| have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live,
but Christ lives in me.(Galatians 2:20)
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" I have been crucified with Christ and | no longer live,
5 but Christ lives in me.(Galatians 2:20)
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The men of Ephraim called out their
forces, crossed over to Zaphon and
said to Jephthah, "Why did you go to
fight the Ammonites without calling
uUs to go with you? We're going to
burn down your house aver your
head.”

lephthah answered, "l and my peaple
were engaged in a great struggle with
the Ammaonites, and although | called,
you didn't save me out of their hands.
When | saw that you wouldn't help, |
took my life in my hands and crossed
over to fight the Ammonites, and the
LORD gave me the victory over them.
Now why have you come up today to
fight me?"

lephthah then called together the
men of Gilead and fought against
Ephraim. The Gileadites struck them
down because the Ephraimites had
said, “You Gileadites are renegades
from Ephraim and Manasseh."

The Gileadites captured the fords of
the Jordan leading to Ephraim, and
whenever a survivor of Ephraim said,
"Let me cross over," the men of Gilead
asked him, "Are you an Ephraimite?”
Ifhe replied, "No,"

they said, "All right, say "Shibboleth."
If he said, "Sibboleth," because he
could not pronounce the word
correctly, they seized him and killed
him at the fords of the Jordan. Forty-
two thousand Ephraimites were killed

A Qlohrh Fon Zi2sk] ¢l 19| Adgell A at that time.
rbE|ele et Jephthah led Israel six years. Then
Jephthah the Gileadite died, and was
buried in atown in Gilead.
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8 After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem led
Israel.

9 He had thirty sons and thirty
daughters, He gave his daughters
away in marriage to those outside his
clan, and for his sons he brought in
thirty young women as wives from
outside his clan. Ibzan led Israel seven
years.

10 Then Ibzan died, and was buried in
Bethlehem.

11 After him, Elon the Zebulunite led
lsrael ten years.

12 Then Elon died, and was buried in
Aijalen inthe land of Zebulun.

13 After him, Abdon son of Hillel, from
Pirathon, led Israel.

14 He had forty sons and thirty
grandsons, who rode on seventy
donkeys. He led srael eight years.

15 Then Abdon son of Hillel died, and
was buried at Pirathon in Ephraim, in
the hill country of the Amalekites.
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of the LORD, so the LORD delivered
them into the hands of the Philistines
for forty years.

A certain man of Zorah, named
Manoah, from the clan of the Danites,
had a wife who was sterile and
remained childless.

The angel of the LORD appeared to
her and said, "You are sterile and
childless, but you are going to
conceive and havea son.

Now see to it that you drink no wine
or other fermented drink and that you
do not eat anything unclean,

because you will conceive and give
birth to a son. Ne razor may be used
on his head, because the boy is to be a
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Nazirite, set apart to God from birth,
and he will begin the deliverance of
Israel from the hands of the
Philistines.”

& Then the woman went to her
husband and told him, "A man of God
came to me. He looked like an angel
of God, very awesome. | didn't ask
him where he came from, and he
didn't tell me his name.

7 But he said to me, "You will conceive
and give birth to a son. Now then,
drink no wine or other fermented
drink and do not eat anything
unclean, because the boy will be a
Nazirite of God from birth until the
day of his death."

& Then Manoah prayed to the LORD:
"0 LORD, | beg you, let the man of
God you sent to us come again to
teach us how to bring up the boy who
is to be born."

g God heard Manocah, and the angel of
God came again to the woman while
she was out in the field; but her
husband Manoah was nat with her.

10 The woman hurried to tell her
husband, "He's here! The man who
appeared ta me the other day!”

11 Manoah got up and followed his wife.
When he came to the man, he said,
"Are you the one who talked ta my
wife?" "l am," he said.

12 So Manoah asked him, "When your
words are fulfilled, what is to be the
rule for the boy's life and work?"

13 The angel of the LORD answered,
"Your wife must do all that | have told
her.

14 She must not eat anything that comes
from the grapevine, nor drink any
wine or other fermented drink nor eat
anything unclean. She must do
everything | have commanded her."
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15 Manoah said to the angel of the
LORD, "We would like you to stay
until we prepare a young goat for
you."

16 The angel of the LORD replied, "Even
though you detain me, | will not eat
any of your food. But if you prepare a
burnt offering, offer it to the LORD."
(Mancah did not realize that it was
the angel of the LORD.)

17 Then Manoah inquired of the angel of
the LORD, "What is your name, 50
that we may honor you when your
word comes true?”

18 He replied, "Why do you ask my
name? Itis beyond understanding.”

19 Then Manoah took a young goat,
together with the grain offering, and
sacrificed it on a rock to the LORD.
And the LORD did an arnazing thing
while Manoah and his wife watched:

20 As the flame blazed up from the altar
toward heaven, the angel of the
LORD ascended in the flame. Seeing
this, Manocah and his wife fell with
their faces to the ground.

21 When the angel of the LORD did not
show himself again to Manoah and his
wife, Manoah realized that it was the
angel of the LORD.

22 "We are doormed to die!" he said to his
wife."We have seen God!"

23 But his wife answered, "If the LORD
had meant to kill us, he would not
have accepted a burnt offering and
grain offering from our hands, nor
shown us all these things or now told
us this."

2¢4 The wornan gave birth to a boy and
named him Samson. He grew and the
LORD blessed him,

25 and the Spirit of the LORD began to
stir him while he was in Mahaneh
Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.
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Samson went down ta Timnah and
saw there a young Philistine woman.
When he returned, he said to his
father and mother, "l have seen a
Philistine woman in Timnah; now get
her for me as my wife."

His father and mother replied, "lsn't
there an acceptable woman among
your relatives or among all our
people? Must you go to the
uncircumcised Philistines to get a
wife?" But Samson said to his father,
"Get her for me. She's the right one
forme."

(His parents did not know that this
was from the LORD, who was seeking
an occasion to confront the
Philistines; for at that time they were
ruling overlsrael.)

Samson went down to Timnah
together with his father and mother.
As they approached the vineyards of
Timnah, suddenly a young lion came
roaring toward him.

The Spirit of the LORD came upon
him in power so that he tore the lion
apart with his bare hands as he might
have torn a young geat. But he told
neither his father nor his mother what
he had done.

