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Sermon for next week

The Greatest Architect and Builder

(Hebrews 1:8~10)

“For he was looking forward to the city with foundations,
whose architect and builder is God.”

ost first generation Koreans came
Mto this country with little
knowledge of the American language
and culture. They had to work hard and
sometimes take positions beneath their
skills and abilities because of the
language barrier. Yet, on average, they
were able to purchase a house for their
family within three to five years. It's a
pretty amazing accomplishment
considering all the obstacles they
needed to overcome in order to achieve
this goal. This shows how important it
was for them to provide a secure
environment for their children. They
understood the value of a home and
what it offers to a family.

Finding and buying a home is a very
exciting experience. You have to find
the right location for your family’s
needs and the right type of house for
your family lifestyle. Should you get
three or four bedrooms? Will a large or
small kitchen suffice? Do you want to
live in the suburbs or the city? Are
there various transportation modes
available? Should you buy brick, frame
or stucco? Do you want a large or small
yard to take care of? Can you afford to
furnish a big or small home? There are
so many things to consider in making
such an important decision and
investment for your family’s future. We
often hear from experts that buying a
home is one of the most important
financial and lifestyle decisions that we
will ever make.

During Abraham’s life, families
lived together. It was a necessity for
survival and comfort. However, God
called Abraham to leave the comfort of
his home and the companionship of his
relatives. (Gen. 12:1). Abraham had no
idea where he was going or what he

would have to do. He was old and had
no defensive means - no children or
home. He had no knowledge of the land
or of the language. He had to live in
tents and follow in whatever directions
God led him.

The word of God came to Abraham
saying, “Look up at the heavens and
count the stars - if indeed you can count
them. So shall your offspring be.”
(Gen. 15:5). God also said to him, “I
will make you into a great nation and 1
will bless you.” Even though he was
very old and his wife was barren and
past childbearing years, Abraham
believed God’s promises. “And the
scripture was fulfilled that said,
‘Abraham believed God, and it was
credited to him as righteousness, and he
was called God'’s friend.”” (James 2:23)

Abraham lived his whole life by
faith. At the time of his life, he was one
of, if not, the richest man in the world.
He could have built a mansion or a
great city for himself and his family. By
faith, he chose not to because he always
looked forward to a better country - a
heavenly one. A great city whose
architect is God. (Heb. 11:16).

In the world, one can see beautiful
buildings as the likes of the Sears
Tower, the Empire State building, or
Buckingham Palace in London. All
these buildings are man made, needing
repairs at one time or another. They are
all temporary. However, God’s city will
not be so.

Just as He did for Abraham, God has
prepared a special home for us. A holy
city for us to live in eternally. Our
house or place of residence now is only
temporary. God has designed and built
the most beautiful place imaginable.
His heavenly city is described in

Revelation 21 as having a great, high
wall with twelve gates, and with twelve
angels at the gates. The twelve gates
have twelve pearls, each gate made of a
single pearl. The great street of the city
is of pure gold, like transparent glass.
The city does not need the sun or the
moon to shine on it, for the glory of
God gives it light. On no day will its
gates ever be shut, for there will be no
night there. Nothing impure will ever
enter it.

In this city, God has prepared many
rooms and Jesus has promised that he
has reserved a special place for us. (Jn.
14:2). Therefore, it is with much
anticipation that we should look
forward to the eternal house in heaven
that God has made for us. (2 Cor. 5:1).

There is no earthly dwelling that can
compare to this special place. There is
no architect or builder, other that God
Almighty, who can design or construct
such a home. Our own home may be
comfortable and beautiful, but it is only
temporary and truly nothing compared
to God’s eternal home. Only those
whose names are written in the Lamb’s
book of life can enter. (Rev. 21:27).
Faith in our Lord and Savior, Jesus
Christ, places our names in His book.

In closing, I challenge you to
practice your faith by looking forward
to God’s perfect dwelling, as Abraham
so righteously did. He has designed and
built a permanent home to meet every
need we have. Like Abraham, we must
strive to be called the friends of God, to
lay claim to that which was promised
us through faith in Jesus Christ. God is
truly the greatest architect and builder!
Everything is made ready, come Lord
Jesus. |
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