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| Sermon for Next Week |

LOST WORD

h*“Behold, days are coming,” declares the Lord GOD,
“When I will send a famine on the land, not a famine for bread or
a thirst for water, but rather for hearing the words of the LORD. :--" (Amos 8:11~14)

hough Amos was a sheep breeder, not a professional prophet, God

called him to preach His word. God talked to this master shepherd
because the Israelites lost their faith. They distorted and ignored the
words of God by making the Nazirites (priests) drink wine and
commanding the prophets to stop prophesizing (see 2:12). They turned
God's servants into man-made servants, so they could make God's
people into whatever they wanted. Their earthly life, eight centuries
before Jesus, was materially rich. They had all the worldly luxuries of
that time, but they did not have God's Word. God talked to Amos,
through prophecy, to tell His people that their spiritual food would soon
disappear. The day would come, in captivity, when the people would
long for the words of the Lord, which they had lost in prosperity.

The Israelites were God's chosen people, His children. Their decay
came from not listening to their Father's voice. How could their spiritual
life grow without God's Word? Their continued disobedience caused
God to destroy their hope, O daughter of my people, put on sackcloth
and roll in ashes; mourn as for an only son, a lamentation most bitter.
For suddenly the destroyer will come upon us”{Je. 6:26). Their sins
darkened to the point where Zechariah even prophesied that they would
kill Jesus Christ(see Zc. 12:10). Their hope disappeared because the
Word of God disappeared from their lives. Without God's Word Israel
could not live. Moses made this clear when he told them, "man does
not live by bread alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of
the mouth of the Lord"(Deut. 8:3). Jesus Christ said exactly the same
thing when He was tempted by Satan (see Mt. 4:384). I'm asking you
now, honestly, are you starving for spiritual food? Have you lost the
Word of Gad? This Word is today's prophecy for Choong Hyun.

If you have lost the Word of God, then you have also lost His
promises. The whole Bible is God's promise. If you lose the Word, you
lose the promise. If this church does not have the Word of God, then we
do not have the promises of God. Salvation, redemption, and eternal life
are God's promises. How can His children obtain all these things without
His word? His word is the bread of life. If you keep His word, everything
is okay, “For as many as are the promises of God, in Him they are yes;
therefore also through Him is our Amen to the glory of God through
us"(2 Cor. 1:20). The promises of God find their certain fulfillment in
Jesus Christ. If we keep His word, everything God promises us is a
"yes", and also brings glory to God because of Christ's presence there.

Abraham's seed is the church, the body of Christ (see Gal. 3:16). The
church must give God's direction, order, and assurance. The church has
to receive all these things from God. Jesus said, "l am the way, and the
truth, and the life; no ane comes to the Father but through Me”(Jn.
14:6). He also said, “| will ask the Father, and He will give you another
Helper, that He may be with you forever”(Jn. 14:16). The Holy Spirit
indwells every believer to give them direction, wisdom, and advice
through God's Word. If we do not listen, "Therefore just as the Holy
Spirit says, 'today if you hear His voice, do not harden your hearts as
when they provoked Me, as in the day of trial in the wilderness'” (Heb.
3:7&8). Now, God has blessed our church with His word. If we do not
listen, then we cannot live a life of faith. Without faith we do not have
the love of God. If we are disobedient, then the Word of God is not
within us. Without the Word of God what is going to happen to us?
God's promises will diminish, and like the Israelites, destruction will
follow.

Sadly, many people and many churches are turning the point of the

Bible to other places. Every Christian claims to love the Bible, but not all
believe it is the Word of God. Many use it for their own benefit or own
judgment. They continually question why God did this or that, so that
they can insert their own conclusions. They turn God's Word into a
valuable book, not the Bible. The Bible is no longer the Word of God,; it is
just a good resource, Sometimes they read it, and sometimes they do
not. Recently, liberal theologians are gaining a lot of respect with others
through their deep, wide, and overt biblical disagreements. They try to
destroy the Bible with their clever reasoning skills and wise insights.
Humans love to do that. Luke 16:17 says, "But it is easier for heaven
and earth to pass away than for one stroke of a letter of the Law to fail. "
God's Word has that much power. Do you believe it?

The Bible came from God through men who wrote it. God
superintended these human authors so that, using their individual
personalities, they composed and recorded without error God's Word to
man. As such, the whole Bible is God-breathed, "All Scripture is inspired
by God and profitable for teaching, for reprocf, for correction, for training
in righteousness"{2 Tim. 3:16). Do you look at the Bible like this, or do
you focus only on some verses while rejecting others? If you do not
believe the Bible is God's Word, then you will turn towards other places,
like philosophy and psychology. You may gain earthly value, but you will
lose heavenly worth. Where is your heart for the Bible? If you don't
concentrate on the Word of God, it ends up that you are going to do
what Ged does not want you to do. “Do not love the world nor the
things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is
notin him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of
the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from
the waorld. The world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who
does the will of God lives forever”(1 Jn. 2:15~17).

Make the Bible your life. If you believe in the word of God, you will
receive God's gift of righteousness. Against all hope, Abraham in hope
believed God's Word, and it was credited to him as rightecusness (Rom.
4:3, 18). He is our father of faith because he believed in the spiritual
waord. Through faith, the spiritual word lives in your heart and changes
you in wonderful and powerful ways. You become a child of God.
Through His wonderful word, spiritual word, you grow in sanctification.
Please do not mix earthly and heavenly words together. Do not value
the cultural, historical, or human perspectives of the Bible above their
source. Only believe the Word as the word of God. If you do, then you
will walk across the Red Sea and the Jordan River. This is the way of the
cross. It is the resurrection way, the way of God's glory. This way is the
blessing of God. Eternal life is in the Word of God. The Bible is the only
place to find God's purpese and plan for your life. The Word of God
contains eternal blessings, happiness, and life. This church preaches the
Word of God. Like the sower, we spread God's word, "but the worries
of the world, and the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other
things enter in and choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful“(Mk.
4:19). If you look to the world, not God, then the Word of God works
against you. Where are you planted? If you believe in the Word of God,
you are planted in good soil.

My dear friends, we are beginning the year 2004. | want each person
here today to begin his or her day by reading the Bible. If you do not read
the Bible first thing in the morning, then | don’t want you to do anything.
The Bible is our hope, happiness, blessing, and life. Amen. i
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