H11178

D=8

A1 e
AZUE G4
0% 2gs
A At

o) At

1989 3% 42 A7

20104 98 269

sj7lske} o] h7ko] =)

7EA L wel o A A7)E yelakn
Ao]u]e}

ule g 1624

A7) A7 S A v o

S Frrne i njeEe-e dlgyolopata infska 7]
SRR Ty | el gh olalobe, il gobe] Mo
otelE L 1% 1732 ‘ 24 ia@ﬂ 9411#;1 %.E.iIOH‘ Rkl
oiAlo} Gl A | Ak gk Sa chojsg 1% 61
| oM njele f18 ExsE cisie) 3
£59] 99 0|25 dAToRA Yo
24 dl4de] A8 oS TAH O R e gk, ¥hE b o4y o] WAl
ofifz] 24l9] 4l DAk aA1e) Mg vhal wlol o] ch5ig] Ane) gE
01 & mol 2rkes 3:23,31,34,39, TRCKD B4 o] & Alolo] 20| gl 2E o
D o edle oslo s drtae) ¢ 71E AR § Ao) SueA st Aol
J ok oo 8319l EATo) Thglojeks Tt AMIHE o4} chglollA| oFatal el
[k sbe o ujajolele ke g WA o @ Zo] o] YUrkeiak
41! 17:11,14~15 © 3l 2:29~31), oJ7|olli= shbd o] Bx)5k4. o tholr} o Aolr} QA%
M e awe shiz mg Aelels ZldrtE WEEe] kAt 32:1~3, 35:1~2,5~6),
chgie] AES Bao] ofmakateld] 24w L ekko| offoj Ak HolthEH
17:4,6~T, 12:2~8 ; A| 7217, 2:7~8 1 A} 55:3~5), HMAZ of =g c}18] Zoo],
=3} s o) 745 elape] Zule] uhxg} ARolct,

il el £0.E 245 2| Bal4c) i o)A o409 SO §4 7] Mo ufe)

U se i 7oA o] BE o] Tt 119) A E AAJgIch ulejEES 914 uf vje)

(1 7HEA AR A4S B 4 ol 23S v 33} folt), o) d4El AR

LhERY s AR Q) St SRS xS ol aEa & RS o ghast

ShAe Mof Zoh olis et BAH o] ofuiet o8le) HabAel Asich, a7t

7185 AN Bu F7E B0 A SAHY AR s e ¥ 4 9ok 1

A DR ot Ass AR s AstEel oRg s 7183 Ao R ofsf 7 glck,

AL bl ope) GAE ofF Fad Al FEeR ieglchohelgh-rhele) S/

Y g0 goupaE me mbaE Za~djalol, tlAloltie] cisie] ShlS AT

WL 27h gie, aejma ok vl uleki o) o4 ch Ske) vpxe) Aot o

N %ol 24lg Fushs RE o] Brow ol Zao] Elgn ZAo) £F

(000 siek el 1 17 A o)A 1L 2ajo] oAk elo A SAE|SlSS ARA o Bt
! ek, BE Zu|= o)4] o] yron] vjAlolz} @ 4rke} 1:14~15),

b AR (0} ks BolE ARSI SEH R AEE o] Hol 2R
Sel 4215 QAtshl BEct SAle] vlAlebt o] Fel o 4je] 2 A2 Y2
Aafake #7130] Sk, shbdziAl olA) AlEe HzE halch, olzle b ulehn

U obRae) Apstolo) o wjel S oel S 13 1789) 2 Sjulg ARA Fck, o

U0 e goje) darel wize 714w Adch 289
L 2l Aol ohuekellA F4l b o] FR o]
Soj 7 $FAY BT FSHR Y &
o) eiapzel Tl A ol HA H
o 5:1), Thsie) AolA] ohalAl 7
Aol elgd, dea ofAute s
E AR 2R vAokg ok 1
A TS Avpi Qe e
Fasith Fopel Qi olokzlEw

