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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

HEADING HEAVENWARD

“O et not your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me. ®In My Father’s house are many
dwelling places; if it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to prepare a place for you. "And if I go
and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, [there] you
may be also.” (John 14:1-3)

‘wo thousand years ago, Jesus spoke the most beautiful words; “Do

not let your heart be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me"(v.
1). No one else in human history has ever made such a statement. Jesus
wanted those heading heavenward to realize that their faith in God and in
Him eliminates worry. Believers no longer had to feel uneasy about their
earthbound time because He was departing this world to prepare a
special home in heaven for each one of them. He said, “In My Father's
house are many dwelling places; if it were not so, | would have told you;
for | go to prepare a place for you"{v. 2). There is no reason for Christians
to be anxious or afraid because Jesus clearly said, “If | go and prepare a
place for you, | will come again and receive you to Myself, that where |
am, there you may be also”(v. 3). His promise to return and take us to
heaven is not only encouraging, but down right exciting! Imagine if the
richest man in the world invited you for a free world tour upon his yacht,
with every earthly luxury at your disposal. Would you not be excited?
Well, Jesus invites all who believe in God and Him to live eterally in a
heavenly home that He is making free just for them. He temporarily left
this world to do this work, but He will come back to personally take each
Christian to His place. Now, that is the amazing grace, total comfort, and
pure excitement that only Jesus can provide! He alone makes your
heavenward destiny a reality. That is why He said, “Do not let your heart
be troubled; believe in God, believe also in Me" (v. 1).

When we lock at the other side of things, not Jesus' side, but the
worldly side of society, we find universal words, like "Be careful,” and
“Oh my goodness what has happened now.” The lying, cheating, and
deceiving actions of human beings make such words common. The
poverty, oppression, and diseases that strike all nations are heavy. The
discriminations, destructions, and terrors that take place on this earth are
troublesome. Indeed, all these sinful things can make one worry, but
Jesus specifically said, “Do not let your heart be troubled.” He is not
saying not to concern one’s self about deceit, disease, and destruction,
but that in so doing to make sure that your faith not weakens. Of course,
believers are going to undergo persecution and other hard times while
residing on this earth(see 1 Cor. 4:9). We are going to face terrible
situations, but God wants us to feel His peace in the midst of them. He
wants us to rely on Him, and ask Him for comfort. Jesus said, "Peace |
leave with you; My peace | give to you; not as the world gives, do | give
to you. Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it be fearful”(Un. 14:27). If
you strongly believe in Jesus Christ, you will have peace in times of
trouble because He will give it to you. However, if you do not believe in
Him, the worries of the world will fill your heart. Philippians 4:6-7 reminds
us, "Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God; which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus.” You can have peace in your heart, during
all tribulations, if you really trust God and Jesus Christ. If your faith
weakens, the worries of the world will fall in its place, and God's peace
will depart. So, if you are heading heavenward do not be worried about
this earth. If you really believe that Jesus is preparing a place for you in
heaven, you will have peace. Your faith will bring you joy against any

sadness in this world. Imagine a trusted friend asking you to wait just ten
days for a large sum of money he is going to send you. If you really
believe that this good friend is going to give you the money, you are not
bothered about your current financial problems. Even though you have
not received the money, you still experience enjoyment. If you really
believe that Jesus has a special home for you in heaven, your faith will
attack the bad situations at hand, and the joy you receive from this will
protect you against despair.

Christians trust in God and Jesus Christ because they know that great
happiness is coming their way. The kind of happiness that is eternal, not
limited in any way. Heavenly things are going to heal everything. Jesus
clearly said that He is coming to take believers to a heavenly mansion.
They are really going to stay in an etemal place built by God's hands, not
human hands. Even though they cannot yet see it, and do not yet know
how it was built, they still believe, "Things which eye has not seen and
ear has not heard, and which have not entered the heart of man, all that
God has prepared for those who love Him"(1 Cor. 2:9). Only Jesus can
give you a heavenly mansion where every tear will be wiped away; and
there will no long be any death; there will no longer be any mourning,
crying, or pain (see Rv. 21:4). Do you believe it? Does it make you happy
knowing that if you believe in God and in Jesus Christ that these things
will happen to you?

Jesus Christ's promise to return is one of the most important promises
in the Bible. Fifty years ago, we had junky old televisions, airplanes, and
air conditioners. Ten years ago, we did not talk much about the internet
nor talk much on cell phones. The advancements of technology grow
faster and faster, yet with all the new developments humans worry more
than ever before because the end of the earth is still coming. After Jesus
described the signs of the end of this age(see Mt. 24:4-28), He said, “So,
you too, when you see all these things, recognize that He is near, right at
the door"(Mt. 24:33). Human history shows us that His return is very
close. Soon after the Second World War ended, where more than six
million pecple died, on May 15, 1948 Israel became a nation. Since then
the biblical prophecies concerning Christ's return are becoming known
(see Luke 21:20-25). Terrorism, pollution, oil problems, and all kinds of
nationwide battles are happening exactly as prescribed in the Bible. Luke
21:28 says, "But when these things begin to take place, straighten up
and lift up your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” Are
your eyes facing skyward? Will you be able to see Jesus coming?

My dear friend, are you headed heavenward? | hope your destiny is not
directed toward this earth. | hope your faith is not half in Jesus and half in
yourself. Do believe in an eternal dwelling place built by Jesus just for
you. Philippians 3:20 says, "For our citizenship is in heaven, from which
also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” Do you really
believe that, or do job security and social security give you hope?
Christians must live away from the place of their citizenship for a short
time, but still their citizenship, happiness, and blessings all belong in
heaven. Jesus gives us this great privilege. Are you sure your headed
heavenward? The key depends upon whether you believe in God and also
in Jesus Christ, or someone or something else. Amen. i
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