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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

THE WAY, AND THE TRUTH, AND THE LIFE

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth,
and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”
(John 14:6)

fter three years of ministry, Jesus prepares the disciples for

His departure. He wants to conclude His work before He goes
to the cross. He explains His last will in chapters 13~16, and
finishes His sermon with an intercessory prayer to His Father in
the whole of chapter 17. The time frame of John 13 is set during
Passover, His last supper. When the meal is finished, Jesus takes
a towel and some water and begins washing the disciples’ feet.
He tells them, “If | then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet.”(Jn. 13:14) Later,
becoming troubled in spirit, He takes a small piece of bread and
dips it to reveal His betrayer.(Jn. 13:21~26) Then, He encourages
them by saying, “Do not let your heart be troubled; believe in God,
believe alsc in Me. In My Father's house are many dwelling
places; if it were not so, | would have told you; for | go to prepare
a place for you."(Jn. 14:1~2) He promises them heaven. Thomas
does not understand the way to heaven. He questions Jesus,
“Lord, we do not know where You are going, how do we know
the way?"{Jn. 14:5) He asks the right question. It is the question
of life; a really good question for us all. As Christians, we have
spent this last year living the gospel. Since today is the last
Sunday of 2007, we need to seriously make sure that we know

the way to heaven. There are not many ways to the Father in

heaven, only One, do you know the way for sure?

Jesus is the way to heaven. He did not say that He would show
us the way. He did not even point and say here is the way. He
said, "l am the way."(14:6) He wants us to follow Him. Do you
think you can follow Jesus to heaven? He was baptized, you were
baptized, but you are still lost. He loved His disciples and others,
you love Christians and others, but you are still lost. He was a man
of prayer, you are also a person of prayer, but you are still lost.
Whatever Jesus does and you do, you will still be lost. How do
you solve this problem? How can you find salvation? John 3:16
says, "For God so loved the world, that He gave us His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but
have eternal life.” Whoever believes in Him, not follows Him, will
have salvation. You must have faith! Acts 16:31 says, "Believe in
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household.”
Is Jesus your Lord? Do you really believe in Him? Ephesians 2:8~9
say, "For by grace you have been saved through faith; and that not
of yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of works, so that
no one may boast.” The way is not about having a good time here
on earth. It is all about faith, believing in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Romans 5:1 says, "Therefore, having been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Jesus is the source of truth concerning heaven. Many seminary
professors and religious people like to use their imagination when
it comes to heaven. They distort the truth. Many of today's

pastors preach that heaven is on this earth. Their focus is on
earthly blessings, like money and material success. Some folks
think that only 144,000 people from this earth are going to make it
to heaven. They base their thoughts on Revelation 14:1~3, "Then
| looked, and behold, the Lamb was standing on Mount Zion, and
with Him one hundred and forty-four thousand, having His name
and the name of His Father written on their foreheads.-.-.- And
they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living
creatures and the elders; and no one could learn the song except
the one hundred and forty-four thousand who had been purchased
from the earth.” Others think that heaven is just a state of mind.
Honestly, the Bible reveals some truth about heaven, but overall
no one knows that much about it. What is clearly revealed is that
Jesus Christ is the source about truth in heaven. He tells us that
heaven is a prepared place (Jn. 14:2), not a state of mind, where
He will take Christians after death, “If | go and prepare a place for
you, | will come again and receive you to Myself, that where | am,
there you may be also.”(Jn. 14:3) We can depend on the words
Jesus gave us about heaven. He said, “| am the way, and the
truth.”(v. 8) We can rely on His word absolutely, and believe in
Him exclusively.

Jesus is the source of life concerning heaven. He invites you
there! If He is not your source of life, then you cannot stay. He
said, "l am the way, and the truth, and the life.”(v. 6) John 1:4
tells us, “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.”
Whoever goes to heaven needs to stick with Him because He is
the life. It is not the blessing things of heaven that give you life.
Jesus said, “| am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not
hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst."(Jn, 6:35) If
you think heaven is great because it offers eternal life and has no
hunger, then you are in trouble. Jesus says, "l am the resurrection
and the life: he who believes in Me will live even if he dies.”(Jn.
11:25) The life is the most valuable thing. The life is precious: In
this life, humans have life, but they lost this truth, People commit
suicide, perform abortions, and practice euthanasia. Each moment
of life is priceless, but only Jesus provides the life that lasts
forever. He is the only source of eternal life.

My dear friend, Jesus is the only way to heaven. He reveals the
truth about heaven, and provides the life that continues in heaven.
Please, come in faith to Jesus and be sure of heaven. Today is the
last Sunday of 2007. How can all of us here, right now, make sure
that we receive the blessing of eternal salvation? Jesus asks us to
build His church, and all year long we have been building. | want
every builder to know that Jesus is the way, truth, and life to
heaven and joy forever. Only believe in Jesus Christ, not in your
way, not in your truth, and not in your life. All your efforts are for
nothing, but your faith is for everything! 4
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