2).
Those who love God deny their will because they know that
God's will is the only will that is good and acceptable. Qur
stubborn will craves satisfaction in this world. 1John 2:15~17
say, "Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone
loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is
in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the
boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the
world. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one
who does the will of God lives forever.” If you're bent on
pleasure, it's from the lust of your flesh. If you're bent on
possession, it's from the lust of your eyes. If you're bent on self-
exaltation, it's from the pride of your life. The world and its lusts
are passing away! Real satisfaction comes when your will is
surrendered to God.

My dear friend, this life is very short. Giving yourself up to God
is not just the right thing to do; it is the only way to follow Jesus
to heaven. How strong is your commitment to Christ? Are you
willing to surrender all to God? Please open your heart to hear
God's message, and obey His directions. God will never
disappoint you, and will always love and honor your living
sacrifice. Amen. g
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