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Sermon for Next Sunda

ow does one live a righteous and holy |ife? The truth of
H righteousness (justification) and holiness (sanctification) is
clearly defined in the Bible, especially in today's passage, to relate to
God's work through faith in Jesus Christ, not people and their works
through the Law. All human beings are made righteous and holy apart
from works of the Law and only by faith in Jesus Christ. No one
becomes righteous or holy by their works! Sadly many of today's
churches are teaching and practicing false doctrines concerning this
issue. Every church proclaims to live to glorify God, but so many then
say that in order to glorify God one must do this and that. What are
important to these churches are people gaining high levels of respect
through their good works. Let's look at what the Bible teaches.

The Bible tells us that Jews and Gentiles are both sinners, “for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Rom. 3:23). All sinners
who believe in Jesus Christ receive God's gift of righteousness and
holiness. “There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man
who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, but glory and
henor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and
also to the Greek. For there is no partiality with God. For all who have
sinned without the Law will also perish without the Law, and all who
have sinned under the Law will be judged by the Law" (Rom. 2:9~12).
Jewish people think righteousness comes from keeping the law,
which is why Paul seriously debated with them on this important
issue. No human can be justified because of ancestry. The Jews
received God's law, which is why they knew what is sin, “What shall
we say then? Is the Law sin? May it never be! On the contrary, |
would not have come to know sin except through the Law: for |
would not have known about coveting if the Law had not said, "You
shall not covet.' for sin, taking an opportunity through the
commandment, deceived me and through it killed me. So then, the
Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and
good”(Rom. 7:7, 11~12).

The Bible tells us that Jews and Gentiles can be justified by faith in
Jesus Christ, "nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the
works of the Law but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have
believed in Christ Jesus, so that we may be justified by faith in Christ
and not by the works of the Law; since by the works of the Law no
flesh will be justified”(Gal. 2:16). God's law cannot make anyone
righteous or holy. Only faith in Jesus can declare one righteous in
God's sight and vindicated of any charge of sin in connection with
failure to keep God's law. Galatians 5:6 says, “For in Christ Jesus
neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith

TS

THE TRUTH OF RIGHTEOUSNESS
AND HOLINESS

“nevertheless knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the Law
but through faith in Christ Jesus, even we have believed in Christ Jesus,
so that we may be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the Law;
since by the works of the Law no flesh will be justified.

“7“But if, while seeking to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners,
is Christ then a minister of sin? May it never be! - °"“I do not nullify the grace of God,
for if righteousness comes through the Law, then Christ died needlessly.”
(Galatians 2:16~21)

working through love.” It doesn't matter whether you are a Gentile or
a Jew; every human being must have faith in Jesus to be justified.
God does not show partiality in this, as Peter testified to Cornelius
and his family, ”1 most certainly understand now that God is not one
to show partiality”(Ac. 10:34). Paul also confirmed this to the
Ephesians when he talked about the relations between slaves and
masters, “And masters, do the same things to them, and give up
threatening, knowing that both their Master and yours is in heaven,
and there is no partiality with Him"(Eph. 6:9). God will show no
favoritism, either for the unfaithful slave or for the unjust master,
“For he who does wrong will receive the consequences of the wrong
which he has done, and that without partiality”(Col. 3:25). God looks
at each person'’s heart. What must you do to be justified? "Believe in
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household” (Ac.
16:31)

The Bible tells us that faith is not only the base of justification, but
of sanctification as well, “But if, while seeking to be justified in
Christ, we ourselves have also been found sinners, is Christ then a
minister of sin? May it never be! For if | rebuild what | have once
destroyed, | prove myself to be a transgressor. For through the Law |
died to the Law, so that | might live to God"(Gal. 2:17~19). One
cannot live by faith and live by the Law; they don't mix. Right now,
churches worldwide are mixing faith and law, thus making Christians
s0 burdened. It is very sad, but you know that the primitive church
made the same mistake, which is why Paul wrote Galatians. The 21st
century churches don't emphasize the cross; they emphasize the
duties of human-beings. Paul argued that Christ is not a minister of
sin; He is not responsible for our continuing sin after we are justified
by faith. The answer to this dilemma is not to once again put
ourselves under the law but to continue in our new life in faith in
Christ. Jesus Christ's sacrifice has made the law completely useless
in achieving sanctification for believers. Paul said, “| have been
crucified with Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in
me; and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me. | do not nullify
the grace of God, for if righteousness comes through the Law, then
Christ died needlessly”(Gal. 2:20~21).

What is the truth of righteousness and holiness? It is very, very
simple-only believe in Jesus Christ. Please don't practice or preach
human duty. Please dont tell others that they must do this or that in
order to be righteous and holy. Faith alone in Jesus Christ justifies
and sanctifies each individual. Amen.
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