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Sermon for next week

Christ & His gift

(John 16:29-33)

“These things I have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace.

I have overcome the world”

In the world you have tribulation, but take courage;

€ €His disciples said, *Lord. now You

are speaking plainly and are not
using a figure of speech. Now we
know that You know all things, and
have no need for anyone to question
You: by this we believe that You came
from God” (vv. 29-30). The beginning
of this passage reveals the disciples’
knowledge of Jesus" deity. Just prior
to this conversation, the disciples were
questioning the meaning of some of
Jesus® words (see vv. 17-18). They
weren't talking to Jesus but among
each other. They couldn’t discern
what He was speaking about, and deep
inside they really wanted to question
Him. Jesus knew of their dilemma; He
could read their hearts like open books.
That’s why they believed Him. To
some Jesus was able to show God’s
glory, and to others He was able to
show them their hearts. He could do
both. It was His knowledge of God
and the human heart that convinced
the disciples that He was, indeed, the
Son of God.

It’s here, in today's message, that
Christ communicates as a realist. He
tells His disciples that in spite of their
belief, they would desert Him. Even
though they now believed, they would
soon break faith. Their loyalty was
shallow. Jesus knew all this; He knew
everything. God gave the disciples the
truth, and He also gave them
knowledge of the truth. As the Son of
God, Jesus knew His disciples were
not perfect, and that they would
forsake Him. He knew their weak
points. He knew they would fail.
Whenever He truly needed them, they
would not be there. And yet, He loved
them as they were. Moreover, He

- believed in them, even though they

would betray Him. Jesus knows the
evil things of humans, yet He loves
them endlessly.

Unlike humans, who can forgive
but find it difficult to trust again, Jesus
can forgive and believe. Jesus knew
that His disciples would desert Him,
but He still loved them. He knew that
they were going to experience victory!
That's why He tells them ahead of
time that they will first forsake Him

but He will still love them. That's why
He responds to their statement of
belief with, “Do you now believe?” (v.
31). That's why He tells them to be
brave because they will receive
victory. In this world, forgiveness and
trust don’t go hand-in-hand. In Jesus,
this happens! Forgiveness and trust are
unified. Jesus shows us, here in John
16:29-33, how He forgives us, how we

never be forsaken by God,

Even though Jesus’ disciples
would forsake Him, He would forgive
them. There is forgiveness in Jesus.
When His friends abandoned Him, He
did not upbraid them. After His
resurrection, He did not go against
them. He loved them as they were
Love must be clear sighted. If we
idolize a person and think he/she

That’s why He responds to their statement of

belief with, “Do you now believe?” (v. 31). That’s

why He tells them to be brave because they will

receive victory. In this world, forgiveness and trust

don’t go hand-in-hand. In Jesus, this happens!

Forgiveness and trust are unified. Jesus shows us,

here in John 16:29-33, how He forgives us, how we

Jail, and how He still believes in us.

fail, and how He still believ

Fist of all, Jesus tells His disciples,
“Behold, an hour is coming, and has
already come, for you to be scattered,
each 1o his own home, and to leave Me

alone; and yet | am not alone, because
the Father is with Me” (v. 32). Jesus
would not have the pleasure of the
company of His disciples when the
time would be most helpful. He would
be lonesome without them during His
suffering, but He would not “be
alone.” God the Father would always
be with Him. Truly, humans can’t
stand for righteousness, but thankfully
God stands for us in righteousness.
There's not one good man upon the
face of this earth. Everyone, at one
time or another, will be forsaken by
another human being, but man will

faultless, we are doomed to
disappointment. We must love them
as they really are. Amen!

Jesus displays sympathy toward
There is
compassion in Jesus. “These things 1
have spoken to you, so that in Me you
may have peace. In the world you
have tribulation, but take courage; [
have overcome the world™ (v. 33).
Jesus saw His disciples’ sinful nature.
He prepared them for the shock that
their disloyalty would cause them. He
reassured them that their wrong doings
would not effect His love for them.
Their unfavorable actions would not

the weak and imperfect

make a difference toward His love.
When they would think about their
sins afterward, Jesus didn’t want them
to despair. He tells them now, before

they actually do  anything
disheartening, to make them ready
afterward. In so doing, He defines His
mercy and forgiveness. Jesus doesn’t
think about how His disciples sin will
hurt Him, but rather how it will hurt
them! Sometimes it makes all the
difference when we realize how much
our sins hurt us, and how they drive us
to regret and a sorrowful aching heart.

There is such a wonderful gift in
Jesus. His love provides the courage
to face each day and the power to
conquer each day's dilemmas. Very
soon, something was going to be
unanswerably proved to His disciples.
They were going to see that the world
could do its worst to Jesus, and still not
defeat Him. His victory would be their
victory, The world would do its worst
to Him, and He would emerge
victorious. Life can do its worst to
you, and you, too, can emerge
victorious! We overwhemling conquer
through Him who loved us, “For I am
convinced that neither death, nor life,
nor angels, nor principalities, nor
things present, nor things to come, nor
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any
other created thing, will be able to
separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord”
(Rom. 3:38-29). Amen! You, oo, can
possess courage and conquest of the
cross through faith in Jesus Christ.

My beloved Choong Hyun family,
Jesus loves us. He knows each one of

us so intimately. Through Him our
strengths increase and our weaknesses
decrease. Human frailty is caused by
sin and Jesus knows this. He loves us
as we are, despite our flaws. His gift
of life, which He offers freely to all
who believe in Him, is priceless—
beyond the most valuable of treasures.
There’s no other gift, above or below
heaven, like the gift of Christ. No one
can earn it or buy it, though many try,
because grace doesn’t come in any
other form but through faith. And all
can find it down at the cross, where
our Savior died.
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