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|| sermon for Next Sunday |

CONSECRATION

“cyFor I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the
night in which He was betrayed took bread; *“"and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and
said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” *"In the same way
[He took] the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do
this, as often as you drink [it,] in remembrance of Me.” “*For as often as you eat this bread
and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.” (1 Corinthians 11:23-26)

ou cannot commemorate Christ as your Savior without
Yackncwledging yourself as His. The purchase of His
blood draws you into heavenly life, and devotes you to His
service. Part of the Lord’s life and service include partaking
of His Supper. The very nature of the Lord’s Supper claims
your heart now, and commands consecration henceforth.
As such, the invitation to His Table is strictly for believers,
not unbelievers. Dead people must not sit down at the
table of the living God. For at this table God and man
interact through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit. Such a
sacred experience cannot withstand any falsity.

Partaking in the Lord’'s Supper is a command to all
believers. The Lord Jesus in the night in which He was
betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this
in remembrance of Me"(v. 24). In the same way He took
the cup alsc after supper, saying, “This cup is the new
covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of Me"(v. 25). He explained, “For as often as
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death until He comes”(v. 26). Only believers relate
with the Lord's death because only believers, new
creatures, have a relationship with Him. His blood and body
can only consecrate those with faith. When Thomas, the
doubter, finally recognized the full deity of Jesus Christ, he
said, "My Lord and my God"(Jn. 20:28)! Indeed, partaking
of the Lord's Supper requires a clear, pure, and sincere
understanding of Jesus Christ. His command is an
evangelical blessing and privilege that all believers need to
obey.

Partaking in the Lord's Supper refreshes a believer's faith.
An old hymn comes to mind that says, “There is a green
hill far away, Without a city wall, Where the dear Lord was
crucified, Who died to save us all. Oh dearly, dearly has He
loved, And we must love Him too, And trust in His
redeeming blood, And try His works to do. We may not
know, we cannot tell, What pains He had to bear; But we

believe it was for us, He hung and suffered there. There
was no other good enough, To bear the price of sin; He
only could unlock the gate, Of heaven and let us in. Amen."
This is the wonderful understanding love that this huge
church should know and show. The world looks at this
church to see what we are doing. Right now there are
unbelievers in our midst listening and watching. We must
come to the Lord's Table wholeheartedly, so that the Lord's
consecration transforms us to shine on all around. Truly, our
faith requires such refreshing.

Partaking in the Lord’s Supper is an inescapable corporate
experience. We cannot deny or ignore it because God's
word commands it, and our faith is purely devoted to the
Lord. We need the strengthening that comes from
conforming to His will. The Lord’s Supper is one of our
church’s most serious forms of worship. It is a deep
confession that represents the climax of God’s mercy. The
cross itself shows God's amazing love, and the Lord's
Supper reveals His continued care for our present and
future. God gives eternal life only to believers. Their eternal
security comes through their consecration to the Lord. At
the Lord's Table, we have the most wonderful fellowship
with the Lord, and with our brothers and sisters. It is a
wondrous church celebration.

Jesus said, "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me
will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never
thirst”(Jn. 6:35). As we take the bread and cup today, we
will proclaim Christ’s death by remembering the cross, and
His soon coming return. We will also confess and repent of
our sins, and give thanks for His unending love. As
believers, we cannot avoid this sacred meal, for we need to
join in union with the Trinity and each other. We need the
strength and power that the Lord's Supper provides, so
that we can be ready to proclaim the Gospel to unbelievers.
Come now, Let us join this wonderful table with sincerity,
so that the Lord will consecrate our hearts and refresh our
faith for His glory. i
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