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Sermon for Next Sunda

THE LORD’S SUPPER

For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you,
that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread
(1 Corinthians 11:23)

he Lord’s Supper is all about Jesus’ followers
celebrating His atoning death and the salvation it
" affords to those who trust in Him. In the course of this
celebration believers use certain symbols, which are the
bread and the cup. The bread represents Christ’s broken
body, and the cup represents His shed blood. Jesus made
this important event with His own body. He asks us to "do
this” celebration by remembering Him, worshipping Him,
and fellowshipping with Him and His people. It's a special
time for believers to gather together and obey Christ's
commandment, and a serious time for believers to reflect
on Christ's death and what it personally means to them.

The Lord’s Supper replaced the Passover meal. God's
people ate an unblemished lamb for their Passover
celebration, which reminded them of their deliverance
from slavery and salvation from death. Jesus Christ is the
pure Lamb of God. “Clean out the old leaven so that you
may be a new lump, just as you are in fact unleavened.
For Christ our Passover also has been sacrificed”(1 Cor.
5:7). Jesus Christ is now our Passover. His sacrificial death
delivers believers from sin and gives them eternal life.
Jesus told His followers, “| have earnestly desired to eat
this Passover with you before | suffer; for | say to you, |
shall never again eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of
God"(Lk. 22:15~16). Jesus' last supper started as the
Passover meal, but ended as the Lord's Supper. After
Pentecost the primitive church gathered together for the
Lord's Supper. "They were continually devoting
themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to
the breaking of bread and to prayer”(Ac. 2:42). Sadly, the
Corinthian church strayed away from properly celebrating
the Lord's Supper. Paul heard of their selfish practices and
specifically told them. “Therefore when you meet
together, it is not to eat the Lord's Supper”(1 Cor. 11:20).
The Lord’s Supper is about God's grace and abundant
giving free. It is a holy and humble gathering because the
bread and cup that is given to each participant stands for
Jesus' body and blood.

The Lord’s Supper is referred to by churches around the
world with different names, like Eucharist, Lord's Table,
and Communion, but its purpose remains the same. Jesus
said. "Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone

hears My voice and opens the door, | will come in to him
and will dine with him, and he with Me"(Rev. 3:20).
Believers need to enjoy full fellowship with Jesus. David
made a strong reference point concerning the honor and
privilege of coming to the Lord's Table. “You prepare a
table before me in the presence of my enemies; You have
anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows. Surely
goodness and lovingkindness will follow me all the days of
my life, and | will dwell in the house of the LORD
forever”(Ps. 23:5~6). Jesus has prepared His table for
you. X

The Lord's Supper is not a man made celebration. It is
not some brilliant idea or desire that some human came
up with. Indeed, the Lord’s Supper comes to you directly
from the Lord Himself. “For | received from the Lord that
which | also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the
night in which He was betrayed took bread”(1 Cor. 11:23).
Paul received the Lord’s Supper from the Lord, and it has
been passed on to you through Scripture. The Lord’s
Supper was not devised by a bunch of religious men
discussing or formulating theological doctrines. The
celebration of the Lord's Supper came straight from Jesus.
On the day in which He was betrayed, Jesus instituted the
Lord's Supper. It's hard to imagine such love.

My dear friends, who is going to join today's Lord's
Supper? Only His people are allowed to partake in such a
blessing. If you have betrayal in your heart, please repent
and go to the Lord for cleansing. Carefully examine
yourself. Even though Jesus knew Judas would betray
Him, He still took the bread and the cup and gave thanks
to His Heavenly Father. | hope each of you has this love in
your heart. This Lord’s Supper is Jesus' command. The
Corinthian church gave preference to the rich over the
poor, and ‘Paul exhorted them. “But in giving this
instruction, | do not praise you, because you come
together not for the better but for the worse"(1 Cor.
11:17). Please put others above yourself, and don't let the
Lord’s Supper hurt you. Hebrews 12:2 gives us proper
insight. “fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and
perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured
the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.” Amen. |
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