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There are three kinds of difficulties everyone is to face in life. First, it is a
difficulty which doesn't seem to be surmountable at all. The Red Sea the
Israelites who had come out of Egypt faced was that sort of difficulty. In
the helpless situation that Egyptian soldiers were pursuing them, God told
the Israelites only to stand still and see what the Lord does. The second
kind is a difficulty like a considerably high mountain. The difficulty can be
the Walls of Jericho the Israelites faced when they entered the land of Ca-
naan, which didn't seem to be easily conquerable, but on the other hand,
which made them feel confident that they could conquer if they, holding
on to the covenant, were together with God. The third is a difficulty like the
city of Ai in today's text. Though the city of Ai was not comparable, in ev-
ery aspect including the size or power, with the city of Jericho which was
an impregnable fortress, it was a hidden and unexpected ambush that
made the Israelites experience a defeat. I hope you learn through words
the wisdom of God that teaches you how to beat up the difficulty like the
city of Ai which looks easy but holds on to our ankles and makes our life
hard.

The city of Ai and Achan

Following the word of God, the Israelites marched around the city of Jeri-
cho once everyday for six days. On the seventh day, when they finished cir-
cling the city of Jericho seven times and shouted, the city was fallen down. Be-
cause one of the big problems of entering the land of Canaan was lightly
solved, they felt the city of Ai beside it trivial. However, they were defeated in
the battle of Ai. When the Israelites were chased down on the slope and over
thirty of them died, psychological disturbance also took place. "Then Joshua
tore his clothes and fell facedown to the ground before the ark of the Lord,
remaining there till evening. The elders of Israel did the same, and sprinkled
dust on their heads.'(Josh 7:6). When Joshua, feeling this is not an ordinary
matter, fell facedown to the ground before the Lord with elders, God told
Joshua the cause and way of solution of the affair. "But keep away from the
devoted things, so that you will not bring about your own destruction by tak-
ing any of them. Otherwise you will make the camp of Israel liable to destruc-
tion and bring trouble on it.'(Josh 6:18). Prior to the war of Jericho, God com-
manded the Israelites "not to take any of things in this city". Considering the
trait of ancient battles where the spoils of war belonged to the victor, it was an
unprecedented command. It was because the battle of the city of Jericho was
totally in the hands of God. "Israel has sinned; they have violated my cove-
nant, which I commanded them to keep. They have taken some of the devot-
ed things; they have stolen, they have lied, they have put them with their own
possessions.'(v.11). But Achan disobeyed God's word and put the spoils of war(a
robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver, gold weighing fifty shek-
els) with his own possession. Due to the sin which took place prior to the bat-
tle of Ai, the Israelites could not advance further. The cause of predicament
we face might also have occurred prior to the predicament. The Bible says
that at this time we should examine it in the perspective of God like Joshua
and go toward God. It is because 'right faith' has the same meaning as The
way to God is open. The greatest privilege of believing in Jesus is the fact that
the way to advance before God is open. Referring to this, Ephesians 2 says,
'you have been brought near by the blood of Christ(v.13), has destroyed the
barrier(v.14), 'set aside the law with its commands and regulations and create
one new humanity(v.15), ‘put to death their hostility through the cross,(v.16).
Decisively, we are able to have access to the Father by one Spirit(v.18). I ear-

nestly hope and bless that we bring Jesus to the center of ourselves.

‘What to remember first when faced with predicament
Even when we face with a trivial predicament, we should remember to go
toward God. It's because to look at the problem from the perspective of the

Sermon in English Translation

Achan’s Sin,
| Could Commit the Sin

(Joshua 7:10-13)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

covenant is the feature of the covenant people facing with the predicament.
Difficulties can be seen properly when looked at from the perspective of the
covenant. When the Israelites explored the land of Canaan, Joshua and Caleb
held on to the covenant God gave to Abraham so that they could see the situ-
ation both from a spiritual and a practical perspective unlike other 10 spies
even though the descendants of Anak were large and strong. "When I saw in
the plunder a beautiful robe from Babylonia, two hundred shekels of silver
and a bar of gold weighing fifty shekels, I coveted them and took them. They
are hidden in the ground inside my tent, with the silver underneath.’(-
Josh7:21). The feature of Achan's crime reminds us of the first crime in the Old
Testament, the tree of knowledge of good and evil. The essence of human av-
arice that is the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life is re-
flected in Achan's crime. We can see the foolishness of sins from Achan who
took the plunders pleasing to his eyes, but was greatly anxious to hide them in
the ground. Achan represents anyone who has sinful nature, not the most
foolish in the community. Accordingly, anyone of us can be Achan. God, par-
ticularly, commanded, in the first battle, only the city of Jericho not to take
any of the spoils, but Achan disobeyed God's command. The predicament we
face with may be like this. The Bible says we should go before God through
Jesus even when we committed wrongs. It's because Jesus, who is the way the
truth and the life, hung on the cross and opened the way to God through torn
curtains. When we go to God, first we wipe away what God dislikes and fill
ourselves with what is holy. I believe that God who destroyed the Walls of Jer-
icho will also solve the difficulties of the city of Ai.

There is one more what to remember. In front of the outwardly strong
Walls of Jericho, the Israelites equipped themselves tightly, and went forward
holding on to God, and finally won the victory. However, in front of the seem-
ingly insignificant city of Ai, the Israelites faced with a difficulty owing to the
internal problem. Sometimes, our internal problems can be bigger difficulties
rather than big external problems. The lesson God gives us through Ananias
and Sapphira, which is almost resemblance to Achan, is amazing. Just before
Ananias and Sapphira committed a sin, the church was persecuted from the
outside, but endured it without any problems. It didn't budge at all. However,
it became a great problem that persons who were dyed with covetousness and
desire for fame disturbed the inside of the church. It shows which is more
serious between the city of Jericho and the city of Ai, between the persecution
from the outside and problems from the inside. We should go forward to
God like Joshua against any problems and difficulties. Holding on to the hands
of Jesus, bring Jesus to the center of our lives, and inspecting two things in
front of God, we should go forward before God. I hope you become like Josh-
ua. Meditating on the book of Joshua, I realized again that Joshua is a greatly
blessed person. The beginning of Joshua, the verse one of chapter one re-
cords, "Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide". According to an ancient translation,
he was 'the Moses' servant. However, in 24: 29 around the end of the book of
Joshua, Joshua is recorded as 'the servant of the Lord, that is, a being on the
same level as Moses. Unlike Moses who was special from birth on, Joshua was
an ordinary man. However, when he was with God, he could become an out-
standing servant of God. I bless in the name of the Lord that the feature of
Joshua who overcame difficulties by falling facedown to the ground before
God, and finding what he had to do and carrying them out would be present
to all of us.
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