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New Day

(Genesis 32:22-31)

"And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him,
and he halted upon his thigh.

acob’s life was filled with nothing but trouble. All his

life, he had trouble inside and outside. He had
trouble with his neighbors, family, brother, father-in-law,
and brother-in-law. His life was just full of trouble. Why?
The reason was not because of other people. He was
the problem. It was his fault that trouble surrounded
him.

Jacob was a deceiver. He tricked his brother for his
birthright, and even stole his brother’s blessing by
deceiving his father (see Gn. 27:36). Even his name,
which means “trickster” or “supplanter”, described his
character. When he worked for his father-in-law for
some twenty years, he practiced funny business. His
whole life was like that. He continually deceived other
people.

Although he was always causing trouble for himself
and others, the important thing, even though he was in
trouble (especially whenever he was in trouble), was
that Jacob was one who prayed. Remember when he
escaped from his father-in-law? He prayed and the Lord
answered, “Return to your country and to your relatives,
and | will prosper you” (Gn. 32:9). When he
remembered Esau’s threat, he prayed “Deliever me, |
pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of
Esau; for | fear him, that he will come and attack me
and the mothers with the children” (Gn. 32:11). When he
was left alone, soon to face Esau, he talked to God. (v.
24). God answered him and said, “What is your name”
(v. 27)? His pride had to disappear. He had to explain
his name! Even while he was struggling and crying out
to the Lord with a broken bone, he said, ‘I will not let
you go unless you bless me” (v. 26). The question,
“What is your name?”, was shameful. Jacob had to
answer, ‘| am liar.” What did God say after Jacob
prayed? He said, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob,
but Israel; for you have striven with God and with men
and have prevailed” (v. 28). Amen. Jacob continued to
pray. He asked God, “Please tell me your name” (v. 29).
In other words, Jacob prayed when he was in trouble
and he continued to pray. That's an important key.

When Jacob received peace from God through
prayer, he also made peace with his brother. The Bible
tells us, “Therefore, having been justified by faith, we
have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ”
(Rom. 5:1). Amen. Through prayer with Jesus Christ we
receive peace. When you look at Genesis 33:4, “Then

Esau ran to meet him and embraced him, and fell on
his neck and kissed him, and they wept”, you can see
the wonderful outcome of Jacob's prayer. There's
evidence. Can you believe Israel hugged his own
brother? Yes, he made peace with God. No more did he
cling to his own things. Jacob was bad before, now
whatever he had he gave to his brother. No more
stinginess. Earthly things held little importance. Look at
Galatians 5:22-23. “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no
law.” Amen. When you receive the fruit of the Holy
Spirit, peace and love naturally flow through you. Let's
remember, “Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts,
to which indeed you were called in one body; and be
thankful” (Col. 3:15). Amen.

“Now the sun rose upon him just as he crossed over
Penuel, and he was limping on his thigh” (v. 31). A new
day came to Jacob, “the sun rose upon him”. Aren't
those beautiful words? Something totally different than
the past years of his life came upon him. Some twenty
years prior, Jacob had a dream in the night at Bethel
about a ladder, now in the same place, but in the
morning, he isn't dreaming. His brother forgave him.
There is reconciliation. He gave many earthly gifts to his
elder brother, not caring that much for earthly things.
Now, he is ready for new days. God's light shined upon
him. He saw his own sin and confessed. He was
forgiven. God gave him grace. The radiance and
brilliance of such a gift shined gloriously on such a fine
day.

My dear friend, this 21st century has darkness all
over, but whoever has problems, whoever prays and
makes peace with God; they will spiritually find a new
day. Amen. They will hear Jesus' voice calling, “Follow
Me, | will make you fishers of men’. Jesus tells us, “ask,
and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks,
receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who
knocks, it will be opened” (Lk. 11:9-10). Amen. “By faith
Jacob, as he was dying, blessed each of the sons of
Joseph, and worshipped, leaning on the top of his staff”
(Heb. 11:21). In his old, dying, and ending life, he
blessed other people. He became a blessing person,
not a complaining and crying person. i
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