Then he went down and talked with
the woman, and he liked her.

Some time later, when he went back
to marry her, he turned aside to look
at the lion's carcass. In it was a swarm
of bees and some honey,

which he scooped out with his hands
and ate as he went along. When he
rejoined his parents, he gave them
some, and they too ate it. But he did
not tell them that he had taken the
honey from the lion's carcass.
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10 Now his father went down to see the
woman. And Samson made a feast
there, as was customary for
bridegrooms.

11 When he appeared, he was given
thirty companions.

12 "Let me tell you a riddle," Samson said
to them. "If you can give me the
answer within the seven days of the
feast, | will give you thirty linen
garments and thirty sets of clothes.

13 If you can't tell me the answer, you
must give me thirty linen garments
and thirty sets of clothes.” "Tell us
your riddle," they said. "Let's hear it."

14 He replied, "Out of the eater,
something to eat; out of the strong,
something sweet." For three days
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they could not give the answer.

15 On the fourth day, they said to

Samson's wife, "Coax your husband
into explaining the riddle for us, or we
will burn you and your father's
household to death. Did you invite us
here to rob us?"

16 Then Samson's wife threw herself on

him, sobbing, "You hate me! You
don't really love me. You've given my
people a riddle, but you haven't told
me the answer.” "l haven't even
explained it to my father or mother,"
he replied, "so why should | explain it
toyou?"

17 She cried the whole seven days of the

feast. So on the seventh day he finally
told her, because she continued to
press him. She in turn explained the
riddle to her people.

18 Before sunset on the seventh day the

men of the town said to him, "What is
sweeter than honey? What is stronger
than a lion?" Samson said to them, "If
you had not plowed with my heifer,
you would not have solved my riddle."

19 Then the Spirit of the LORD came

upon him in power. He went down to
Ashkelon, struck down thirty of their
men, stripped them of their
belongings and gave their clothes to
those who had explained the riddle.
Burning with angar, he went up to his
father's house.

20 And Samson's wife was given to the

friend wha had attended him at his
wedding.
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Later on, at the time of wheat harvest,
Samson took a young goat and went
to visit his wife. He said, "I'm going to
my wife's room." But her father would
not let him goiin.

"l was so sure you thoroughly hated
her," he said, “that | gave her to your
friend. Isn't her younger sister more
attractive? Take herinstead.”
Samson said to them, "This time |
have a right to get even with the
Philistines; | will really harm them."

So he went out and caught three
hundred foxes and tied them tail to
tail in pairs. He then fastened a torch
to every pair of tails,

lit the torches and let the foxes loose
in the standing grain of the Philistines,
He burned up the shocks and standing
grain, together with the vineyards and
olive groves.

When the Philistines asked, “Who did
this?" they were told, "Samson, the
Timnite's son-in-law, because his wife
was given to his friend.” So the
Philistines went up and burned her
and her father to death.

Samson said to them, "Since you've
acted like this, | won't stop until | get
my revenge on you."

He attacked them viciously and
slaughtered many of them. Then he
went down and stayed in a cave in the
rock of Etam.
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o 71..‘ &)} in Judah, spreading out near Lehi.

s =gl Lslot Sl Ol 10 The men of Judah asked, "Why have
10 "'"* AerEe) o125 L7t ojAlstlel FeA you come to fight us?" "We have

PelE Al o) diEsts 207k S22 A come to take Samson prisoner," they
% Mg Aulkste] 7] S-2ofA| Sigk o2 1o answered, "to do to him as he did to
A siate] ghol2et sh=A]et us."

: - - A 7la] Ak Then three thousand men from Judah
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realize that the Philistines are rulers
over us? What have you done to us?"
He answered, "l merely did to them
what they did to me."

12 They said to him, "We've come to tie
you up and hand you over to the
Philistines." Samson said, "Swear to
me that you won't kill me yourselves."

13 "Agreed," they answered. "We will
only tie you up and hand you over to
them. We will not kill you." So they
bound him with two new ropes and
led him up from the rock.

14, As he approached Lehi, the Philistines
came toward him shouting. The Spirit
of the LORD came upon him in
power. The ropes on his arms became
like charred flax, and the bindings
dropped from his hands.

15 Finding a fresh jawbone of a donkey,
he grabbed it and struck down a
thousand men.

16 Then Samson said, "With a donkey's
jawbone | have made donkeys of
them. With a donkey's jawbone | have
killed a thousand men."

17 When he finished speaking, he threw
away the jawbone; and the place was
called Ramath Lehi.

18 Because he was very thirsty, he cried
out to the LORD, "You have given
your servant this great victory. Must |
now die of thirst and fall into the
hands of the uncircurncised?"

19 Then God opened up the hollow place
in Lehi, and water came out of it.
When Samson drank, his strength
returned and he revived. So the spring
was called En Hakkore, and it is still
there in Lehi.

20 Samson led Israel for twenty years in
the days of the Philistines.
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One day Samson went to Gaza, where
he saw a prostitute. He went in to
spend the night with her.

The people of Gaza were told,
“Samsan is here!" So they surrounded
the place and lay in wait for him all
night at the city gate. They made no
move during the night, saying, "At
dawn we'll kill him."

But Samson lay there only until the
middle of the night. Then he got up
and took hold of the doors of the city
gate, together with the two posts, and
tore themn |oose, bar and all. He lifted
them to his shoulders and carried them
to the top of the hill that faces Hebron.
Some time later, he fell in love with a
woman in the Valley of Sorek whose
name was Delilah.

The rulers of the Philistines went to her
and said, "See if you can lure him into
showing you the secret of his great
strength and how we can overpower
him so we may tie him up and subdue
him. Each one of us will give you eleven
hundred shekels of silver."

So Delilah said to Samson, "Tell me the
secret of your great strength and how
you can be tied up and subdued.”
Samson answered her, "If anyone ties
me with seven fresh thongs that have
not been dried, I'l become as weak as
any other man."

Then the rulers of the Philistines
brought her seven fresh thongs that
had not been dried, and she tied him
with them.