21 ol gAA gl SJulEL ofs)

o ol Sl BeA At o

so] 2k 1 onjE &4 o

Z 47 olslste B4E

26| Zhakto® WA 1 Aol

cH@ 1:14), o,

o TR
PR T bl

i3 ded A7 =3dA ‘dlAjote] £ & FAR Y
Gol MEE T gk @A AAlohdloa e of g2t At
59 B45E deEn glfuckal 14:34), 53] 7|=dtehe
ol o) 13t Dol obdRatA okx Al el Hal 2
£ AREY 25 BEA Uiz £ A4l Aot Bag
| Gy eHE 2:5), a0 E5ehe AR A Ao whA )
A FEUA? B0 Fasichs AME €3 A & A4
7hE-57 A3 PAge 42 A3 AT SEUn? A2
2 g7sta W 4k 47l Yk A 2 2 ook
ek, of ol A A E g FytHad 2:18),

53] 10l W2oR Lol 201118 Zulshes Fa%
£3|gAe] A= o] giguch 20119 I YF AQALE HIFE
ste] Qzlzhatelull, A3 AAZIEE, A5 e 2 A4
& oo A st 283 ¥ 4 ¢le UE Fadg £9
o] Zathyzte gelo] Z|=guth] 13:19). AR7HE 25
o] 397 £52 & ¢ 9t Y HAYYe ek o
& iof W] A3 A Fucke 4:8), SEY 1 F
g AZEA Y5kA Y, gl B IHE A7E R
i dlad A Yozl Ale, dlgrde] Gyt U= oA
%3] YAR eaF (BF 4:9),

o/ F 2108 12) HUTZIHE HHE DT 24EIA7] BIEILICE
(@RE B, #X) 72)

13 ZrIm(=22508 F)

15u@ zenax =ausEtyme A)
20z arzizeApI (22 25008 A1)
22u(3) "kt FXIIER(SLEYTL A)
242) x5Kt s W MEIA(EYOE] Al
31 uE sanusy

weel: A WA AEE 99 dAT



@ 201011 98 282

CAPTIVE DANIEL

®But Daniel made up his mind that he would not defile himself with the king’s choice food or with the wine
which he drank; so he sought permission from the commander of the officials that he might not defile
himself. “Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion in the sight of the commander of the officials,
- WAt the end of ten days their appearance seemed better and they were fatter than all the youths who had
been eafing the king’s choice food. "“So the overseer continued to withhold their choice food and the wine
they were to drink, and kept giving them vegetables. (Daniel 1:8~16)

he Book of Daniel is an amazing adventure in faith that also previews

the future. Daniel, whose name means “God is my judge,” authored
this baok sometime during his long life as a governmental official and as
a prophet of the true God while in Bébylon. He was taken captive as a
youth to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar, and chosen as one of four for a
special education. This program afforded him many luxuries, like the best
food, clothing and sheiter, because he was placed in the king's court. A
captive’s main objective is survival, so Daniel was very fortunate to be
placed here. His situation was one where you shouldn't make any
trotible, but rather try your best to be nice and follow all instructions.
Today’'s Bible passage tells us that Daniel “made up his mind that he
would not defile himself with the king's choice food or with the wine
which he drank”(Dan. 1:8). At first glance, one might wonder if Daniel
was crazy or stupid! Everyone likes good food and drink. So why then did
Daniel make up his mind to go against the flow of things? Daniel made
up his mind to follow God's plan for the future. He didn’t consider
himself above others, but rather knew that the course he was on was
God's doing and not his. God revealed His secrets to Daniel! Why?

