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Sermon for Next Sunda

THE WOMAN AT ZAREPHATH

®Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "*Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon,
and stay there; behold, I have commanded a widow there to provide for you.”

- 1989 she went and did according to the word of Elijah, and she and he and her household ate
Jfor many days. "“The bowl of flour was not exhausted nor did the jar of oil become empty,
according to the word of the LORD which He spoke through Elijah.

(1 Kings 17:8~16)

od’s provision for Elijah during the three and a half years of

drought was very unusual. He sent Elijah away from the
Israelites and into a foreign land to live with a poor Gentile widow.
This woman and her ene son were down to their last meal, yet God
ordered her to take care of Elijah. Can you imagine how they both
must of felt? Elijah was probably concerned that Ged couldn't find a
beautiful and faithful woman in Israel to care for him. The widow
was probably thinking that she and her son’s death would not even
include a last meal. Both Elijah and the widow listened to God, and
God was able to use them for His purpose. He mixed up their lives
together for His glory. Let's carefully look at this Gentile woman to
grasp her true beauty:

This woman had a strong relationship with her heavenly-father.
Living without a husband or earthly father for her son had to be
rough. Thankfully this poor woman had a heavenly-father
relationship. She had to be a woman of prayer because of her
fellowship with God. God commanded her to provide for Elijah.
“Arise, go to Zarephath, which belongs to Sidon, and stay there;
behold, | have commanded a widow there to provide for you"(1
Kgs. 17:9). This foreign woman waorshipped the Lord God. She had a
relationship with Him, and this relationship was a wonderful
blessing. Even Jesus mentioned her. “But | say to you in truth,
there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah, when the
sky was shut up for three years and six months, when a great
famine came over all the land; and yet Elijah was sent to none of
them, but only to Zarephath, in the land of Sidon, to a woman who
was a widow" (Lk. 4:25~26). God chose this wonderful Gentile
woman because of her obedient heart. The Israelite widows
wouldn't support Elijah probably because of their fear of King Ahab.
They proclaimed to love God, but this Gentile woman actually
listened to Him. This Gentile woman knew God and His will. Even
though she experienced heartaches from the loss of her husband,
and the raising of a son during economically poor conditions, she
still pressed on. She was diligent; picking up wood for her last meal,
and she was obedient in listening to Elijah. "So he arose and went
to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of the city, behold, a
widow was there gathering sticks; and he called to her and said,
‘Please get me a little water in a jar, that | may drink.” As she was
going to get it, he called to her and said, 'Please bring me a piece of
bread in your hand'“(1 Kgs. 17:10~11). She not only listened to
Elijah, but immediately acted upon his words. Most people wouldn't
even bother with the work necessary to prepare such a small
amount for their last meal, but this woman was willing to do the
work.

This woman had fear. She knew the will of God, but felt that she
could not do it. She considered her distress in telling Elijah. “As the
LORD your God lives, | have no bread, only a handful of flour in the
bowl and a little oil in the jar; and behold, | am gathering a few
sticks that | may go in and prepare for me and my son, that we may

eat it and die”(1 Kgs. 17:12). She looked at what little she had. She
expected the worst. She accepted death. Elijah told her. "Do not
fear; go, do as you have said, but make me a little bread cake from it
first and bring it out to me, and afterward you may make one for
yourself and for your son”(1 Kgs. 17:13). Instead of focusing on
what she had, this woman needed to focus on God's word. Fear is a
terrible thing. It can rob us of strength, take away our enthusiasm.
empty our confidence, and bring terrible questions to mind — “How
come God allowed this to happen?” Fear turns our thoughts from
the mighty miracle power of our Master to horrible things. Have you
been defeated by fear? The Bible tells us. “The LORD will make you
the head and not the tail, and you only willl be above, and you will
not be underneath, if you listen to the commandments of the LORD
your God, which | charge you today, to observe them carefully, and
do not turn aside from any of the words which | command you
today, to the right or to the left, to go after other gods to serve
them"(Deut. 28:13~14). Do you believe this? Do you trust in the
word of God? Do you practice the word of God? God loves you, and
if you truly believe in Jesus Christ all your fears will disappear. The
cross is proof of God's love for you. “For if while we were enemies
we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much
more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life”(Rom.
5:10). His resurrection promises you eternal life. “But if the Spirit of
Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised
Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit who dwells in you”(Rom. 8:11). Steer away from
depression and fear by looking to the Lord, not what you have.

This woman had triumph by faith. She listened! Elijah said to her.
“For thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘The bowl of flour shall not
be exhausted, nor shall the jar of oil be empty, until the day that the
LORD sends rain on the face of the earth.’ So she went and did
according ‘to the word of Elijah, and she and he and her household
ate for many days. The bowl of flour was not exhausted nor did the
jar of oil become empty, according to the word of the LORD which
He spoke through Elijah”(1 Kgs. 17:14~16). Her faith first seemed
to be dying, but then it became dynamic. She was fearful, but then
she became faithful. Her life was part of a misery, but then it
became part of a miracle. She listened and the word of God
comforted her. She heard the command of God and she obeyed.
She believed God's word. He promised her that she'd have flour and
oil, and she had flour and oil. God honored her faith. Her cbedience
provided graceful blessings for her family.

My dear friends, how are you doing? What's going on in your life?
I'm telling you that God loves you and gave you His only Son. Jesus
died for you. He promises that if you come to Him, He will set you
free from fear. If you're tired or depressed, He promises to give you
rest. If you feel trapped, He promises to make you free. What are
you waiting for? Like this wonderful widow, please listen to the
word of God. He will honor your faith. Amen. g
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