With men hidden in the room, she
called to him, "Samson, the Philistines
are upon you!" But he snapped the
thongs as easily as a piece of string
snaps when it comes close to a flame.
So the secret of his strength was not
discovered.
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13 Delilah then said 1o Samson, "Until now,
you have been making a fool of me and
lying to me. Tell me how you can be tied.”
He replied, "If you weave the seven braids
of my head into the fabric on the loom and
tighten it with the pin, I'l become as weak
as any other man." So while he was
sleeping, Delilah took the seven braids of
his head, wove them inta the fabric

14, and tightened it with the pin. Again she
called to him, "Samson, the Philistines are
upon you!" He awoke from his sleep and
pulled up the pin and the loom, with the
fabric.

15 Then she said to him, "How can you say, |
love you,' when you won't confide in me?
This is the third time you have made a fool
of me and haven't told me the secret of
your great strength.”

16 With such nagging she prodded him day
after day until he was tired to death.

17 So he told her everything. "Mo razor has
ever been used on my head," he said,
"because | have been a Nazirite set apart
to God since birth. If my head were
shaved, my strength would leave me, and |
would become as weak as any other man.”

18 When Delilah saw that he had told her
everything, she sent word to the rulers of
the Philistines, "Come back ance more; he
has told me everything." So the rulers of
the Philistines returned with the silver in
their hands.

1g Having put him to sleep on her lap, she
called a man to shave off the seven braids
of his hair, and so began to subdue him.
And his strength left him.

20 Then she called, "Samson, the Philistines
are upon you!" He awoke from his sleep
and thought, "I'l go out as before and
shake myself free.” But he did not know
that the LORD had left him,

21 Then the Philistines seized him, gouged
out his eyes and took him down to Gaza.
Binding him with bronze shackles, they set
him to grinding in the prison.

22 But the hair on his head began to grow
again after it had been shaved.
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23 Now the rulers of the Philistines
assemnbled to offer a great sacrifice to
Dagon their god and to celebrate, saying,
“Our god has delivered Samson, our
enemy, into our hands."

24 When the people saw him, they praised
their god, saying, "Our god has delivered
our enemy into our hands, the one who
laid waste our land and multiplied our
slain."

25 While they were in high spirits, they
shouted, "Bring out Samson to entertain
us." So they called Samson out of the
prison, and he performed for them.
When they stood him amang the pillars,

26 Samson said to the servant who held his
hand, "Put me where | can feel the pillars
that support the temple, so that | may
lean against them."

27 Now the temple was crowded with men
and women; all the rulers of the
Philistines were there, and on the roof
were about three thousand men and
women watching Samson perform.

28 Then Samsan prayed to the LORD, "O
Sovereign LORD, remember me. O God,
please strengthen me just once more,
and let me with one blow get revenge on
the Philistines for my two eyes."

29 Then Samson reached toward the two
central pillars on which the temple stood.
Bracing himself against them, his right
hand on the one and his left hand on the
other,

30 Samson said, "Let me die with the
Philistines!" Then he pushed with all his
might, and down came the temple on the
rulers and all the peaople in it. Thus he
killed many more when he died than
while he lived.

31 Then his brothers and his father's whole
family went down to get him. They
brought him back and buried him
between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb
of Manoah his father. He had led Israel
twenty years.
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heard you utter a curse -- | have that
silver with me; | took it." Then his
maother said, "The LORD bless you, my
son!"

When he returned the eleven hundred
shekels of silver to his mother, she said,
"l salemnly consecrate my silver to the
LORD for my son to make a carved
image and a cast idal. | will give it back
to you."

So he returned the silver to his mother,
and she took two hundred shekels of
silver and gave them to a silversmith,
who made them into the image and
the idol. And they were put in Micah's
house.

Now this man Micah had a shrine, and
he made an ephod and some idols and
installed one of his sons as his priest.

In those days Israel had no king;
everyone did as he saw fit

A young Levite from Bethlehem in
Judah, who had been living within the
clan of Judah,

left that town in search of some other
place to stay. On his way he came to
Micah's house in the hill country of
Ephraim.

Micah asked him, "Where are you
from?" "I'm a Levite from Bethlehem in
Judah," he said, "and I'm looking for a
place tostay."

Then Micah said to him, "Live with me
and be my father and priest, and I'll
give you ten shekels of silver a year,
your clothes and your food "

So the Levite agreed to live with him,
and the young man was to him like one
of his sons.

Then Micah installed the Levite, and
the young man became his priest and
lived in his house.

And Micah said, "Now | know that the
LORD will be good to me, since this
Levite has becorme my priest.”
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them, "Go, explore the land." The
men entered the hill country of
Ephraim and came to the house of
Micah, where they spent the night.
When they were near Micah's house,
they recognized the voice of the
young Levite; so they turned in there
and asked him, "Who brought you
here? What are you doing in this
place? Why are you here?"

He told them what Micah had done
for him, and said, "He has hired me
and | am his priest.”

Then they said to him, "Please inquire
of God to learn whether our journey
will be successful."

The priest answered them, "Ga in
peace. Your journey has the LORD's
approval.”

So the five men left and came to
Laish, where they saw that the people
were living in safety, like the
Sidonians, unsuspecting and secure.
And since their land lacked nothing,
they were prosperous. Also, they lived
a long way from the Sidonians and
had no relationship with anyone else.
When they returned to Zorah and
Eshtaol, their brothers asked them,
"How did you find things?"

They answered, “Come on, let's attack
them! We have seen that the land is
very good. Aren't you going to do
something? Don't hesitate to go there
and take it over.

10 When you get there, you will find an

unsuspecting people and a spacious
land that God has put into your hands,
aland that lacks nothing whatever."
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11 Then six hundred men from the clan
of the Danites, armed for battle, set
out from Zorah and Eshtaol.

12 On their way they set up camp near
Kiriath Jearim in Judah. This is why
the place west of Kiriath Jearim is
called Mahaneh Dan to this day.

13 From there they went on to the hill
country of Ephraim and came to
Micah's house.

14 Then the five men who had spied out
the land of Laish said to their brothers,
"Do you know that one of these
houses has an ephod, other
household gods, a carved image and &
cast idol? Now you know what to do."

15 So they turned in there and went to
the house of the young Levite at
Micah's place and greeted him.

16 The six hundred Danites, armed for
battle, stood at the entrance to the
gate.

17 The five men who had spied out the
land went inside and took the carved
image, the ephod, the other
household gods and the cast idol
while the priest and the six hundred
armed men stood at the entrance to
the gate.

