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Your Cross

(Matthew 10:34-39)

“And anyone who does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me.

Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”

day’s éa;suge is a part of the
’I\iln:slmclium Jesus gave to His
disciples before sending them out o
minister to the Jews first, and then later

to the Gentiles. Listen closely to His
words, “Do not think that [ came to

bring peace on the earth; I did not

come to bring peace but a sword. For |
came 1o set a man against his father,
and a daughter against her mother, and
a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law; and a man’s enemies will be
the members of his household. He who

loves father or mother more than Me is
not worthy of Me; and he who loves
son or daughter more than Me is not
worthy of Me. And he who does not
take his cross and follow after Me is
not worthy of Me. He who has found
his life will lose it, and he who has lost
his life for My sake will find it.”

Jesus mentions these important
things, not because He hates you, but
because He loves you. He loves you so
much that He wants to bless you,
Indeed. His teaching goes against your
cultural upbringing. Your own country,
and the world at large, strives for
peace. Families go to great lengths to
be together. Yet, Jesus says that He
came not to bring peace, and that a
man’s enemies will be the members of
his family. This is hard to understand.
Why? Simply because your reality and
dreams are tied to the world's
perceptions. You were educated to
think like this. Jesus bids you to follow
Him because He loves you, and
sincerely wants you to know the truth,
His view is different. Do you truly
aceept His advice?

The significance of
statement is very serious. It requires a
deep relation with God in order to
comply, Those who openly confess
Christ in the face of adversity prove
their faith, and the results are that Jesus
will confess them before His Father
(see Mt. 10:32). In contrast, those who
deny Christ before others, Christ will
also deny them before His Father (see
Mt. 10:33). Jesus loves you. He knows
the number of hairs on your head. He’s

Jesus’

going to take care of you. Not one little
sparrow falls to the ground without His
knowledge; how much more so does
He care for you, His child! Without
faith it is hard, if not impossible, to
understand Jesus’ instructions.

The cross is your real inspiration.
“And he who does not take his cross
and follow after Me is not worthy of

What does it really mean to take
your cross? It signifies sacrificing
oneself and laying down oneself
before Christ. Those who take their
cross endure persecution by relying on
Jesus for their strength. They lose the
wealth of the world in order to gain the
treasures of life, They wait for their
Father’s will in heaven. They

If you give up your selfishness,

and take your cross, you can find the most
beautiful life. Not the kind of beauty
known to the world, such as life, fame and fortune
but the kind of beauty that
lasts forever. People who don’t want to

take their cross, who

prefer to do their own thing, only find trouble.
But those who choose to suffer

a little now, compared to a lot later,

Jind a joy that is unspeakable and a peace

that is everlasting. Jesus promises that His

yoke is easy and His burden light

(see Mt. 11:30). His way may appear to be more difficult

than the world’s, but compared

to the ending destinations of all humans, heaven

or hell, it is very easy. Therefore,

take your cross now, for tomorrow

is promised to no one.

Me" (v. 38). In other words, your cross
is above all earthly things. Your
allegiance, even to death, is demanded
of Christ’s followers. Your cross must
follow His cross. Jesus is the only one
who can lead you from here to heaven.
This journey is not fun. It’s not filled
with physical comfort and happiness,
but leads to marching toward
suffering, scorning, laboring and trying
times. My dear friend, do you really
understand your cross? If you want to
truly get it all, then take your cross and
follow where He leads you.

understand that their cross was made
widely, kindly, and well by their Father
because only that way can they meet
God the Father. That’s your cross,
that’s my cross, that’s the cross that
leads to heaven.

What should you do with your
cross? Take it and follow Jesus. You
did not choose the cross, nor did you
make the cross. Your duty is only to
take it, without complaining,
neglecting, philosophizing and
despising the way God has chosen for
you. You don't just touch it or pick it

up whenever you feel like, you take it
to go forward. You boldly take it, and
patiently, step by step, follow where it
leads. Jesus’ cross is bigger. Wherever
He points, you should obediently
follow because this is necessary. And
with thanksgiving you should follow
because this is the eternal way of
endurance. This heavy burden is a
royal novel. It is a sanctifying burden.
This burden allows you to fellowship
with God. It is the best and only way
for dealing with your sin.

How can you be encouraged? You
have to think only this way! You have
to see that the cross is the absolute,
only way to become His disciple. Your
spiritual eyes can then see the beauty
of your sacrificial cross upon your
family, church and society. When you
take the cross, you feel His love, not
only for yourself, but the world. In
other words, you know the love Jesus
has for society. You understand more
of God’s grace. Your faith grows.
‘When you take your cross, you have
hope. You are born again. When you
take your cross, you honor Jesus. You
have true peace. When you take your
cross, you really find the blessing of
God. You receive the fruit of the Holy
Spirit. When you take your cross, you
have great expectations about the
crown of life. You know that without
the cross there is no crown.

If you give up your selfishness, and
take your cross, you can find the most
beautiful life. Not the kind of beauty
known to the world such as life, fame
and fortune but the kind of beauty that
lasts forever. People who don’t want to
take their cross, who prefer to do their
own thing, only find trouble, But those
who choose to suffer a little now,
compared o a lot later, find a joy that
is unspeakable and a peace that is
everlasting. Jesus promises that His
yoke is easy and His burden light (see
Mt. 11:30). His way may appear to be
more difficult than the world’s, but
compared to the ending destinations of
all humans, heaven or hell, it is very
easy. Therefore, take your cross now,
for tomorrow is promised to no one. f
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