God revealed His secrets to Daniel because he maintained a clean
heart. He purposed to keep his heart clean for the Lord, and influenced
his friends Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah to do the same. All four had
their original names changed to Nebuchadnezzar's god: Daniel was called
Belteshazzar, Hananiah was called Shadrach, Mishael was called
Meshach and Azariah was called Abed-nego. Daniel's decision to avoid
the choice food required faith. His decision not to defile himself required
courage. The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him above all
else, “The secret of the Lord is for those who fear Him, and He will
make them know His covenant”(Ps. 25:14). David prayed, “Create in me
a clean heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me" (Ps. 51:10),
Daniel refused the king's meat and wine, which was all first class,
because he chose to live differently than his captors. His decision to
honor God dramatically affected his choices in life. It's not easy, my dear
friends, to reject the world's ways in favor of God's ways. Don't look at
Daniel’s life story as old and outdated because your life is no different.
What have you made up your mind to do? Are your decisions based on
the fear of the Lord? Where is your heart running to right now? Is it
running toward earthly blessings or heavenly blessings? How important
is it for you to maintain a clean heart?

God revealed His secrets to Daniel because he led a consistent life.
Once you make up your mind, it's not far from resolution to reality!
Daniel "sought permission from the commander of the officials that he
might not defile himself. Now God granted Daniel favor and compassion
in the sight of the commander of the officials, and the commander of the
officials said to Daniel, ’| am afraid of my lord the king, who has
appointed your food and your drink; for why should he see your faces
looking more haggard than the youths who are your own age? Then you
would make me forfeit my head to the king'"(Dan. 1:8~10). Daniel
requested to be excused from taking the king’s food and drink, and it

was not just he and his friend’s life that would be in danger, but the
commander’s life too. Testing is sure to follow testimony. Daniel
respectfully explained his conviction to a man with contrary beliefs. His
consistent living affected those around him, and even moved the
commander to agree with him. The - ceammander felt this guy was real
and wanted to help him, but he was afraid. Daniel’'s example of courage
and faith overcame the officer’s fear. Daniel was able to assure the
officer not to worry because God was with him. Daniel took the narrow
way, the hard way, and the unpopular way by denying the food. Joseph
also led a consistent life, and the Lord favored him, “But the Lord was
with Joseph and extended kindness to him, and gave him favor in the
sight of the chief jailer”(Gen. 39:21). If you walk by faith, living this short
life in honor of God, God's loving kindness and favor will be upon you.

God revealed His secrets to Daniel because he placed his confidence
in God. He told his captor, “Please test your servants for ten days, and
let us be given some vegetables to eat and water to drink. Then let our
appearance be observed in your presence and the appearance of the
youths who are eating the king’s choice food; and deal with your
servants according to what you see”(Dan: 1:12~13). Daniel knew that if
tested he would win. He trusted God. He knew it was much better to
eat vegetables and obey God rather than eat the world’s finest and
disobey God. The test of faith proves your service. Daniel lived lean in a
land of plenty. Vegetable soup tasted better to him than meat and wine
because obedience to the Lord makes life sweeter. The result of this
test of faith and obedience was that Daniel and his friends were
healthier than the others, “So he listened to them in this matter and
tested them for ten days. At the end of ten days their appearance
seemed better and they were fatter than all the youths who had been
eating the king's choice food”(Dan. 1:14~15). Even the unbelievers saw
the difference! Those who live close to God learn His secret. God gave
these four faithful young men an extraordinary portion of skill in learning,
“As for these four youths, God gave them knowledge and intelligence in
every branch of literature and wisdom; Daniel even understood all kinds
of visions and dreams --- As for every matter of wisdom and
understanding about which the king consulted them, he found them ten
times better than all the magicians and conjurers who were in all his
realm”(Dan. 1:17~20). When you make up your mind to live for Jesus,
even though sadness, stress, and failures arise, you still have beautiful
peace within because of God. Indeed, earthly things go down in value
and heavenly things go way up. i

My dear friends, how close to God are you? God gave Daniel an
understanding of His secrets, not secrets of worldly success and money,
but far better. Believers can understand God's mysteries because they
have been initiated into the fellowship of heaven. When you make up
your mind to live for Jesus, you pray and confess your sins and cry out
to Him and He answers. He gives you the wisdom to speak and handle
those around you. His power surrounds you and His love comforts you
always. 4
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