18 When these men went into Micah's
house and took the carved image, the
ephod, the other household gods and
the cast idol, the priest said to them,
"What are you daing?"

19 They answered him, "Be quiet! Don't
say a word. Come with us, and be our
father and priest. Isn't it better that
you serve a tribe and clan in lsrael as
priest rather than just one man's
household?"

20 Then the priest was glad. He took the
ephod, the other household gods and
the carved image and went along with
the people.
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else do | have? How can you ask,
"What's the matter with you?"

25 The Danites answered, "Don't argue
with us, or some hot-tempered men will
attack you, and you and your family will
lose your lives."

26 So the Danites went their way, and
Micah, seeing that they were too strong
for him, turned around and went back
home.

27 Then they took what Micah had made,
and his priest, and went on to Laish,
against a peaceful and unsuspecting
people. They attacked them with the
sword and burned down their city.

28 There was no one to rescue them
because they lived a long way from
Sidon and had no relationship with
anyone else. The city was in a valley
near Beth Rehob. The Danites rebuilt
the city and settled there,

29 They named it Dan after their
forefather Dan, who was born to Israel -
- though the city used to be called Laish.

30 There the Danites set up for themselves
the idols, and Jonathan son of Gershom,
the son of Mases, and his sons were
priests for the tribe of Dan until the time
of the captivity of the land.

31 They continued to use the idals Micah
had made, all the time the house of God
was in Shiloh,
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In those days Israel had no king. Now
a Levite who lived in a remote area in
the hill country of Ephraim took a
concubine from Bethlehem in Judah,
But she was unfaithful to him. She left
him and went back to her father's
house in Bethlehem, Judah. After she
had been there four months,

her husband went to her to persuade
her to return. He had with him his
servant and two donkeys. She took
him into her father's house, and when
her father saw him, he gladly
welcormed him.

His father-in-law, the girl's father,
prevailed upon him to stay; so he
remained with him three days, eating
and drinking, and sleeping there.

On the fourth day they got up early
and he prepared to leave, but the girl's
father said to his son-in-law, "Refresh
yourself with something to eat; then
you can go."

So the two of them sat down to eat
and drink together. Afterward the
girl's father said, "Please stay tonight
and enjoy yourself."

And when the man got up to go, his
father-in-law persuaded him, so he
stayed there that night.

On the morning of the fifth day, when
he rose to go, the girl's father said,
"Refresh yourself. Wait till afternoon!”
5o the two of them ate together.
Then when the man, with his
concubine and his servant, got up to
leave, his father-in-law, the girl's
father, said, "Now look, it's almost
evening. Spend the night here; the
day is nearly over. Stay and enjoy
yourself. Early tomaorrow marning you
can getup and be on your way horne."
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not Israelites. We will go on to
Gibeah."

13 He added, "Come, let's try to reach
Gibeah or Ramah and spend the night
in one af thase places.”

14 So they went on, and the sun set as
they neared Gibeah in Benjamin.

15 There they stopped to spend the
night. They went and sat in the city
square, but no one took them into his
home for the night.

16 That evening an old man from the hill
country of Ephraim, who was living in
Gibeah (the men of the place were
Benjamites), came in frorn his work in
the fields.

17 When he looked and saw the traveler
in the city square, the old man asked,
"“Where are you going? Where did you
come from?"

18 He answered, "We are on our way
from Bethlehemn in Judah to a remote
area in the hill country of Ephraim
where | live. | have been to Bethlehem
in Judah and now | am going to the
house of the LORD. No one has taken
me into his house.

19 We have both straw and fodder for
our donkeys and bread and wine for
ourselves your servants -- me, your
maidservant, and the young man with
us. We don't need anything."

20 "You are welcome at my house,* the
old man said. "Let me supply
whatever you need. Only don't spend
the night in the square.”

21 5o he took him into his house and fed
his donkeys. After they had washed
their feet, they had something to eat
and drink.
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22 While they were enjoying themselves,
some of the wicked men of the city
surrounded the house. Pounding on
the door, they shouted to the old man
who owned the house, "Bring out the
man who came to your house so we
can have sex with him."

23 The owner of the house went outside
and said to them, "No, my friends,
don't be so vile, Since this man is my
guest, don't do this disgraceful thing.

24 Look, here is my virgin daughter, and
his concubine. | will bring them out to
you now, and you can use them and
do to them whatever you wish. But to
this man, don't do such a disgraceful
thing."

25 But the men would not listen to him
So the man took his concubine and
sent her outside to them, and they
raped her and abused her throughout
the night, and at dawn they let her go.

26 At daybreak the woman went back to
the house where her master was
staying, fell down at the door and lay
there until daylight.

27 When her master got up in the
morning and opened the door of the
house and stepped out to continue on
his way, there lay his concubine, fallen
in the doorway of the house, with her
hands on the threshold.

28 He said to her, "Get up; let's go." But
there was no answer. Then the man
put her an his donkey and set aut far
home.

29 When he reached home, he took a
knife and cut up his concubine, limb
by limb, into twelve parts and sent
them into all the areas of israel.

30 Everyone who saw it said, "Such a
thing has never been seen or done,
not since the day the Israelites came
up out of Egypt. Think about it!
Considerit! Tell us what to do!"
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1 ofef] RE o]t 2fto] chof4sie] Holsufzt 1 Thenall the israelites from Dan to Beersheba

79} "1_x'.ol-ltioﬂ q Lheba] 1 3] 2o olaljs| v) 2} and from the land of Gilead came out as one
o ¢ ) man and assembled before the LORD in
of| 4] o Fe} ool B oL Mizpah:

2 & Ao ol i ol Aekel Wi Auke] o5 5 The leaders of all the people of the tribes of
aiLly] uiAd o] Fdlo|| 40 2R el w o ajslul Israel took their places in the assembly of the
alel o people of Gad, four hundred thousand

s i Idiers armed with swords.

