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Sermon for Next Sunda

i

GOD'S

QUESTIO

"Then Moses said, “What if they will not believe me or listen to what I say? For they may say,
‘The LORD has not appeared to you.”” ®The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?”
And he said, “A staff.” - “*“that they may believe that the LORD, the God of their fathers,
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has appeared to you.”
(Exodus 4:1~5)

t the burning bush, God was waiting for Moses. He said
Ato him. “Do not come near here; remove your sandals
from your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy
ground”(Ex. 3:5). God revealed Himself there to Moses, and
called him to deliver His people out of their suffering in Egypt.
Moses was scared. He had fled Egypt some forty years before
because Pharaoh and his men wanted to kill him for killing an
Egyptian. He was now living in a foreign country as a
shepherd. He was a lonesome refugee. Going back to the
scene of his crime where his brethren also rejected him was
not something he wanted to do. He had failed miserably trying
to help the Israelites then, so why would God want him to

help them now. Moses came up with a lot of excuses to God.
"What if they will not believe me or listen to what | say? For
they may say, ‘The LORD has not appearéd to you'"(Ex. 4:1).
He didn’t understand that God had chosen him for this job
even before he was born. In the midst of his excuses, God

gave Moses a question. Let’s look at God's question.

God's question was simple. “What is that in your hand?"(Ex.
4:2). God turned Moses from tomorrow’s fears and brought
him back to the realities of today. He helped him with the one
guestion that he could easily answer now. There was no
excuse for not answering it. It was not a hard guestion. Moses
responded. “A staff”(Ex. 4:2). He had his shepherd’s crook in
his hand. God teld Moses to throw his stick on the ground.
“So he threw it on the ground, and it became a serpent; and
Moses fled from it. But the Lord said to Moses, ‘Stretch out
your hand and grasp it by its tail'—so he stretched out his
hand and caught it, and it became a staff in his hand—'that
they may believe that the Lord, the God of their fathers, the
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has
appeared to you'"(Ex. 4:3~5). We need to face up to today's
reality. It's easy to dwell on tomorrow’s problems. People
worry about the environment and whether they will have
proper food and air to survive. People worry about the
economy and whether they will be able to pay their bills.
People worry about their health and whether they will be able
to see their children grow up. The list never ends. You need to
face the questions you can answer today. “So do not worry
about tomorrow; for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day

has enough trouble of its own"(Mt. 6:34). When your life gets
difficult or unraveled, remember to think about God's
question, so that you can find comfort in His promises.

God's question was strange. “What is that in your
hand?"(Ex. 4:2). God already knew the answer. Moses used
his staff for shepherding. He didn't think it could have any
value in leading the lsraelites out of Egypt or in fighting
Egyptian soldiers. How was it possible for a shepherd's staff
to have enough power to take God's people from a very strong
and fortified opposition into the Promised Land? God used
Moses' small rod for His own glory. Moses dried up the Red
Sea with it(Ex. 14:18) and had water come from a rock to
quench the thirst of over two million people(Ex. 17:5~6).
Moses did many miraculous things with his staff in the sight
of the Israelites. Jesus did the same thing. He took a little
bey's lunch that consisted of five barley loaves and two
fish(Jn. 6:9), and fed over five thousand people with twelve
baskets of food leftover(Jn. 6:13). Imagine what he could do
with what you have.

God's question is the Savior's question. Jesus wants you to
surrender whatever is in your hand to Him. Everything that
you think is yours He cannot use, but everything you give to
Him He will use for His glory. He will do more with what you
give to Him than you can imagine. Think of the poor widow
with one son who had only a handful of flour in the bow! and a
little oil in the jar, not even enough food for one healthy meal
(1 Kgs. 17:8~16). She gave her last meal to Elijah, and in so
doing God made sure that her bowl of flour was not
exhausted nor her jar of oil was empty all the days of the
drought! What have you surrendered to Jesus? Moses took
his rod and God used it mightily. “So Moses took his wife and
his sons and mounted them on a donkey, and returned to the
land of Egypt. Moses also took the staff of God in his
hand”(Ex. 4:20). Moses obeyed God's call. God wants to use
you. Will you surrender all you have to Christ? ;

My dear friends, your opportunity to answer God's question
is fading away. Today is the day! Don't wait, don't hesitate,
and don't ignore your calling. I'd like to ask you right now.
“What is that in your hand?” Please let God be able to use
you and whatever you have for His glory. Amen.
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