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Stond Firm in Christ

It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again
to a yoke of slavery. Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision,
Christ will be of no benefit to you. And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision,

that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law.

You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love. (Galatians 5:1-6)

n today's Bible verses. Paul is speaking directly to the swaying
Ichurches of Galatia. Certain Jewish Christians (the Judaizers)
were teaching that merit-salvation through obedience to the Law of
Moses was necessary. Their persuasions concerning circumcision were
hindering the Christians of Galatia in obeying the truth. As such, Paul
jumped in to apply justification by faith in relation to Christian
liberty. After asserting the rightness of the gospel, and defending
and explaining justification by faith plus nothing, and of sanctification
by the Holy Spirit, not the Mosaic Law, he here puts into practice the
necessity of standing firm in Christ. Although arguments concerning
circumcision do not sway most Christians foday, other factors related
to earning God's grace influence them. Paul's message urges all
believers to stand firm in freedom, from the Law, and by faith—in
Christ alone!

Stand firm in the freedom Christ provides. "It was for freedom
that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be
subject again to a yoke of slavery. Behold I, Paul, say fo you that if
you receive circumcision. Christ will be of no benefit to you"(vv. 142).
Law (circumcision) and grace (Christ) simply do not mix. Jesus Christ
is of the utmost importance. He gives us freedom. Human power is
limited. We cannot make ourselves righteous, no matter how hard we
try. The good news is that Jesus has the power to make us righteous,
and from there give us freedom. It's useless trying to make yourself
good. It's a waste of time trying to make yourself righteous by
keeping the Jaw. You cannot satisfy God by being good and doing
good things. You cannot secure God's favor by trying fo keep the law.

The beauty and wonder of God's grace is that you don't have to
worry anymore about whether or not you have the ability or strength
to keep God's commands. My friend, Jesus broke the bonds of sin and
removed the sting of death. You are free from them in Him, Jesus
already accomplished everything. He came to this earth as a sinless
Man, kept all the laws, and did everything righteous in front of God.
In Jesus, God was well pleased. But as for you, you are a sinner. The
Bible tells us that all have sinned and fallen short of God's glory. You
just can't make it on your ownl When you break the law, Jesus pays
the penalty. Romans 8:2&3 tells us, “For the law of the Spirit of life
in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.
For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God
did; sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an
offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh." Jesus died, "so that
He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might
receive the adoption as sons"(Gal. 4:5). Therefore, stand firm in the
freedom Christ gives to believers.

Stand firm from the law. Jesus is the highest value. When you
get hung-up on ritualistic forms, the value of Jesus goes down. Paul
told the Christians of Galatia, "And I testify again to every man who

receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole
Law. You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be
Justified by law; you have fallen from grace”(vv. 3&44). Because the
law is a unit, obedience to it cannot be selective. If one chooses this
route, then Jesus is nothing. To use the impossible ground of
Jjustification by law is fo leave, abandon, and fall from the way of
grace as the only basis for justification. Christ is what is important.
You cannot find salvation in the law.

Christian members participate in many formal rituals, like baptism,
communion, and marriage. There is value in these religious
ceremonies, but they do not make you righteous. “Many will say to Me
on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in
Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?*
And then I will declare to them, T never knew you: depart from Me,
you who practice lawlessness™(Mt. 7:22423). Paul is even more
direct, “For as many as are of the works of the Law are under a
curse; for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who does not abide by all
things written in the book of the law, fo perform them"(Gal. 3:10).
Christ give us freedom from the low. Therefore, stand firm in Christ,
not the law.

Stand firm by faith. Faith gives you the hope of righteousness.
“For we through the Spirit, by faith, are waiting for the hope of
righteousness. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor
uncircumcision means anything, but faith, working through love"(vv.
546). Righteousness really comes from your faith. The hope of
believers makes them righteous. Hope in this world and the things it
offers is nothing. It is a false hope, a deadly hope. Only hope in
Jesus Christ brings forth life. It is a real and eternal hope. The
Bible only tells us of one worthwhile hope, and that hope is in Jesus
Christ, You cannot be righteous without faith in Christ.

We have to focus on Jesus Christ with our faith. It is our
privilege of redemption. It will stay eternally with God. That's why
through the Holy Spirit your faith can be righteous, not ritualistic.
There is nothing of this earth that can make you perfect. The only
hope of God's presence in your life is through faith in Jesus Christ.
That makes you righteous! “For in hope we have been saved, but hope
that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already
sees?"(Rom. 8:24). "When Christ, who is our life, is revealed, then
you also will be revealed with Him in glory. Therefore consider the
members of your earthly body as dead fo immorality, impurity,
passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry”(Col. 3:445).
People naturally concern themselves with other things, but those who
stand firm in Christ will concern themselves only with Him. It is the
only way to be righteous. It gives you the hope of righteousness.
Therefore, stand firm in Christ by your faith, 4
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