3 o] Aglol) 2l ~ulof] Safrh 21e wjubul Al 50

3 olseidl A Ul}”' u](“‘ i !u]|1_tt‘_ :j 3 (The Benjamites heard that the Israelites had
o] Eqiciet o|Auk Ako] o|2k] o] gt Aof gone up to Mizpah.) Then the Israelites said,

oful | oJofyt=x] Sa|o|| A |} sk “Tell us how this awful thing happened.”

4 #Y Al E = Z9)L ol ofolo] whHo| tglEle] 4 So the Levite, the husband of th_e murdered
=] [=1 1} o] wjLkdle) &35 7|Ho woman, said, *| and my concubine camne to
J‘;_“HLHH Hk ezl sl ] 4 710l Gibeah in Benjamin to spend the night.
T4t Zked 5 During the night the men of Gibeah came

5 7|Ho}l Algb5o] LpE ®|e] Yojuha] whef Uj7p S after me and surrounded the house,
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intending to kill me. They raped my
concubine, and she died.

| took my concubine, cut her into pieces and
sent one piece to each region of israel's
inheritance, because they committed this
lewd and disgraceful act in Israel.

Mow, ali you Israelites, speak up and give
your verdict."

All the people rose as one man, saying,
“None of us will go home. No, not one of us
will return to his house.

But now this is what we'll do to Gibeah: We'll
go up against it as the lot directs,

We'll take ten men out of every hundred
from all the tribes of Israel, and a hundred
from a thousand, and a thousand from ten
thousand, to get provisions for the army.
Then, when the army arrives at Gibeah in
Benjamin, it can give them what they
deserve for all this vileness done in Israel

So all the men of Israel got together and
united as one man against the city.

The tribes of srael sent men throughout the
tribe of Benjamin, saying, “What about this
awful crime that was committed among
you?

MNow surrender those wicked men of Gibeah
so that we may put them to death and purge
the evil from Israel.” But the Benjamites
would not listen to their fellow Israelites.
From their towns they came together at
Gibeah to fight against the Israelites.

At once the Benjamites mabilized twenty-six
thousand swordsmen from their towns, in
addition to seven hundred chosen men from
those living in Gibeah.

16 Among all these soldiers there were seven

hundred chosen men who were left-handed,
each of whom could sling a stone at a hair
and not miss.
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-elof7t siu of BobAAl el ek gl g sganat ihe Berjom
ALzt shAlLiet 19 The next morning the Israelites got up and
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The Benjamites came out of Gibeah and cut
down twenty-two thousand Israelites on the
battlefield that day,

But the men of lsrael encouraged one another
and again took up their positians where they
had stationed themselves the first day.

The Israelites went up and wept before the
LORD until evening, and they inquired of the
LORD. They said, "Shall we go up again to
battle against the Benjamites, our brothers?”
The LORD answered, "Ga up against them.”
Then the Israelites drew near to Benjamin the
second day.

This time, when the Benjamites came out from
Gibeah to oppose them, they cut down another
eighteen thousand |sraelites, all of them armed
with swords.

Then the lsraelites, all the people, went up to
Bethel, and there they sat weeping before the
LORD. They fasted that day until evening and
presented burnt offerings and fellowship
offerings to the LORD.

And the Israelites inguired of the LORD. {In
those days the ark of the covenant of God was
there,

with Phinehas son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron,
ministering before it.) They asked, “Shall we go
up again to battle with Benjamin aur brother,
or not?" The LORD responded, "Go, far
tomorrow | will give them into your hands."
Then lsrael set an ambush around Gibeah.
They went up against the Benjamites on the
third day and took up positions against Gibeah
as they had done before.

The Benjamites came out to meet them and
were drawn away from the city. They began to
inflict casualties on the |sraelites as befare, so
that about thirty men fell in the apen field and
on the roads -- the one leading to Bethel and
the other ta Gibeah,

While the Benjamites were saying, "We are
defeating them as before," the lsraelites were
saying, "Let's retreat and draw therm away fram
the city to the roads."

All the men of Israel moved from their places
and took up positions at Baal Tamar, and the
Israelite ambush charged out of its place on the
west of Gibeah.

Then ten thousand of Israel's finest men made
a frontal attack on Gibeah. The fighting was sa
heavy that the Benjamites did not realize how
near disaster was.

The LORD defeated Benjamin before Israel,
and on that day the Israelites struck down
25,100 Benjamites, all armed with swords.
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A6 ool wjupul 2o 2p7) 7} wjgk 418 #jeketo] 36 Then the Benjamites saw that they
o= o| Azjel Alke] 7] Holol| vjiat LAl vl were beaten. Now the men of lsrael

had given way before Benjamin,

AL 7wl AR SrE TSjal because they relied on the ambush

37Eo| 5| Lot 7| HolR Ak olrp 2 they had set near Gibeah.

Lhi 9 Ale o Hoo|da) 37 The men who had been in ambush
99 2] 0o o] Aptel alekn) Ryl Alolo] ofdaly] = made a sudden dash into Gibeah,
384 ‘:—0” I'.' }‘j _] J_,L])‘L' o }Oiuﬁ T ,ak |_'" spread out and put the whole city to

Aaddd 2 A7k Ak A2 E38 4% thesword

ahat 38 The men of Israel had arranged with

g o)At Alge weckz) Sz wjupg Al the ambush that they should send up
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agreat cloud of smoke from the city,

39 and then the men of Israel would turn
in the battle. The Benjamites had
bequn to inflict casualties on the men
of Israel (about thirty), and they said,
"We are defeating them as in the first
battle.”

40 But when the column of smoke began
to rise from the city, the Benjamites
turned and saw the smoke of the
whole city going up into the sky.

41 Then the men of Israel turned on
them, and the men of Benjamin were
terrified, because they realized that
disaster had come upon them.

42 So they fled before the Israelites in the
direction of the desert, but they could
not escape the battle. And the men of
Israel who came out of the towns cut
themn down there.

43 They surrounded the Benjamites,
chased them and easily overran them
in the vicinity of Gibeah on the east.

44 Eighteen thousand Benjamites fell, all
of them valiant fighters.

45 As they turned and fled toward the
desert to the rock of Rimmon, the
Israelites cut down five thousand men
along the roads. They kept pressing
after the Benjamites as far as Gidom
and struck down two thousand mare.

