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Who are these?

(Isaiah 60:8)

“Who are these who fly like a cloud, And like the doves to their lattices?”

loday’s chapter begins, “Arise, shine; for
Tyour light has come, and the glory of the
Lord has risen upon you” (v. 1). These are
the encouraging words of God that call us to
wake-up and glow. Why? Because our light
has come! There's a glorious song which
renders this meaning, “Brightly beams our
Father’s mercy, from His lighthouse ever
more, but to us He gives the keeping, of the
light along the shore, let the lower lights be
burning, send a gleam across the wave, some
poor fainting, struggling seamen, you may
rescue, you may save.” Indeed, the Bible
tells us, “Nations will come to your light,
and kings to the brightness of your rising” (v.
3). This is definitely a blessing of the
Messiah, a blessing of the church. The glory
of the Lord rises upon those who believe in
Jesus Christ. Our calling to “arise” and
“shine™ means that we must faithfully reveal
Christ so that others may see His light.

On this earth, the body of Christ, the
Church, is being built. So many people seek
Him. Let’s praise the Lord and emphasize
the secret of God which is Christ. It is His
light that makes people want to discover
Him. They come far, far from home to find
Him. Who are these people? “Who are these
who fly like a cloud, and like the doves to
their lattices™ (v. 8)? They are believers who
have seen God's light. They fly like a cloud,
in great numbers, and as doves to their
lattices, that is, as Spirit led believers to the
Church. Jesus is the most wonderful
attraction when we life Him up. When
Christians march to Calvary, when they take
their crosses and experience resurrection life,
they find God’s love divine.

Those who see such miracles will
undoubtedly have many questions. For
instance, why are there so many redeemed
people, like a cloud? The answer is plain,
simple, and easy. The whole world is filled
with sins, everyone is a sinner. Jesus’
redemptive power is great. It changes our
sinful nature into a spiritual nature, it erases
our sins, and it makes us righteous in the
eyes of God. God’s blessings upon His

children are immeasurable. “For of His
fullness we have all received, and grace
upon grace” (Jn. 1:16). Amen! My brothers
and sisters, the power of the Holy Spirit is so
strong that there isn’t a chain unbreakable.
His ability to bring people to Christ is
insurmountable. And our heavenly home that
the Lord has prepared is wide and plenty.
There will be so many converted people, like
a cloud, who will sing in heaven, “After
these things I looked, and behold, a great
multitude which no one could count, from
every nation and all tribes and peoples and
tongues, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, and
palm branches were in their hands; and they
cry out with a loud voice, saying, ‘Salvation
to our God who sits on the throne, and to the
Lamb™ (Rv. 7:9-11). Do you believe it?

Perhaps some will ask why believers fly,
like doves, to their church (lattices). The
reason is because this world is so dangerous.
The devil is prowling around like a roaring
lion, seeking someone to devour (see 1 Pet.
5:8). Also, our time here on earth is too short
to be monkeying around. Salvation is too
serious a matter to postpone. The winds of
the Holy Spirit compel believers to rush, to
fly, to their place of refuge. He leads all
sinners to safety. Their spiritual desire is for
spiritual food. They are starving and thirsty
to be fed the Word of God. Like doves that
fly straight and sure, believers rush home for
comfort. “But we all, with unveiled face,
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory, just as from the
Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18). The Holy
Spirit leads Christians to behold constantly
Christ’s divine glory, and this beholding
changes or transforms us from one degree of
glory to another.

What is the reason they all fly together?
Because each believer is in the same
common danger. They are all seeking safety.
They don’t have time to argue. Their shared
belief is in seeking one Savior—the One
who offers the glories of wonderful heaven.

“All the flocks of Kedar will be gathered
together to you, the rams of Nebaioth will
minister to you; they will go up with
acceptance on My alter, and I shall glorify
My glorious house” (v. 7). Believers will go
with acceptance to God’s altar because He
wants to make his altar a glorious place. God
says, “I will shake all the nations; and they
will come with the wealth of all nations, and
1 will find this house with glory. The silver is
Mine and the gold is Mine, declares the Lord
of hosts” (Hg. 2:7&8). Indeed, the splendor
of God’s church will be glorious, like the
kingdom of heaven. How glorious? “Behold,
I am going to send My messenger, and he
will clear the way before Me. And the Lord,
whom you seek, will suddenly come to His
temple; and the messenger of the covenant,
in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,
says the Lord of hosts” (Mal. 3:1). God
made the church of Christ safe and glorious.
His church shows all the light.

All true believers have found a place of
heaven in the church, which is the body of
Christ. They find rest, fellowship, and a true
home. That's why they fly, dash, and run like
a cloud. All these doves escape from the
eagle by coming to safety in the place of
Jesus. In church, they find everything
because Christ is everything. His dwelling is
so lovely that just as the birds who can nest
in the Temple, so believers find joy in raising
their children in the church (see Ps. 84:3).
They find true brothers and sisters, all
converts from sin.

‘Who are these people individually? Some
are children, students, old-time believers,
foreigners, strangers, returning backsliders,
forgiven murderers, and even answers to
prayer. How about you? Are you one of
these? Do you have reason to hurry, to fly?
Come to Jesus first. Then don’t delay in
coming to His church. “They will come
trembling like birds from Egypt and like doves
from the land of Assyria; and I will settle them
in their houses, declares the Lord”(Ho. 11:11).
Amen! 4
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