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(D Next Sunday s Message By Rev. Kim, Sung Kwan @

JUDAH

(Genesis 49:8)

rior 1o Jacob' s death, he gathered his twelve sons to
P give each one their blessing. The blessing was a very
important ritual, prophesing each son' s future. Preceding
Jacob' s blessings, the Bible concentrates on Joseph, Jacob'
are told the story of how Joseph,
accosted by his brothers, was sold into slavery and taken

s most beloved son. We

away from his family for thirteen years. During those vears
in Egypt he faced many hardships and prevailed, for God
was with him. When the great famine struck, it was Joseph
who welcomed and cared for his brothers and father in
Egypt.

I s natural for us to think that at the time of Jacob' s
blessings, Joseph would indeed receive the most favorable
one. Not only did he sutfer and rescue his entire family but
his father s hean favored him. Much 1o our surprise, it is not Joseph but
Judah who really receives God' s greatest blessing. For God chose Judah as
His Kingdom in which the son of David, our Lord Jesus Christ came from.

It' s interesting to note that Jacob' s blessing of Judah, his one son,
continued four hundred and thirty (430) years later to Moses. Moses blessed
the whole tribe of Judah, "Hear, O Lord, the cry of Judah; bring him to his
people. With his own hands he defends his cause. Oh, be his help against
his foes!” (Deut. 33:7) This illustrates the true and serious nature of facob' s
original blessing and shows us that even through Moses, Tear, O Lord, the
cry of Judah' | the Lord God heard the voice of Judah.

In the opening words of Judah' s blessing are three major blessings:
praise (your brothers will praise you), triumph (your hand will be on the
neck of your enemies) and honor (your father s sons will bow down to
you). It s at this point that we begin to wonder, "Why did Judah receive the
hest blessing?” Our question can be answered by carefully reviewing the

story t)f_]()St’ph.

When we look back into the story of Joseph, we discover Judah' s
loyalty and sincerity. Prior to Jacob' s sons  second return to Egypt for food,
Judah confronts his father with extreme boldness.

The man warned us solemnly, You will not see my face again unless your

“But Judah said to him,
brother is with you" (Gen. 43:3). Jacob withheld his youngest son,
Benjamin, from the first journey because he and Joseph were the only sons
he had with Rachel. Since Joseph was presumed dead, Jacob kept close
guard over Benjamin. Everyonie was aware of this situation and thus did not
wish to upset their father. Unlike all his brothers who remained quiet, Judah
spoke up. He was the only one who had the nerve to politely, yet tirmly
asked to his father for the needed circumstances for their family to survive.
Judah' s asking to his father was a voice the Lord heard.

Upon reaching Egypt for the third time, “Joseph was still in the
house when Judah and his brothers came in, and they threw themselves to
the ground before him” (Gen. 44:14). Of all his ten brothers, Judah is

mentioned first - “Judah and his brothers”. He is the leader and
demonstrates his courage through honest repentance before Joseph. Judah
even offered himself in replacement for Benjamin, an act the Lord took to

heart,

Throughout the Old Testament, the descendants of Judah are
“The one who brought his offering on the
(Num.
“The divisions of the camp of Judah

consistently shown as leaders.
first day was Nahshon son of Amminadab of the tribe of Judah”
7:12). And when it was time to fight,
(Nurm. 10:14). "Who will be the first to go up and fight for us
against the Canaanites? The Lord answered,
the land into their hands™ (Judges 1:1b - 2),

went first---"
TJudah is to go; I have given
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Further evidence of God s blessing of praise, “Judah my scepter’
and “The scepter will not depart from Judah® displays God' s granting of
wisdom to Judah and his people (Ps. 60:7 and Gen. 49:10). For God told
Moses, “See, 1 have chosen Bezalel son of Urd, the son of Hur, of the tribe of
Judah, and T have filled him with the Spirit of God, with skill, ability and
knowledge in all kinds of crafts” (Ex. 31:2-3), Here again, we see that God' s
wisdom, "The Spirit of God' | is mentioned first,

The preeminence of Judah and God s blessing of praise is evidently
and most beautifully pictured in Psalm 78:67-68, “Then He rejected the tents
of Joseph, He did not choose the tribe of Ephraim; but he chose the tribe of
Judah, Mount Zion, which He loved.”

Judah' s blessings of triumph are found in David' s win over the lion,
the bear and Goliath (1 Samuel 17:34-36). It is also seen in the war between
Abijah and Jeroboam, "The men of lsrael were subdued on that occasion,
and the men of Judah were victorious because they relied on the Lord, the
God of their fathers” (2 Chron. 13:18).

And the Bible mentions the blessing of honor bestowed upon Judah
hooks. "Do not weep! See,
the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able
1o open the scroll and its seven seals” (Rev. 5:5). "But you, Bethlehem, in
the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah: for out
of you will come a ruler who will be the shepherd of my people Israel” (MLt
2:0). Amen!

in several “Then one of the elders said o me,

Before we read the asking of Judah to his father, our concentration is
focused on Jacob and Joseph. Judah is only mentioned a couple of times
and we don’ t really look closely at him because of that. Jacab' s rich
blessings of praise, triumph and honor to Judah really happened because
God heard his asking to his father. Judah' s courage, sincerity, loyalty and
honesty opened God s ears to his voice. God heard Judah' s prayer and
gave him the greatest blessing.
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