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Sermon for next weei [

Sermon for next week

LORD'S SUPPER

"For I received from the Lord that which I alse delivered to you,
that the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks,
He broke it, and said, 'This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.’
In the same way [He took] the cup also, after supper, saying,

‘This cup is the new covenant in My blood: do this, as often as you drink [it] in remembrance of Me.’
For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner,
shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord. But let a man examine himself,
and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. For he who eats and drinks,
eats and drinks judgment to himself, if he does not judge the body rightly.” (1 Corinthians 11:23~29).

The important meaning of the Lord's Supper needs to
personally touch each person here today at Choong Hyun.
This special worship time, given fo us by Jesus, started about
2,000 years ago. The bread and wine were regular food back
then, something the people ate all the time. Yet, through this
simple meal, Jesus brought the Bible to one table. He ended
the whole Old Testament sacrificial system. He started a whole
New Testament way. And He made a whole wonderful prophecy
for the future. All these things Jesus made known at one meal.
His purpose for coming down from heaven, bringing together
the past, present, and future, was proclaimed at this one
important meal. What started as the Passover meal in the big
upper room ended in the Lord's Supper through a new room for
God's blessing and grace. I hope that the important meaning of
the first Lord's Supper is the same meaning that gives us
today's Lord's Supper.

How do we take the Lord's Supper? How do we get this
important meaning? Jesus told His disciples, "For as often as
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until He comes"(v. 26). This is the key! It's so important
for you to understand what Jesus is saying here. Whenever we
take this meal, we have to proclaim the Son of God's death, not
His life. Of course, Jesus' life was pure and spotless, filled
with sympathy and compassion for others. However, His
praying, preaching, and performed miracles on this earth are
not the focal point at His Table. His stories and teachings, His
ministry work, and His amazing conversations are not part of
the Lord's Table, The Lord's Table centers on His death, not
His life. We are under orders to proclaim only His death.

When we come to the Lord's Supper, our hearts and minds
must concentrate on Jesus' death. We need to envision His
broken, not glorious flesh. His blood poured out from the cross
for the forgiveness of all sins. His torn body, crown of thorns
stuck in His head, nails ih His hands and feet, spear in His side,
suffered for all. His sacrificial death was God's grace to you.

His humiliation, torture, and ultimate death provided the way of
salvation, so that you could be reconciled to God eternally.
Jesus died so that you could live. His ugly death gives you the
opportunity for a beautiful life.

Jesus made the Lord's Supper. It was His last meal before
walking to Calvary. He concluded all His work at this one meal.
The Lord and His disciples came together that night, in one last
meeting, and Jesus broke the bread as a symbol of how His
flesh would very soon be broken. He poured the wine cups that
night as a symbol of how His blood would also very soon flow out.
The cup represents His blood for the forgiveness of our sin,
and the broken bread represents the cure for our sinful nature.

The amazing thing about proclaiming the Lord's death is that
when we do so, we also at the same time proclaim His second
coming. The cross of Christ is totally a humble and humiliating
place, but it shows the glorious kingdom of God. The past is
finished, and the future is open to life with God. The sins of
believers are washed clean, and eternal hope is present. The
past is forgiven, and the seal of the future is marked.

Let's examine our hearts and confess our sins before the
Lord now. In this church, the most important time for our
worship is going to begin. Jesus made this meal for us. Itisa
most holy meal. It is God's doing, His closest act of love toward
us. Right now, in one of the most intimate ways, we can
experience heavenly blessing. Let's all proclaim Jesus' death.
In front of the slain Lamb, we worship the Lord or Lords. We
open our eyes and look o heaven to the place He has prepared
for us. Let us remember that the Lord invites us fo come. He
calls, "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will
give you rest." Jesus is calling you now to this spiritual, blessed,
and holy table. Come with authority and a humble heart. Come
with a serious aftitude toward proclaiming Jesus' death. Come
with thankfulness. Never ignore this invitation. Never come
for amusement. With your body, heart, and mind all centered
on Jesus' death and second coming, join this Lord's Table. bl
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