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WHAT DID YOU INHERIT?

“iThen it shall be, when you enter the land which the LORD your God gives you as an inheritance, and you possess it and live in it,
“that you shall take some of the first of all the produce of the ground which you shall bring in from your land that the LORD your God gives you, and you
shall put [it] in a basket and go to the place where the LORD your God chooses to establish His name, -+ "'And now behold,
| have brought the first of the produce of the ground which Thou, O LORD hast given me.” And you shall set it down before the LORD your God,
and worship before the LORD your God; ""and you and the Levite and the alien who is among you shall rejoice in all the good
which the LORD your God has given you and your househald.” (Deuteronomy 26:1-11)

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

od gives each of His children an inheritance. If you believe in Jesus

Christ as your Lord, Savior, and Redeemer, then you inherited
something. | want to ask you what exactly you inherited. What have you
gotten from God since you accepted Jesus? Today's Bible verses show
what the Israelites obtained. Unfortunately, when they received their
inheritance they did not appreciate it. My God gave them love, mercy,
and sympathy. He saved them from Egyptian slavery, and even made
them His own children. | know through reading the Old Testament that
Israel did nothing but complain. They neglected their inheritance
because they did not understand it. | am asking you, right now, what did
you inherit from God?

God brought Israel out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm and with great terror and with signs and wonders (v.
8). Have you experienced such things? So many of you think you are in
charge, and able to handle the ups and downs of daily life. You do not
give God the glory! You think God did not give you your fortune. You
keep asking Him for money, and even when He gives you some, you
think it comes from your own efforts. So, when | ask you what you
inherited from God, understand that people answer differently. What
kind of blessings did you receive? What kind of wonderful things do you
have?

If you look at your treasure inventory, what will you find? Will you find
the things you want? | wonder if you appreciate or complain about what
you do have in there. | also wonder what kind of evaluation method you
use. People calculate in different ways God's great blessings. Do you
draw on world, self, or Bible standards?

So many Christians live a contradictory life. When some terrorists
crashed their airplanes into New York's twin towers, one side cried and
another rejoiced. The daily news reports that some healthy women
choose to abort their babies, some children kill their parents for
insurance money, and some married couples murder their spouses
International news reports that in certain countries, like Africa, the
Philippines, and Argentina, people work all day long to earn the
equivalent of one American dollar. | wonder what kind of inheritance
these people can give their own children. All in all, the stress of
suffering and affliction bring many to complain and not care about their
inheritance.

If you seriously look at your heart right now, what have inherited from
God? You are a great Christian! | do not know what you have, but
whatever it is should give you assurance. God's inheritance is invaluable,
lasting, and unchanging. Our government, society, and even church are
depressed and disappointed. The hypocrisy, jealousy, and lying of lives
contradictory to God's will, and the pride of arrogance will one day
change. God's inheritance never disappears, but only grows sweeter as
the years go by. | can tell you that your inheritance is God's love through
Jesus Christ. Jesus died on the cross, and gave you a future. This is the
foundation of your inheritance.

What kind of attitude do you have toward your inheritance from God?
With all your heart, mind, and soul you should love God and your
neighbor. This love gives you a godly attitude. God asked each |sraelite,
Levite and aliens among them to rejoice in all the good that the Lord
God had given them and their household(v. 11). If you have received
God's inheritance, your attitude needs to change. When Israel cried out
to God, God heard, saw, and delivered them(vv. 7&8). He gave them the

best land, a land filled with milk and honey. He completely provided for
their every need. God has given you everything. This is not just talk
because He has really done it. He delivered you from being a slave to
sin, and gave you His inheritance. So, is your attitude one of
thankfulness or complaints? He saved you from certain death, and
placed you in a wonderful position. God put you on the road to His
eternal kingdom, and now you are traveling there. You should only be
looking at Him, your Mighty Ged, Jehovah. You should appreciate and
rejoice.

Today's Bible verses end with a description of how you should
respond to this wonderful inheritance from God. There is a need for
action. Whatever you receive, you should give the first fruit to the Lord.
The best thing is giving to the Lord with a humble heart of appreciation.
Do you truly feel the wonderful blessings from God? Do you fully
understand that everything you have is from God? Come on, do you feel
it? Does it make you want to share it with your neighbor? Do you want
to tell people about how much Jesus loves you? How He made, saved,
and gave you true happiness and eternal life? Do you want to tell them
how Jesus died for you on the cross, so that you could become a child
of God? Do you want to share all this because you know that everything
He has given you is beyond wonderful?

Let me end by sharing a short story concerning a missionary who
went to Africa. He stayed in a shabby hotel surrounded by orphaned
children who wandered about. One day, after he woke up, his eyes
happened to catch a little girl sleeping on the ground. She was very thin,
and he could see her boney skeleton. As she awoke, he approached her
and they started talking with hand movements. She immediately
realized this was a man of God. He pulled out some money from his
pocket to give to her in God's name, but she refused it. This surprised
him. Instead, she asked him to go to the store for her and buy some
milk, which he did. He returned from the store with a carton of milk, and
she drank it down so happily. She explained to him that the store did not
allow her to come in because she was poor. They would punish her if
she tried because they assumed she would steal. So many people
rejected this poor little orphan girl. Everyday the missionary woke up, he
would go to the store to buy this little girl some milk. She was so happy
to see him. They would Touch each cther’s hands and laugh together.
She knew this man loved her. When he had to leave the country, he
knew he could never forget her. He always prayed to God for this little
girl. He asked God to handle her life until she left this earth. He prayed
for her to understand God's love, the love of Jesus. He asked that she
be placed in Jesus' hand because His hand touched her already, and she
felt God's love. Even though they never verbally communicated, they
stilled talked biblical love and fellowship. The missionary thanked God
for letting him meet this beautiful little girl, so that he could feel His love
and share it with her.

My dear friend, do you realize what you have inherited. Are you
sharing it with poor souls? This is the first Sunday of Lent. As you spend
time over the next forty days thinking about the suffering of Jesus,
remember that God gave you His Son. You received the best
inheritance. Through Jesus, you became God's child. Please count your
treasure as God's love, and let your attitude show appreciation. In His
grace, you are responsible to share His love. 4
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