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According to Acts 15, the leaders of the church in Jerusalem at that period
discussed the subsequent missionary strategy on the basis of the great har-
vest reaped through the missionary trip by Paul and Barnabas. Before the
joy of having made a firm decision about the standard of the missionary
method had not yet disappeared, a sharp disagreement between Paul and
Barnabas happened. "And there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they
separated from each other. Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to
Cyprus,(Acts 15:39)" The disagreement between Paul and Barnabas was de-
rived from the difference in their points of view about Mark. Eventually.
Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, and Paul went to Tarsus with Si-
las, so they came to do missionary work separately. It was a regrettable thing
at that time, but as a result, it could bear better fruits in that the two mission
teams worked separately, and Mark, who helped Barnabas, reconciled with
Paul and helped him later. After separating from Barnabas, Paul traveled
about 35,000km to do missionary work with all enthusiasm and sincerity.
Paul headed everywhere to Turkiye and Greece, Thessalonica, Philippi,
Corinth and Ephesus, preaching the gospel, and establishing the church. Af-
ter this, Paul was imprisoned in Jerusalem to which he headed after he had
finished the missionary trip. Chapters 21-28, which make up about one-
fourth of the total volume of Acts, record the period of Paul's imprison-
ment. Through this, the Bible reveals that 'the advance of the gospel without
hindrance' is not the state of no disturbance. I hope you believe no matter
what obstructions there are, the gospel advances, and that the advance of
the gospel without hindrance is experienced in our lives. The two years
when Paul was imprisoned was the time when God hid him. "Then all the
city was stirred up, and the people ran together. They seized Paul and
dragged him out of the temple, and at once the gates were shut.(Acts 21:30)"
Owing to the misunderstanding that Paul breached the Jewish law seriously,
he was caught in the temple of Jerusalem, and it was a very dangerous cir-
cumstance because the expression in the Bible "the gates were shut." signifies
to be stoned to death. At that time, the commander of Roman troops, who
had to be in the city of Caesarea, interfered. The commander, who judged
Paul is not a dangerous person, rather helped him. It was because more than
forty Jewish young men waited for Paul to come out of the prison to kill
him. Eventually, the commander got ready two hundred solders, seventy
horsemen and two hundred spearmen at night to take Paul Caesarea which
was the capital city of Palestine and where the governor of Rome was. Paul,
who was taken to the prison there, used the place of interrogation and trial
as the opportunity to spread the gospel and evangelize for two years when-
ever the governor changed.

Even in a tempestuous wind,

On the way of being taken from Caesarea to Rome, Paul faced a tempes-
tuous wind, called Euroclydon. The sailors who were experts in ships and
navigation realized immediately it was the storm through which they were
difficult to survive. "Since we were violently storm-tossed, they began the
next day to jettison the cargo. And on the third day they threw the ship’s
tackle overboard with their own hands. When neither sun nor stars appeared
for many days, and no small tempest lay on us, all hope of our being saved
was at last abandoned.(Acts 27:18-20)". Even though they jettisoned the cargo
as well as the ship's tackle necessary for navigation, they stayed in the dark-
ness for several days and didn't eat properly. "Since they had been without
food for a long time, Paul stood up among them and said, “Men, you should
have listened to me and not have set sail from Crete and incurred this injury
and loss. Yet now I urge you to take heart, for there will be no loss of life
among you, but only of the ship.(vv. 21-22)" At the time when most of the
people on the ship thought there was no possibility to survive, and were dis-
couraged, Paul, who was in the status of a prisoner, proclaimed, "Do not be

afraid." It was not the word meaning 'It's okay' to soothe someone who is sur-

Sermon in English Translation

Crisis Builds True Leader
(Acts 27:18-26)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

prised to fear a little bit or embarrassed. Paul proclaimed the voice of God
which was heard in his heart to those who were discouraged in front of the
reality that human ability could not bear even though they were experts
equipped with long experience and knowledge. I have never heard the voice
‘Do not be afraid' directly like the Apostle Paul, but I have an experience that
suddenly an amazing peace came to me while I was praying wholeheartedly.
If T held on to the peace at that time, most matters of relief happened. I bless
you will hear the voice of the Lord, Do not be afraid.

Do not be afraid

"For this very night there stood before me an angel of the God to whom I
belong and whom I worship, and he said, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul; you must
stand before Caesar. And behold, God has granted you all those who sail
with you!(vv. 28-24)" The voice, “Do not be afraid’, which Paul proclaimed,
was the word that God talked to the people who belonged to Him. Since
Paul still had a calling to have to stand trial before Caesar, even those with
Paul could be saved. Paul received the voice of God with faith. The book,
"Flying Falling Catching" was a posthumous work by Henri Nouwen, a
Dutch-born spiritual theologian, who taught at the Divinity Schools of Yale
and Harvard before leaving academia to serve a community for people with
intellectual disabilities (LArche Daybreak) in Toronto, Canada, and a slum
area in Peru, and died in 1996. This is the book Whitney Brown completed
by continuing the writings Henri Nouwen left while he was close to a trapeze
troupe before God called him, and I could realize immediately why Henri
Nouwen had spent a long time with a trapeze troupe. It is because there is
no proper illustration like a trapeze troupe to understand how to train and
refine the faith. Our faith seems flying, however, falls at a certain moment.
It's because the fragility that looks like walking on the sea but suddenly sinks
is the attribute of our faith. However, the moment of falling, there is a per-
son catching us just like the artistry of the swing of a trapeze troupe. There-
fore, flying the body into the air is faith, stretching out hands at the moment
of falling is faith, and trusting in and waiting for Him to catch our arms is
also faith. I am confident that Jesus might have heard the voice "Do not be
afraid" when he was nailed on the cross. It was because the very word that Je-
sus said to the disciples who were terrified at seeing Jesus walking on the
lake, to the woman who was afraid after having touched the edge of Jesus
stealthily, and to Bartimaeus who shouted "Jesus, Son of David, have mercy
on me" was "Do not be afraid".

For the advance of the gospel without hindrance

The word, "Do not be afraid.’ that Paul proclaimed to those who were dy-
ing in the middle of a tempestuous wind, had the meaning 'Be bold now.
Now wake up and live your life preparing for what you have to do more en-
thusiastically. The advance of the gospel without hindrance is not that lots
of people gathered together, shouting Hallelujah, and staying in only the
place of praising. No matter how small the number is, no matter how hard
the situation is, if there is a word of Jesus "Do not be afraid., that is the very
field where the gospel is advancing without hindrance. The voice of the
Lord Do not be afraid’ can be heard through the spirituality of belonging to
God, serving God, and trusting in God. One step further, I hope you and I
will be the spirituality possessors who can proclaim to the people of the
world not to be afraid. Not the level of patting and soothing by just saying
it's okay, I hope we will deliver the voice of salvation God gives. Just as an
angel of the Lord said to Paul his calling and also proclaimed the salvation
of the people with him, I bless in the name of the Lord we will be the living
people of the gospel, who can deliver the voice of life to many people in dif-
ficulties.
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