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Sermon for next veck TN N

GOD OF ISRAEL (1siah 43:16-21)

“.. Because I have given waters in the wilderness And rivers in the desert,
To give drink to My chosen people. "The people whom I formed for Myself, Will declare My praise.”

ur God, the God of Israel, is a

Creator God. He formed Israel, His
children, and He called them by name. He
told them, "you are Mine"(v. 1)} He is our
Redeemer, Lord, and Holy One(vv. 14415).
In our history of redemption, God
personally and directly enters human life
through His Word. He shows us that He
is the One who acts in our past, present,
and future. He is the One who blesses
and favors His own people through His
word. The Bible contains many phrases,
such as, "Thus says the Lord", that
confirm His word. As we focus on Jesus,
this 5th Sunday of Lent, let's remember
that He is God, and that His involvement
as our Redeemer. Lord, and Holy One is
immeasurable. Let's think about our God.

Our God, the God of Israel, freed His
people from the power of Egypt. The
book of Exodus tells us that He parted
the Red Seaq, and the book of Joshua tells
us that He parted the Jordan River.
Today's Bible message begins, "Thus says
the Lord, who makes a way through the
sea and a path through the mighty
waters’(v. 16). Our God took for Himself
a nation from within another nation by
trials, by signs and wonders and by war
and by a mighty hand and by an
outstretched arm and by great
terrors(Dt. 4:34). He got involved. He
did it to show His people that He is "the
Lord, He is God: there is no other besides
Him“(Dt. 4:35). This is a wonderful
mystery, a wonderful miracle. We should
continually praise Him.

The Tsraelites saw God's power. They
experienced His involvement. They felt
His outstretched arm and mighty hand.
They should've followed and praised Him,
but instead they sinned against Him. At
Mt. Sinai, they worshipped a calf (Ex.
32:748). In the land of Canaan, they
feared other gods, they walked in the
customs of other nations, and "built for
themselves high places in all their towns,
from watchtower to fortified city” (2 Ki.
17:9). Certainly the Promised Land was to
be holy, but the Israelites entered it and
defiled it. "They set for themselves
sacred pillars and Asherim on every high

hill and under every green tree"(2 Ki.
17:10). Like Israel, God gives you
wonderful love, He truly gets involved
with you, but what do you do? Do you still
insist on your will and way? Do you still
hold on to earthly treasures? Do you
continually make your own gods? Even
though Israel greatly sinned, God still
rebuked them and punished them. In
spite of everything, He still sent His
prophets to fix and correct their sinful
thinking, and to lead them toward Him.
That's our God.

Our God, the God of Israel, freed His
people from the power of Babylon. Only
the true God can predict the future with
total accuracy, "It is I who says of Cyrus,
He is My shepherd! And he will perform
all My desire, and he declares of
Jerusalem, 'She will be built,” and of the
temple, Your foundation will be laid"(Is.
44:28). In this case, the return from
exile to rebuild and inhabit Jerusalem
was a prophecy made through Isaiah
about 150 years before it happened.
Jeremiah also prophesied this message
(Je. 25:12), It's actual occurrence is
recorded in 2 Chronicles 36:22423 and
Ezra 1:1-2. God promised to destroy
Babylon and bring His people back to
Jerusalem, a new thing that, when
compared to most other wonders of
Israel's history, would make those seem
as nothing. God saved Israel from Egypt
and from Babylon. We are talking about
real history, our history. God actually did
these things. He told Israel. "Do not
fear, for T am with you; I will bring your
offspring from the east, and gather you
from the west. I will say to the north,
‘Give them up!' and to the south, 'Do not
hold them back." Bring My sons from afar
and My daughters from the ends of the
earth, everyone who is called by My name,
and whom I have created for My glory,
whom I have formed, even whom I have
made”(Isa. 43:5-7). Amen!

God collected His people from all over
the world. He assembled them in Egypt,
in Babylon, and He still is gathering them
from every place. Who are these people?
Everyone born of God, for "Whoever

believes that Jesus is the Christ is born
of God, and whoever loves the Father
loves the child born of Him"(1 Jn. 5:1).
God gets involved with His people. He
told Israel, "You whom I have taken from
the ends of the earth, and called from its
remotest parts and said to you, You are
My servant, I have chosen you and not
rejected you"(Isa. 41:9). That's our God!

Our God, the God of Israel, freed His
people from the power of sin. We are
free. God wants to make us holy, cleanse
our sin, and form us to be His people. He
desires that we praise Him, "The people
whom I formed for Myself will declare
My praise” (v. 21). He sent His only Son to
die, so that we could have our sins washed
away. Jesus died so that we could live
holy lives. Not only that, God made us
His children. He made the church for
each believer and for all believers. He
made us righteous through faith, "so that
He might present to Himself the church
in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle
or any such thing: but that she would be
holy and blameless” (Eph. 5:27). He
makes us perfect children through Jesus
Christ. Indeed, He finalized His plan of
salvation through the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ, "Therefore
if anyone is in Christ, he is a new
creature; the old things passed away:
behold, new things have come" (2 Cor.
5:17). Through Jesus christ, we are made
clean and righteous, we receive an
inheritance of eternal life. That's our
God!

I'm challenging you today to think
about your God. Is the God of Israel
your God? Is the God who delivered His
people from Egypt, Babylon, and all
worldly powers your God? Is the God who
frees human beings from sin your God?
Is the God who makes you His own and
declares that you are His, is that your
God? Is the God who makes you holy,
righteousness, and gives you eternal life,
is that your God? Jesus desired to make
all these things happen. He went to
Jerusalem to take the cross. Are you
following Him? 1
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