46 On that day twenty-five thousand
Benjamite swordsmen fell, all of them
valiant fighters.

47 But six hundred men turned and fled
into the desert to the rock of Rimmon,
where they stayed four months.

48 The men of Israel went back to
Benjamin and put all the towns to the
sword, including the animals and
everything else they found. All the
towns they came across they set on
fire.
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QR B | /‘\I-f{}':‘ﬂ “i“”l’ﬁ!l*l ulli|le] ©|#7] 1 The men of Israel had taken an oath at
2 0 g 2o o= 2] wkS wLEY] Alztol| 7] ofu fc\ll‘;izpﬁl'l: "Not one oftus 'gi" glrh‘;etzll.s
o : ughter in marriage to a Benjamite.
£5 o4 a]'L _} EP%IE-M . 2 The people went to Bethel, where
ui o] wligllof] ojzef 7|4 H7}A| shbd ¢ they sat before God until evening,
of gfola] &2 AR 2o raising their voices and weeping
ol ol seke1s] st Aol ofwsie o biter
1 ol i ; 3 "O LORD, the God of Israel," they

~efellof ofgl o] AN 253 o)t Fof 7 cried, "why has this happened to
‘l 7} ghof 21| GF"ILF’"’*’PGPL"—{ Israel? Why should one tribe be
olgdofl wizdo] Ymo] Qlojut A 7jef F AlchE missing from Israel today?"
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4 Early the next day the people built an

altar and presented burnt offerings
and fellowship offerings.

Then the Israelites asked, "Whao from
all the tribes of Israel has failed to
assemble before the LORD?" For they
had taken a solemn oath that anyone
who failed to assemble before the
LORD at Mizpah should certainly be
putto death.

Now the Israelites grieved for their
brothers, the Benjamites. "Today one
tribe is cut off from Israel," they said.
"How can we provide wives for those
who are left, since we have taken an
oath by the LORD not to give them
any of our daughters in marriage?"
Then they asked, "Which one of the
tribes of Israel failed to assemble
before the LORD at Mizpah?" They
discovered that no one from Jabesh
Gilead had come to the camp for the
assembly.

For when they counted the people,
they found that none of the people of
Jabesh Gilead were there.

1050 the assembly sent twelve

thousand fighting men with
instructions to go to Jabesh Gilead
and put to the sword those living
there, including the women and
children,

11 "This is what you are to do," they said.

“Kill every male and every waman
who is not avirgin."

12 They found among the people living

in Jabesh Gilead four hundred young
women who had never slept with a
man, and they took thern to the camp
at Shilohin Canaan.
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2He wjo] Wl s slgloiy offer of peace to the Benjamites at
iy i AR g S " the rock of Rimmon.

i) ]}ﬂljlznfl;ol A_Q]_?_;‘:k olel O_]_ML.]-??} _A]‘:_l- 14 So the Benjamites returned at that
o] oA A2l ofz}5 Fofl4| 4 £ olabE time and were given the women of
L 250 Folou o HEsag Jabesh Gilead who had been spared.

1581350 HLpulS oJate] Koz oL o) ofE But there were not enough for all of

2 = - = = = .- <)) =] them.
%iﬂ "];’Il_—}‘?ﬂ}@! Auhs Fofl 7t At w2 3} 15 The people grieved for Benjamin,
Agoloelet because the LORD had made a gap in
16 3|52] A so] o] 25 wjupyle)] ofglo] o WA thetribes of lsrael.
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16 And the elders of the assembly said,
“With the women of Benjamin
destroyed, how shall we provide wives
forthe men who are left?

17 The Benjamite survivors must have
heirs," they said, "so that a tribe of
Israel will not be wiped out.

18 We can't give them our daughters as
wives, since we lsraelites have taken
this oath: 'Cursed be anyone who
gives a wife toa Benjamite.'

19 But look, there is the annual festival of
the LORD in Shiloh, to the north of
Bethel, and east of the road that goes
from Bethel to Shechem, and to the
south of Lebonah.”

20 So they instructed the Benjamites,
saying, "Go and hide in the vineyards

21 and watch. When the girls of Shiloh
come out to join in the dancing, then
rush from the vineyards and each of
you seize a wife from the girls of
Shiloh and goto the land of Benjamin

22When their fathers or brothers
complain to us, we will say to them,
‘Do us a kindness by helping them,
because we did not get wives for
them during the war, and you are
innocent, since you did not give your
daughters to them."

23 So that is what the Benjamites did.
While the girls were dancing, each
man caught one and carried her off to
be his wife. Then they returned to
their inheritance and rebuilt the towns
and settled in them.

24 At that time the Israelites left that
place and went home to their tribes
and clans, each to his own
inheritance.

251n those days Israel had no king;
everyone did as he saw fit.
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1 In the days when the judges ruled,
there was a famine in the land, and a
man from Bethlehem in Judah,
together with his wife and two sons,
went to live for a while in the country
of Moab.

2 The man's name was Elimelech, his
wife's name Naomi, and the names of
his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion.
They were Ephrathites from
Bethlehem, Judah. And they went to
Moab and lived there.

3 Now Elimelech, Naomi's husband,
died, and she was left with her two
50115.

4 They married Moabite women, one
named Orpah and the other Ruth.
After they had lived there about ten
years,

5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and
Naomi was left without her two sons
and her hushand,

6 When she heard in Moab that the
LORD had come to the aid of his
people by providing food for them,
Naomi and her daughters-in-law
prepared to return home from there.

7 With her two daughters-in-law she
left the place where she had been
living and set out on the road that
would take thern back to the land of
Judah.

8 Then Naomi said to her two

daughters-in-law, "Go back, each of

you, to your mother's home. May the

LORD show kindness to you, as you

have shown ta your dead and to me.

May the LORD grant that each of you

will find rest in the home of another

husband." Then she kissed them and
they wept aloud

10 and said to her, "We will go back with
you to your people.”
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Lo @) 7tk U] g2zl 3o i = o} daughters. Why would you come with
s o me? Am [ going to have any more
£50| o gluf
SR = sons, who could become your
12 W g50} HEof 7kt = ooy JdEE F husbands?
2] b)) 7he Wz Aulbo] olckar ukgkcli=2) 12 Return home, my daughters; | am too
Lobof LS. Sof o= =0 wkirt gl gk old to have another husband. Even if |
" ‘—il‘;lf‘IﬂTﬁ '_I.}_;l] cjh:; ;]E'L_] :l o].u]-] 0:74 thought there was still hope for me -
R - 5 even if | had a husband tonight and

i glo] AUizickar Zdsbleu | dEek then gave birth to sons -

g12] ofuae} o ele] Lo US 2400 13 would you wait until they grew up?

