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GOD’S INVITATION

“Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the second time, while he was still confined in the court
of the guard, saying, ® “Thus says the LORD who made the earth, the LORD who formed it to establish it,
the LORD is His name, ©‘Call to Me and I will answer you,
and I will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not know.’(Jeremiah 33:1~3)

Y ou and | are living in very difficult times. Perhaps our personal
conditions and environments are a little different, but one thing
we have in common is tough times. We cry, we get sick, and we ftry
to keep going. Jeremiah lived in tough times too. All his life he loved
God, his nation, and his people, but people despised him. They
hated him and put him in jail because he spoke God's word. Even
after his people were taken captive, he continued to love them and
share God's word with them, but they rejected his message. During
his imprisonment, the Lord God encouraged His servant Jeremiah
with an invitation. When your heart and my heart cry to the Lord
God, like Jeremiah, He never ignores us. In today's Bible verses God
invites a weeping prophet to a life of miracles. God's invitation to
Jeremiah also extends to believers in Christ. When you and | pray to
the Lord, miracles always happen in our life because of God's great
invitation. Without doubt, prayer brings God's miracles into our life,

Prayer is an invitational privilege, God says, “Call to Me"(Jer. 33:3).
He invites you to call Him. Without praying you cannot call to God,
but when you pray you are calling to God. Prayer always begins with
God's invitation. Jeremiah was undergoing a very troubled situation
when God invited him to call. The weeping prophet was given an
invaluable resource. The Bible offers many invitations to pray. Jesus
said, "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock,
and it will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives, and
he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened”(Mt.
7:7~8). When we pray, we need to trust God. If our insides don't
believe in His werd or His promises, then you cannot receive His
miracles. You doubt the power of God when your own desires take
over, “You lust and do not have; so you commit murder. You are
envious and cannot obtain; so you fight and quarrel. You do not have
because you do not ask. You ask and do not receive, because you
ask with wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your
pleasures”(Jas. 4:2~3). God's power is meant for God's will, not for
our own selfish ideas. God's people can call to Him with confidence
because His grace always comes in our times of need, “For we do
not have a high priest whe cannot sympathize with our weaknesses,
but One who has been tempted in all things as we are, yet without
sin. Therefore let us draw near with confidence to the throne of
grace, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time
of need”(Heb. 4:15~16). G

Prayer comes with a promise. God says, “Call to Me and | will
answer you"(Jer. 33:3). God will answer! Jesus not only died for
your sin, but He resurrected and now has victory over death, not
only that but He is preparing your eternal home and has promised to
corne back and pick you up. Do you believe it? Not too many people
really believe it. Today's Christians practice prayer like theology
therapy or think prayer is like a spinning wheel of chance where
sometimes God answers and sometimes He doesn‘t. God not only
hears His children’s prayers, but He answers each one. Do you know
the power of God's word? Do you know that He talked this earth

into existence? God promises He will answer. He answered
Abraham and gave him a son when he was one hundred years old
and his wife was ninety nine, “So Sarah conceived and bore a son to
Abraham in his old age, at the appointed time of which God had
spoken to him“(Gen. 21:2). He answered Elijah and sent down fire,

“‘Answer me, O LORD, answer me, that this people may know that

You, O LORD, are God, and that You have turned their heart back
again.” Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the burnt
offering and the wood and the stones and the dust, and licked up
the water that was in the trench”(1 Kgs. 18:37~38). He answered
Jesus in front of Lazarus’ tomb, “When He had said these things,
He cried out with a loud voice, ‘Lazarus, come forth.' The man who
had died came forth, bound hand and foot with wrappings, and his
face was wrapped around with a cloth. Jesus said to them, 'Unbind
him, and let him go'"(Jn. 11:43~44). He answered Peter as he
healed a paralyzed man, “Peter said to him, 'Aeneas, Jesus Christ
heals you; get up and make your bed.’ Immediately he got up. And
all who lived at Lydda and Sharon saw him, and they turned to the
Lord"(Acts 9:34~35). God still answers your prayers.

Prayer has power. God says, “Call to Me and | will answer you,
and | will tell you great and mighty things, which you do not
know"(Jer. 33:3). You have power that you don't even know about.
When we call to Ged in faith, He answers, and His answers are
powerful. Do you believe it? Ephesians 3:20 says, “Now to Him
who is able to do far more abundantly beyond all that we ask or
think, according to the power that works within us.” | hope you
believe it. Jesus said, “Because of the littleness of your faith; for
truly | say to you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you
will say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,” and it will
move; and nothing will be impossible to you”(Mt. 17:20). Nothing is
impossible! God empowers each individual differently, “For to one
is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the
word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by
the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,
and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy,
and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds
of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. But one
and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each cne
individually just as He wills”(1 Cor. 12:8~11). Amazing power is
available, but the sad news is that we don't utilize it because we
don't really believe it.

My dear friend, there is no limit on our calling to God. All things
are possible through Him. Jesus said, “All things are possible to
him who believes”(Mk. 9:23). Do you believe? Please accept God's
invitation and do not doubt His word. Do not be discouraged! Pray
for your family, friends, church, and country. Pray for lost souls, pray
for your personal needs, and expect God to answer your prayer. Are
you feeling discouraged now, or are you ready to go out these
church doors and start facing these tough times through prayer? &
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