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Sermon for Next Sunda

REBUILDING

“"Then I said to them, “You see the bad situation we are in, that Jerusalem is desolate and its gates burned by fire.
Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem so that we will no longer be a reproach.” ™I told them how the hand of my
God had been favorable te me and also about the king’s words which he had spoken to me. Then they said, “Let us arise
and build.” So they put their hands to the good work. "’But when Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Ammonite
official, and Geshem the Arab heard it, they mocked us and despised us and said, “What is this thing you are doing? Are
you rebelling against the king?” “"So I answered them and said to them, “The God of heaven will give us success;
therefore we His servants will arise and build, but you have no portion, right or memorial in Jerusalem.”
(Nehemiah 2:17~20)

ehemiah was a contemporary of Ezra and Zerubbabel. He lived

during the end time of Judah’s captivity in Babylon. As a
cupbearer to King Artaxerxes |, Nehemiah's position was a
responsible one (certifying that none of the wine the king drank was
poisoned) and an influential one (since such a trusted servant often
became a close advisor). Having heard that the walls of Jerusalem
had not been rebuilt, and having received permission from the king
to go to Jerusalem to correct the situation, Nehemiah left his job
with the king to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. It wasn't easy to
leave his important pesition but his heart was broken over the ruined
walls of Jerusalem. There are many places and many people in this
21st century that are broken and need restoration. Churches need
rebuilding after spiritual decline, and Christians need rebuilding after
backsliding and defeat. Like Nehemiah, how can we rebuild today?

We can rebuild through prayer. Nehemiah cried, fasted, and prayed
when he found out that the walls of Jerusalem were broken down
and its gates were burned with fire, “When | heard these words, |
sat down and wept and mourned for days; and | was fasting and
praying before the God of heaven. | said, ‘I beseech You, O Lord God
of heaven, the great and awesome God, who preserves the
covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His
commandments’”(Neh. 1:4~5). Nehemiah praised God for His love
and power. He cried out for God's help to rebuild. The Bible is filled
with accounts of the great works of God through a kneeling figure,
Sometimes plans of rebuilding may fail but prayer always prevails.
Believing prayers place success in our reach despite obstacles.
Christians should flee at once to Him who stills the sea. When
Nehemiah told the king of his situation and the king asked him what
he wanted, Nehemiah prayed to the God of heaven (Neh. 2:4). When
we trust God and pray to Him, He answers. When Ezra was
returning to Jerusalem with God's people they asked God for a safe
journey, "So we fasted and sought our God concerning this matter,
and He listened tc our entreaty”(Ezra 8:23). Prayer is important,
especially for rebuilding.

We can rebuild through confession of sin. Nehemiah confessed his
sins and those of his people before God in prayer, “let Your ear now
be attentive and Your eyes open to hear the prayer of Your servant
which | am praying before You now, day and night, on behalf of the
sons of Israel Your servants, confessing the sins of the sons of Israel
which we have sinned against You; | and my father's house have
sinned. We have acted very corruptly against You and have not kept
the commandments, nor the statutes, nor the ordinances which You
commanded Your servant Moses --- O Lord, | beseech You, may Your
ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant and the prayer of Your
servants who delight ta revere Your name, and make Your servant
successful today and grant him compassion before this man’ (Neh.

1:6~11). Nehemiah's confession was specific. Sins confessed are
sins forgiven, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness”(1 Jn.
1:9). Confession of sin is the result of the conviction of the Holy
Spirit. Confession of sins puts away self-righteousness, and
recognizes God's love and grace. When we are cleansed by the
confession of sin we can claim God's promise. Nehemiah claimed
God's promise, just as Isaiah did, “'Woe is me, for | am ruined!
Because | am a man of unclean lips, and | live among a people of
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.’
Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a burning coal in his hand,
which he had taken from the altar with tongs. He touched my mouth
with it and said, ‘Behold, this has touched your lips; and your iniquity
is taken away and your sin is forgiven'"(Is. 6:5~7). Confessing sin
makes us ready to rebuild and serve.

We can rebuild through making new commitments. After
inspecting the walls of Jerusalem, Nehemiah went before the
officials at Jerusalem and said, "Come, let us rebuild the wall of
Jerusalem so that we will no longer be a reproach”(Neh. 2:17). The
majority of the officials responded, “Let us arise and build”(Neh.
2:18), and they put their hands to the good work. Sadly, a few
mocked and despised Nehemiah's commitment and said, “What is
this thing you are doing? Are you rebelling against the king?”(Neh.
2:19). Nehemiah's commitment was linked to a challenge. His
commitment demanded the very best from himself and others. Not
everyone was on board, but Nehemiah continued forward with his
promise to God. God cleansed his sins and his faith was strong. He
knew the pathway God wanted him to follow and he encouraged
others to follow.

My dear friends, today is a good time to make a new commitment
to Jesus Christ. Have you failed to carry through in the past?
Confess your failure and rededicate your life to Him. Are you
depressed and down? Please reconcile yourself with Jesus Christ
and you will have peace and hear His voice through God's Word.
Pray and confess your sins so that you can be refreshed, “Therefore,
we are ambassadors for Christ, as theugh God were making an
appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to
God"(2 Cor. 5:20). When our hearts are right with God we can
rebuild with confidence. The God of heaven will prosper us.
Nehemiah told his critics, “So | answered them and said to them,
'The God of heaven will give us success; therefore we His servants
will arise and build, but you have no portion, right or memorial in
Jerusalem'"(Neh. 2:20). No doubters rebuilt the wall of Jerusalem.
Those that helped with the rebuilding believed God and moved
ahead. God is always up to the occasion. Are you ready to accept
His invitation to rebuild? Let's rise up now and rebuild. Amen. g
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