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Sermon for next week

PENTECOST

(Acts 2:14-21)

“That everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

ntecost is a Greek word
meaning “fifty days™. It is the
fourth of the annual feasts of the
Jews (after Passover, Unleavened
Bread, and First Fruits), that came
50 days after First Fruits. It
celebrated the wheat harvest (Ex.
23:16). It was a big holiday in
which everybody gathered in
Jerusalem. In Acts 2, this day of
Pentecost marked the start of
Christianity, the beginning of the
Church. It was the day that 120
believers were gathered all together
and filled with the Holy Spirit so
that they could communicate the
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

During Pentecost, Jerusalem
was filled with different people
from all over the world. It was like
an international convention where
people needed Hebrew interpreters
to understand all that was going on.
On this Pentecostal day, “suddenly
there came from heaven a noise like
a violent rushing wind, and it filled
the whole house where they were
sitting. And there appeared to them
tongues as of fire distributing
themselves, and they rested on each
one of them” (vv. 2-3). What
happened? God chose to use these
120 people for His glory. This is a
most important fact concerning the
primitive church of Jesus Christ.
This amazing event didn’t happen
from error, it was a miracle. God
made a wonderful, new harmony.

When the Holy Spirit came
down, many people thought
something was wrong. They were
confused and surprised to hear
God's Word in their own language.
But nothing was wrong. God
orchestrated the entire thing. The
Holy Spirit began working in
individual people. Look at Genesis
1:1-2, “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth.
The earth was formless and void,
and darkness was over the surface
of the deep, and the Spirit of God

was moving over the surface of the
waters.” The Spirit of God worked
in creating the universe. The Spirit
of God that came at Pentecost
works on individuals. He touched
every one of the 120 believers. He
builds the Church of Jesus Christ
through individual believers. He
comes into every person who
accepts Jesus Christ into their hearts

In today's Bible verses Peter
gives an explanation of the their eyes.
phenomena they were witnessing
(vv. 14-21). He stands among the
eleven disciples and launches his
message by connecting with his
audience through something they
the mockers”
statement that they are drunk (v.
15). He points out the unlikeness of the Jesus movement
the charge. “It's only nine in the
moming!” (v. 15). Then he points to
the real reason for the surprising
phenomena they have witnessed;
the fulfillment of a prophecy by Joel
(Joel 2:28-32) that all devout Jews
have been longing to see fulfilled.
Peter is telling the people that this
age of fulfillment for which they ruthlessly changed.
have been eagerly waiting has

Peter’s explanation was an
entirely new thing but it originated

Christianity cannot eliminate the

connection, a refurbishment of the
old, “And it shall be in the last days,
God says, That 1 will pour forth of
My Spirit on all mankind; And your
sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, And your young men
shall see visions, And your old men visitors from Rome.
shall dream dreams™ (v. 17). What
the people were witnessing was the
“beginning” of the last days, when
people of all types and ages would
prophecy (vv. 17-18). At the “end”
of the last days will be cosmic
disturbances (vv. 19-20), which will
herald “the great and glorious day

of the Lord” (v. 20) — the day of
judgment at the end of the world.
For believers, this will not be a time
to dread, for “‘everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved™
(v. 21). In other words, Peter was
reminding his hearers that knowing
Joel’s prophecy, they should have
recognized what they were seeing
as a work of the Spirit. He was
telling them that Joel’s prophecy
was being fulfilled right in front of

Pentecost not only marked the
presence of the Holy Spirit in new
life but also marked a radical
beginning. It was a beginning that
changed the faith of religion, yet
maintained the symbols of the Old
Testament. Symbols of the past for

incorporated into the organized
Church. They were rooted in the
ancient Jewish symbol of the
prophetic tradition and Hebrew
language. The prophet Joel was
remembered in the early moments
of the church’s new life. Indeed, the
old is revered but it has also been

Revision occurs when
multitude can hear their own
language. Imagine Peter standing
with the eleven on a pavement in
Testament. Jerusalem in the middle of the great
feast of Pentecost preaching to the
there. is a crowd in their own language, a
language other than Hebrew. The
crowd consisted of Parthians,
Medes, Elamites, residents of
Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia,
Pontus, Asia, Phrygia, Pamphylia,
Eghypt, the districts of Libya, and

included Cretans and Arabs (2:9-
11). Now the Gospel was being
spoken in all languages. Isn’t that
wonderful? Do you remember
Jesus” commission to His disciples?
He said, “but you will receive
power when the Holy Spirit has
come upon you; and you shall be

My witnesses both in Jerusalem,
and in all Judea and Samaria, and
even to the remotest part of the
earth” (1:8). Isn’t this what
happened at Pentecost? It really
happened. The international
gathering heard the Gospel, to
return home to the remotest part of
the earth. That’s the power of
Pentecost! That's how it started and
happened there.

That God’s Words could be
recognized in each language
represents Pentecost. What a
miracle! This was not an ecstatic
experience, but a glorified
experience, The church came into
existence that day, but the greatest
miracle is that the transformation
evoked the presence of the ancient
prophet Joel, and then was
translated into foreign languages.
The powerful gospel has the energy
to reshape the old, old, tradition, to
give impetus to change, and to
translate the message into unknown
language systems foreign to sacred
Hebrew. The good news is resilient
and powerful and able to reshape
and reform, yes, even culture and
language. What a wonderful,
wonderful language came to earth
at  Pentecost. This is not
hypothetical, this is the glory of
God, the language of the world. The
primitive church immediately
started by the indwelling of the
Holy Spirit to the ends of the world.
This wonderful history began from
Joel's prophecy in the Old
Testament. Actually, the Gospel
came from the Old Testament
sacred Hebrews to the Gentiles, and
to the end of the world. That's
Pentecost.

Do you have the Holy Spirit in
your heart? Today is Pentecost
Sunday, a day in which the church
remembers the importance of its
being born again. Whoever
believers in the name of Jesus will
be saved. Do you believe? Amen i
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