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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

CHRISTIAN SECRET

“as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making many rich,

as having nothing yet possessing all things.” (2 Corinthians 6:10)

'0 be sure, the Christian life, especially as documented in the Book
_I_ow= Acts, is difficult, demanding, and very often dangerous. The
apostles and disciples suffered terrible persecution, endured great
stress, and faced depressing hardships. Yet, as Paul mentions in
today's Bible verse, in everything servants of God commend
themselves “as sorrowful yet always rejoicing, as poor yet making
many rich, as having nothing yet possessing all things”(2 Cor. 6:10).
This is the Christian's life secret!

Paul wrote to the church at Rome, "I am telling the truth in Christ, |
am not lying, my conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit, that |
have great sorrow and unceasing grief in my heart”(Rom. 9:1&2). He
experienced much adversity and turmoil living in Christ. He told the
Corinthian church, “Five times | received from the Jews thirty-nine
lashes. Three times | was beaten with rods, once | was stoned, three
times | was shipwrecked, a night and a day | have spent’in the deep. |
have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from
robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles,
dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea,
dangers among false brethren; | have been in labor and hardship,
through many sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without
food, in cold and exposure. Apart from such external things, there is
the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches”(2 Cor. 11:24-
28). His outer-physical and inner-spiritual afflictions were immense, but
because he found the secret of happiness, he was able to express joy
in the midst of sorrow, pain, and suffering. Indeed, he was sorrowful,
yet always rejoicing; poor, yet able to make many rich; having nothing,
but possessing all things. How can that be?

The Christian secret is in knowing Jesus forgives and cleanses your
sins. If you believe in Jesus Christ, He forgives your past. 1 John 1.9
says, "If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” Jesus took the
cross, denying Himself everything. His sacrifice made it possible for
humans to confess Him as their Lord and Savior, surrender themselves
as sinners, ask for forgiveness, and receive new life. Psalm 32:1
reminds us, “How blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered!” The reason human life is so awful is because
of Adam and Eve’s sin. When they went against God, sin, with all its
dreadful consequences, entered the human race and the world in
general. Before their sin, they enjoyed perfect harmony with God, but
afterward that relationship was broken and death took its place. Jesus
came to restore our relationship with God, and give us eternal life. His
forgiveness cleanses us and changes us into newborn Christians-
children of God. For now, the devil controls this earth and human life is
difficult, but only for a short time. Believers have eternal life with the
glory of God, all because Jesus forgives and cleanses their past here
and now.

The Christian secret is in knowing the Lord God always leads and
watches over His children. He is our eternal refuge, “The eternal God

is a dwelling place, and underneath are the everlasting arms; and He
drove out the enemy from before you, and said, ‘Destroy’"(Dt. 33:27)!
This earthly life is uncertain, filed with arguments, battles, and trials,
but Jesus is our Shepherd. In his most beautiful song of trust, David
pictures the Lord as the great shepherd who provides for and protects
His sheep,” The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want. He makes me
lie down in green pastures; He leads me beside quiet waters. He
restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness for His
name's sake. Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, | fear no evil, for You are with me" (Ps. 23:1-4). Paul asks, "What
then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against
us?"(Rom. 8:31). The Lord will protect and lead you through this life.
Please do nat put your trust in stupid earthly things, “Make sure that
your character is free from the love of money, being content with what
you have; for He Himself has said, ‘| will never desert you, nor will |
ever forsake you,' so that we confidently say, ‘The Lord is My Helper, |
will not be afraid. What will man do to me?*"(Heb. 13:5-6). Jesus is
unchanging, the same yesterday, today, and forever. So, do not be
carried away by varied and strange teachings; “for it is good for the
heart to be strengthened by grace, not by foods, through which those
who were so occupied were not benefited” (Heb. 13:9). You need to be
careful that the daily toils of life, food, shelter, and clothing, do not
bother your faith. Jesus will provide everything you need. He will lead
and protect you to the end of your life. He will always be with you.

The Christian secret is in knowing your future is clear and beautiful.
Jesus said, “In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if it were
not so, | would have told you; for | go to prepare a place for you"(Jn.
14:2). There is no need for you to be afraid, but there is great need for
you to be faithful and believe in Jesus. Paul told Timothy, “In the future
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but
also to all who have loved His appearing”(2 Tim. 4:8). Paul reassured
the Corinthian church, “For we know that if the earthly tent which is
our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not
made with hands, etemal in the heavens”(2 Cor. 5:1). John mentions,
“Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet
what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him,
because we will see Him just as He is”(1 Jn. 3:2). Such a clear and
perfect picture of your future can only fill your heart with joy.

Right now, things look sorrowful, but you can still rejoice. Paul
considered the sorrows and sufferings of this present time "not
worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to
us"(Rom. 8:18). Knowing Jesus forgives your past, protects and guides
you in your daily life, and is preparing a heavenly eternal home just for
you, is the Christian secret to a happiness that overcomes and endures
all things. | hope you know Jesus as your Lord and Savior, so that you
can experience the joy of His amazing love. Amen.
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