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Hebrews has a unique attraction different from other Pauline epistles.
When [ was young, there were some who said Hebrews might have been
written by Paul, however, the result of recent studies negated this assump-
tion. I also think there are too many unreasonable factors in claiming Paul
wrote Hebrews in several respects. "Therefore, brothers and sisters, since
we have confidence to enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a new
and living way which He inaugurated for us through the veil, that is,
through His flesh,(Heb 10:19-20)" The best out of the benefits we have ob-
tained from the treasure-like blood of Jesus is the fact that we have the
confidence to enter the holy place. This way Jesus created is a different way
from any of the former ways, a new way and the only way of life. Accord-
ing to the sacrificial system of the Old Testament, the way to the holy place
was blocked by the veil so that only a special person could enter on a spe-
cial day. However, due to the blood of Jesus, there occurred a way in which
saints could meet Jesus directly face to face. "The beginning of the gospel
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, just as it is written in Isaiah the prophet:
“Behold, I am sending My messenger before You, Who will prepare Your
way; (Mark 1:1-2)" That's why the New Testament indicates the ministry of
Jesus is the ministry of producing the way and refers to John the Baptist as

the last person of the Old Testament preparing the way of Jesus.

The Law and sacrifices

There appear two ways of approaching God in Exodus. The event that
the Israelites came out of Egypt through the lead of Moses was the libera-
tion from the bondage of slavery as well as the liberation from sins from
the spiritual perspective. One step further, God did not allow the Israelites
to stay in the wilderness but led them to Mount Sinai and gave them the
Ten Commandments and the Tabernacle. God arranged for them to reach
Him through obtaining righteousness by observing the law and also
opened the way to remission of sins by offering sacrifices when they broke
the law. This context also continues in the New Testament. The Apostle
Paul explains the way to righteousness centering on the law. Examining
not only Romans and Galatians but also Pauline epistles, we can under-
stand the way God newly gave us who can not be saved through the law is
grace. In other words, the way newly opened through the fulfillment of the
law by Jesus is the very way of grace. In comparison with this, Hebrews
deals with the way to righteousness centering on the sacrificial system. Es-
pecially, through dealing with the sacrificial system from chapter 4 to the
front part of chapter 10 of Hebrews, he explains that the sacrificial systems
in the Old Testament period were complicated, but there is no more ne-

cessity for sacrifices by Jesus' offering up his body as a sacrifice once for all.

Habakkuk, Romans, Galatians, Hebrews

We obtained the confidence to enter the holy place, however, as if the Is-
raelites did not stay in the wilderness after they came out of Egypt, we also
have to go one step further and live out by faith on this earth. That's the
reason why Hebrews 11, which is called the Hall of Faith, shows us the lives
of saints who preceded us. "For in it the righteousness of God is revealed
from faith to faith; as it is written: “But the righteous one will live by faith.
(Rom 1:17)” The word that 'the righteous one will live by faith' is the most
fundamental theme of Romans. "Now, that no one is justified by the Law
before God is evident; for, “the righteous one will live by faith.(Gal 3:11)”
The reason why the phrase Paul emphasized not only in Romans but also
in Galatians is also repeated in Hebrews is that this word is also recorded in
Habakkuk in the Old Testament. Habakkuk, a prophet of an earnest char-
acter threw to God a question about why fair and righteous God remains a
silent and idle onlooker(Hab 1:13) in a society where justice falls and futile

Sermon in English Translation

My Righteous One Will Live By Faith

(Hebrews 10:32-39)

Rev. Kyu Sam Han

arguments are exuberant. Habakkuk made a resolution to struggle with the
question that we can also embrace today until he could receive the answer
from God(Hab 2:11). “Behold, as for the impudent one, His soul is not right
within him; But the righteous one will live by his faith.(Hab 2:4)" To this,
God gave the prophet Habakkuk the lesson to live by his faith till the last
day which will come rapidly. Like the circumstance of the period when
Hebrews was written, or that of the period of the prophet Habakkuk, today
when we are living is also a period of hardships. Since it is getting harder
and difficult more and more to live as a man of faith in a world where sec-
ularism prevails, we should accept the word 'the righteous one will live by

faith' as a lesson for us.

The life of the righteous one living by faith

"But My righteous one will live by faith; And if he shrinks back, My soul
has no pleasure in him.(v. 88)" The text instructs us not only the doctrine
that the righteous one will live by faith but also the principle of living by
faith. It is that we should not shrink back in living as saints. The Bible de-
fines being slid by the temptations at the moments of living in the world as
'to make a retreat. The English Bible expresses it 'Shrink Back', which
means 'cower’, 'draw back’ In other words, the Bible exhorts, 'Do not with-
draw from the life that is close to God! Do not drift away due to the com-
ing temptations and pressures in living the right life with right faith. "It has
often thrown him both into the fire and into the water to kill him. But if
You can do anything, take pity on us and help us!” But Jesus said to him, “If
You can?’ All things are possible for the one who believes.(Mark 9:22-23)”
What Jesus said to the father who pleaded to cure his demon-possessed
child, ‘If You can?’ All things are possible for the one who believes, is just
the word Jesus gives us now. He challenges, 'You who have faith, do not
shrink back. Live with faith, Since I am with you, do not become weak, nor

cowered.

"Even if the fig tree does not blossom, And there is no fruit on the vines,
If the yield of the olive fails, And the fields produce no food, Even if the
flock disappears from the fold, And there are no cattle in the stalls, Yet I
will triumph in the Lord, I will rejoice in the God of my salvation.(Hab
3:17-18)" The prophet Habakkuk proposes the image of an exemplary saint
living waiting for God who will come soon. When you live on this earth
with faith, you can enjoy the life of being pleased and rejoicing at any time
even though you have the yield decreased a little and you can not have
what you want. That's why we should lead a life of saints who decide before
God not to shrink back, rather than a life of holding on to the world.
"Therefore, do not throw away your confidence, which has a great reward.
(v. 85)" For this, the writer of Hebrews says we need confidence. "For you
have need of endurance, so that when you have done the will of God, you
may receive what was promised.(v. 36)" We need endurance, too. "For yet
in a very little while, He who is coming will come, and will not delay.(v. 37)"
However, since Jesus promised that he would come soon, we do not crouch
down but can move forward in hope. I bless in the name of the Lord that
you trust in the promise which is not yet fulfilled, do not shrink back,
move forward boldly enduring, and become righteous one who is living
with faith in Jesus Christ.
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