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(D Today' s Message By Rev.

Kim, Sung Kwan ©

COMPLETELY CALM

(Matthew 8:23-27)

E ach person’ s life is like a ship sailing the sea. Most

small, the breeze is gentle, and the ship is in top notch

people enjoy the ride, especially when the waves are

condition. When life appears carefree and blissful, their
hearts are at peace and life is good. Most people become
frightened and unhappy when the waves swell, the wind
blows hard and the ship is in disrepair. When life appears
worrisome and troubled, their hearts are discontent and life is
unpleasant.

This familiar simile is an analogy of a worldly life. A
life centered on one’ s own reasoning (self-centered) not on
faith in the Almighty (God-centered). It should not reflect the
life of a Christian. Christians have peace during easy and difficult times. They
have peace “all" the time because Christ dwells in their hearts, the Holy Spirit
is forever there to comfort and guide them, and they know God is always
watching over them. A Christian’ s faith in God surpasses human rationale and
solely relies upon Christ.

The disciples followed Jesus onto a boat. They had already
experienced Jesus heal the sick, cast out demons, and work many miracles.
They knew His power and yet, when they faced the up roaring of the sea,
they became afraid. These same disciples were once experienced fishermen
and very familiar in handling a boat during stormy times. Unfortunately, they
tried to fight nature themselves and lost. They relied upon their own
understanding and therefore had no peace. They were afraid of drowning. So
they awoke Jesus in their fear and asked Him to save them. Jesus replied,

“You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then Jesus got up and rebuked
the winds and the waves and everything was calm.

The disciples were amazed at Jesus' power. They couldn’ t believe that
even the winds and the waves obeyed Him. Although they had previously
witnessed Jesus perform many miracles, they asked themselves “what Kind of
man is this? With all the evidence that surrounded them, with Christ himself
in their presence, they did not fully understand and thus their faith was weak.

The story of Jesus and the disciples crossing the water in 4 fierce storm
is a special message for Christians. It reminds us that Jesus is not only in our
boat but He has full control. His power extends even to the most powerful
strongholds of evil itself, Just like the disciples, most peaple are so sensitive 1o
hear the wind, they see the

the inside and outside activities of life. They

waves, they feel endangerment. The problem is that they don’ t hear, see or
feel Jesus during their times of strife. They are not sensitive to His presence.
Their faith is weak., _

As Christians, we know that Christ dwells in our hearts and that the
Holy Spirit is forever with us. We know that God watches over us and is
always there for us. The Bible tells us these things. God said, "Never will [
leave you; never will I forsake you” (Heb. 13:5). With that knowledge, how
well do we respond to difficult and unpleasant situations? How strong is our
faith?

So many Christians lose their faith during hardships that they think are
over powering. When sickness strikes, when a loved one dies or is injured,

when a business fails, when expectations fall by the wayside and life’ s
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circumstances are not pleasant, their actions reflect those of the disciples. They = Okej|A] AlAj =R = ¢
lose the peace, the perfect peace, which is ever present in Christ, Pk aelAselE
Yes, Christians know the teachings of the Bible but they do not o] =g AL =53] o|8f3lal & 2
comprehend, fully understand their significance. It' s one thing to know g2l g gl Zle o2 Ao 5218
something and a completely different thing to believe in it - to understand it - AREH, Ue ’Pol [q't} = 'ﬂ‘ =3 %GQL‘LP g2, el AL Aol B
o practice it - to live it! Faith is "being sure of what we hope for and certain Al &
of what we do not see¢” (Heb. 11:1). It takes faith to be a Christian, It takes ol
faith to have everlasting peace, If our faith is only the size of a mustard seed, e = =
we can move mountains! How much faith does it take to give our worries and o e wH . _(’J“ 214 -Z—’;:}:ﬂ} A% shbeA 274 s e A
troubles to God and let Him handle them? AAES TS I -2lelAl < drpebae] wlge] dastlatizt.
Without faith, it is impossible to please God because anyone who Aol glolE Z1mAA Rk 6‘}4‘;}?" HeRie A M=AbA
comes o Him must believe that He exists and that He rewards those who 7;]12]}_ 2 sl }}7|% P R IR TR 0
Ul -

carnestly seek Him, Without faith in Jesus, our Savior, we cannot enter the
gates of heaven. Without faith, there is no hope and our hearts cannot feel His |
love. Without faith, our eyes cannot behold His glory. Without faith life is
purposeless; void of any meaning, and forever dead.

To trust in God with all our hearts, to solely rely upon Him in every
situation is a principle that we Christians need to practice and apply more
frequently to strengthen our faith. We should always turn o Christ and thank L glo] =) 2
Him for everything, including good times and bad times! It' s easy 1o o} & Aol RE 2o] 7.‘-&-‘5-]. ol 12

remember Christ during our good times, so let’ s especially remember during

our difficult times to let Him calm the storm. Jesus has the power to “rebuke’ AFA|L), ol AA e B E 2ES 1al o X {{;—j ‘; 2o }", 7} l‘,_Tr_ Al A dck =
all storms and it' s in His name that we, 0o, are given that power. So, next 3l 1 =8 ogdAw FojA At aejng o g Aol mekdlar o]
time trouble arises and difficult times approach, pray in Jesus name to calm & 7} ol=27] E dol= algde] olEe g FrolA zEkslelar wWeka] 7] vhgt
the storm! Let your faith reflect His love. vk g ie] wlgo] o] AltE YR =5 5141 7] uhghy o) ol