L= 185 gbu| 9o} o] nj-So] ofst=r} &fu) Would you remain unmarried for
14 50| A2)2 o] tjA] 20y o=l o] them? No, my daughters. It is more

bitter for me than for you, because
Alofujuof 7] §] gisg] & 15 2ottt the LORD's hand has gone out
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against me!"

14 At this they wept again. Then Crpah
kissed her mother-in-law good-by,
but Ruth clung to her.

15 "Look," said Naomi, "your sister-in-
law is going back to her people and
her gods. Go back with her."

16 But Ruth replied, "Don't urge me to
leave you or to turn back from you.
Where you go | will go, and where you
stay | will stay. Your people will be my
people and your Gad my God.

17 Where you die | will die, and there |
will be buried. May the LORD deal
with me, be it ever so severely, if
anything but death separates you and
me.”

18 When Naomi realized that Ruth was
determined to go with her, she
stopped urging her.

1g So the two women went on until they
came to Bethlehem. When they
arrived in Bethlehem, the whole town
was stirred because of themn, and the
women exclaimed, "Can this be
Naomi?"

20 "Don't call me Naormi," she told them.
"Call me Mara, because the Almighty
has made my life very bitter.

21| went away full, but the LORD has
brought me back empty. Why call me
Naomi? The LORD has afflicted me;
the Almighty has brought misfortune
upon me."

2250 Naomi returned fram Moab
accompanied by Ruth the Moabitess,
her daughter-in-law, arriving in
Bethlehem as the barley harvest was
beginning.
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| thouo)o] b ellgjmdo] 2o i voelsl 2b7} 1 Now Naomi had a relative on her
husband's side, from the clan of
a] O =] (o] T ]
ot 19} o} 52 melirjzt : Elimelech, a man of standing, whose
2 EQF ol fo] LheuefA oj2x] s} w7t name was Boaz.
dho g 7] W7 toll 4] 2alls 9led J15 uf 2 And Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi,
'L'f""i OJARS: ZAILo|c} BH) LEeu]7} 1oA] o] “Let me go to the fields and pick up the

leftover grain behind anyone in whose

2] W ol Zhxjofct sjuj eyes | find favor." Naomi said to her, "Go

-

ol 7hA] v 2wt el a] o] ARS Sl ahead, my daughter."
S.ofF| ofo|wlao] A% Roflol tat uhof| o] 3 So she went out and began to glean in
_::d : o} fefaeel kA A ol el the fields behind the harvesters. As it

turned out, she found herself working in a
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field belonging to Boaz, who was from
the clan of Elimelech.

Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem
and greeted the harvesters, "The LORD
be with you!" “The LORD bless you!" they
called back.

Boaz asked the foreman of his
harvesters, "Whose young woman is
that?"

The foreman replied, "She is the
Moabitess who came back fram Moab
with Maomi

She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather
among the sheaves behind the
harvesters.' She went into the field and
has worked steadily from morning till
now, except for a short rest in the
shelter.”

So Boaz said to Ruth, "My daughter,
listen ta me. Don't go and glean in
another field and don't go away from
here. Stay here with my servant girls.
Watch the field where the men are
harvesting, and follow along after the
girls. | have told the men not to touch
you. And whenever you are thirsty, go
and get a drink from the water jars the
men have filled."

At this, she bowed down with her face to
the ground. She exclaimed, "Why have |
found such favor in your eyes that you
notice me --a foreigner?"

Boaz replied, "I've been told all about
what you have done for your mather-in-
law since the death of your husband --
how you left your father and mother and
your homeland and came ta live with a
people you did not know before.

May the LORD repay you for what you
have done. May you be richly rewarded
by the LORD, the God of Israel, under
whose wings you have come to take
refuge.”

"May | continue to find favor in your eyes,
my lord," she said. "You have given me
comfort and have spoken kindly to your
servant -- though | do not have the
standing of ane af your servant girls."
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©O vjom | § £7HS Zof @Wop)slu 2 aver here. Have some bread and dip it
312 i S50 Tl e s in the wine vinegar." When she sat
ol 41 Hii ”j"]_ o“o'L_'] L7k HHE down with the harvesters, he offered
ol o) ke wal eokelet her some roasted grain. She ate all

15550] o] ARS- 3=9-2] elojut nfjof] HopAz) 27| 4 she wanted and had some left over.
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among the sheaves, don't embarrass
her.

16 Rather, pull out some stalks for her
from the bundles and leave them for
her to pick up, and don't rebuke her."

17 So Ruth gleaned in the field until
evening. Then she threshed the barley
she had gathered, and it amounted to
about an ephah.

18 She carried it back to town, and her
mother-in-law saw how much she had
gathered. Ruth also brought out and
gave her what she had left over after
she had eaten enough.

1g Her mother-in-law asked her, "Where
did you glean today? Where did you
work? Blessed be the man who took
notice of you!" Then Ruth told her
mother-in-law about the one at
whose place she had been working.
“The name of the man | worked with
today is Boaz," she said.

20 "The LORD bless him!" Naomi said to
her daughter-in-law. "He has not
stopped showing his kindness to the
living and the dead." She added, "That
man is our close relative; he is one of
our kinsman-redeemers.”

21 Then Ruth the Moabitess said, "He
even said to me, 'Stay with my
workers until they finish harvesting all
my grain."

22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-
law, "It will be good for you, my
daughter, to go with his girls, because
in someane else's field you might be
harmed.”