My name is Grace Lee. [ am the salvation and the new and eternal life

| wife of Rev. Paul Lee who is the ve have in Jesus. Then we gave him

Great Joy of Being A Sunday
School Teacher

by Grace L Lee

a big applause. Praise the Lord!
I

pastor of English Ministry. I serve as a
teacher at the English elementary Finally, he became a child of God!!
department. Recently, T substituted a I want to share this story
| class teaching the first and second especially with the Sunday school

teachers. Whether we are aware of it

graders. My teaching plan for that day

‘ was to have students make some fish or not, especially on Sundays, we are

and animals with colored papers as | hefore God'” . engaged in a greal spiritual warfare,

would teach them about God as the Creator. But After studying a few more passages they seemed to fighting to win souls to Christ. Do vou know whether

somehow [ had this feeling that it was not what God understand that they can be saved only through the your students are saved or not? Are you leading your

| wanted me to teach. As [ was having all the students sit hlood of Tesus washing their sins. not throuch cood students to Christ? We can be so busy doing all kinds
=4 : & * Sl & C

quietly on their chaurs, [ prayed in my heart saying, works, or by keeping God' s commandments. So [ of Sunday school activities, But if we do not know our

“God, what shall I teach them?” asked them to close their eyes and raise their hands if students individually whether they have a personal

Then, a thought came across my mind. Surely, they they were sure that they would go to heaven if they relationship with Jesus or not, we cannot earnestly say

responded correctly to the gospel related questions were 1o die even that night. All of them raised their that we have love for their souls. What is more

during the earlier assembly meeting. But I really hands except one boy. This boy used to be in my class desperate and absolutely important than bringing life

wondered whether their answers were coming from last year for a short period of time. He was the one to the dead? Leading each of our students to Christ

| their genuine belief or merely from their head who told me flat on my face, T don' t want Jesus to should be our first priority. It is the greatest and most

| knowledge. So 1 started asking them, “Where is Jesus urgent task which God has given us to do. God is
" I asked

"How do vou know that you can go to

come into my heart”. What he said kept ringing in my

in relation to you?" They said, “In our hearts ears for some time. [ have seen some of the grownups bringing them to us every Sunday and God has given

them again, rejecting Jesus Christ like that before but have never us the greatest opportunity and privilege in the world

heaven?” One child answered, “Believe in Jesus, and seen a littde child responding in such a way. His heart 1o lead them individually 1o Christ.

don' t do bad things but live a good life”. Another was so0 hardened and tightly closed to Jesus that [ just Let us, therefore, make a specific plan to meet with

child said, "Believe in Jesus and try to keep all the felt helpless and sad! each student and lead them to Christ one by one. Let

commandments” . [ listened to each child s answer one

by one. To my surprise, only one out of fourteen

children gave the correct answer. She said, “Believe in

Jesus Christ

Then I started explaining to them, holding up a
white sheet of paper. "God knows everything. He
knows us so completely that there is nothing that we
can hide from Him. He knows not only our actions but
also our thoughrs.” 1 asked, “Is there anybody who can
ay to God that he or she is absolutely sinless and
clean in his or her thought, heart, speech and actions,
just as this white sheet of paper? Everybody said,
“Nobody!!l' 1 “Right! God says in Rom. 3:23,

even those people who seem to do only good things

went on,

and live a good life also commit sins. In Rom. 3:20,
God says that nobody can keep all of His
commandments. Instead, we come o realize that we
are sinners through God' s commandments. We all

have broken God' s laws and are found to be guilty

[ had a chance 1o present the gospel to a group of
people last summer at the retreat. At the end of my
le children

to adults, stood up and accepted Jesus Christ as their

gospel presentation, several people, from litt

personal Savior and Lord. That night, God changed
their hearts and destiny once for all. On the following
Sunday morning, having come back from the retreat,
presented the gospel once again during the children’ s
assembly meeting for those who did not go to the
retreat. Again, some children accepted Jesus Christ as
their Savior and Lord, However, this boy still refused to

accept Jesus into his life.

However, this same boy who flatly said, o
Jesus a year ago, now wanted to receive Jesus Christ!!!
God has been changing his heart. I was greatly
surprised, [ asked himn to come forward and stand with
me. I held his hands and prayed with him. He invited
Jesus into his heart. Then, the whole class prayed once
again, thanking God for His wonderful work of

Jesus as his or her Savior and Lord. If there are

us make sure that every one of our students knows
stuclents
who are not vet saved, let us start praying for their
salvation. With a help and power of Holy Spirit, 1
believe that we will be able to lead them 1o Christ if
ve keep on sharing the good news of Jesus Christ
with them. We, Sunday School teachers, are the most
privileged group of people in the church of Christ
because God has entrusted us with His most precious
lives in our care. [ am very grateful that 1 am a Sunday

School teacher.

English Ministry is looking for Sunday School
teachers who can reach the Bible in English. If
you are interested, please contact Rev. Paul Lee at
552-8200(Ext. 356) or 554-9469(Home).
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