23 So Ruth stayed close to the servant
girls of Boaz to glean until the barley
and wheat harvests were finished,
And she lived with her mother-in-law.
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Fo| AlojujL] L@ 11| 7} Z1of) 7] o) 2E] W) Wop w7k ¢ 1 One day Naomi her mother-in-law said to
2 olato] oFAlEr L8 JLalo] 1|2 WE]) slojok 5)7 her, "My daughter, should | not try to finda
ol home for you, where you will be well
e s s - ; ) e provided for?
2 7k 3l Bl SPulEs 8 Molis 2219] Fo] oF 5 (g ot Boaz, with whose servant girls you
Uik fel 27t 035 ol efa) npgold BelE mhdelzt have been, a kinsman of ours? Tonight he
7 IS L & '_RL.| L E= Y 5=y ) R B S will be winnowing barley on the threshing
27} A ‘izuzr:;-'-'-zz floor.
L:_l E j 1 “r H o] Hil AR o 3771 3 Wash and perfume yourself, and put on
& 1A 5ol A Tt B your best clothes. Then go down to the
4 17p g ufjol] U= D7p s "‘-3' Aottt Soj7kA threshing floor, but don't let him know you
T19] WA o) &S it A7) 92 bl & sy are there until he has finished eating and
A oA stejet sk dimkeng:

i, = s e ol Hhs 4 When he lies down, note the place where
"‘_),l Aloi_u'.l_lnﬂ_ﬁ“ ol=8 ojrue] Widl2 W7k o he is lying. Then go and uncover his feet
wstEelct et and lie down. He will tell you what to do.”
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" will do whatever you say," Ruth
answered.

So she went down to the threshing floor
and did everything her mother-in-law told
hertodo.

When Boaz had finished eating and
drinking and was in good spirits, he went
over to lie down at the far end of the grain
pile. Ruth approached quietly, uncovered
his feet and lay down.

In the middle of the night something
startled the man, and he turned and
discovered awornan lying at his feet.

"Who are you?" he asked. "l am your
servant Ruth," she said. "Spread the corner
of your garment over me, since you are a
kinsman-redeemer."

"The LORD bless you, my daughter," he
replied. “This kindness is greater than that
which you showed earlier: You have not run
after the younger men, whether rich or
poor.

And now, my daughter, don't be afraid. |
will do for you all you ask. All my fellow
townsmen know that you are a woman of
noble character.

Although it is true that | am near of kin,
there is a kinsman-redeemer nearer than L.
Stay here for the night, and in the moming
if he wants to redeem, good; let him
redeem, But if he is not willing, as surely as
the LORD lives | will do it. Lie here until
marring."

So she lay at his feet until morning, but got
up befare anyone could be recognized; and
he said, "Don't let it be known that a
woman came to the threshing floor.”

He also said, "Bring me the shawl| you are
wearing and hold it out." When she did so,
he poured into it six measures of barley and
put it on her. Then he went back to town.
When Ruth came to her mother-in-law,
Naomi asked, "How did it ga, my
daughter?" Then she told her everything
Boaz had done for her

and added, "He gave me these six
measures of barley, saying, 'Don't go back
to your mother-in-law empty-handed.™
Then Naomi said, "Wait, rmy daughter, until
you find eut what happens. For the man will
not rest until the matter is settled today."
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| Holarp Ao g Salypa] # 7] oot oleju] nfp 1 Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town

o} 247} urElel 7)o] L2 2)7} 2 % gate and sat there. When the kinsman-

d th} Haetd 719 23 27} Aurhe ]L} redeermer ha had mentioned came along,
”‘)] 7} 210 A| o] 2 opftfed o] & 9bA] ¢F Boaz said, "Come over here, my friend,
2 ¢} SR ZL7F 2] okon) and sit down." So he went over and sat

) Mok 1 48 B2 o B Al ol e

il L et 2 Boaz took ten of the elders of the town
HEE of7] groat sh 2150) eken) and said, "Sit here," and they did so.
Holazp 71 7|9 B2 2ol o] 2% B 1]1 l*oﬂ 3 Then he said to the kinsman-redeemer,
1] Eole Lozt 2] s olejwae "Naomi, who has come back from Moab,

| §oRE U2ai7t 2 YA RS & is selling the piece of land that belonged
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the presence of these seated here and in
the presence of the elders of my people. If
you will redeem it, do so. But if you will
not, tell me, so | will know. For no one has
the right to do it exceptyou, and | am next
inline." " will redeemit," he said.

Then Boaz said, "On the day you buy the
land from Naomi and from Ruth the
Moabitess, you acquire the dead man's
widow, in order te maintain the name of
the dead with his property.”

At this, the kinsman-redeemer said,
“Then | cannot redeem it because | might
endanger my own estate. You redeem it
yourself. | cannot do it."

(Mow in earlier times in Israel, for the
rederption and transfer of property to
bhecome final, one party took off his
sandal and gave it to the other. This was
the method of legalizing transactions in
Israel.)

So the kinsman-redeemer said to Boaz,
“Buy it yourself." And he removed his
sandal.

Then Boaz announced to the elders and
all the people, "Today you are witnesses
that [ have bought from Naomi all the
property of Elimelech, Kilion and Mahlon.

| have also acquired Ruth the Moabitess,
Mahlon's widow, as my wife, in order to
maintain the name of the dead with his
property, so that his name will not
disappear from among his family or from
the town records. Today you are
witnesses!"

Then the elders and all those at the gate
said, "We are witnesses. May the LORD
make the worman who is coming into your
home like Rachel and Leah, who together
built up the house of Israel. May you have
standing in Ephrathah and be famous in
Bethlehem.

Through the offspring the LORD gives
you by this young woman, may your
family be like that of Perez, whom Tamar
bore to Judah."
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13 So Boaz took Ruth and she became
his wife, Then he went to her, and the
LORD enabled her to conceive, and
she gave birth to a son.

14 The women said to Naomi: "Praise be
to the LORD, who this day has not left
you without a kinsman-redeemer.
May he become famous throughout
Israel!

15 He will renew your life and sustain you
in your old age. For your daughter-in-
law, who loves you and who is better
to you than seven sons, has given him
birth."

16 Then Naomi took the child, laid him in
herlap and cared for him.

17 The wornen living there said, "Naomi
has a son." And they named him
Obed. He was the father of Jesse, the
father of David.

18 This, then, is the family line of Perez:
Perez was the father of Hezron,

19 Hezron the father of Ram, Ram the
father of Amminadab,

20 Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,

21 Salmon the father of Boaz, Boaz the
father of Obed,

22 Obed the father of Jesse, and Jesse
the father of David.
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