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| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THANKSGIVING COMMUNION

@ For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night
in which He was betrayed took bread; “"and when He had given thanks,
He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”
@9In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
“For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
(1Corinthians 11:23~26)

n the night in which Jesus was betrayed, He took the
O bread and cup and gave thanks. Knowing His death was
at hand, He still gave thanks to His Father. Not many people
think about Jesus' thanksgiving at Communion. As a matter
of fact, not many people know that thanksgiving is a major
theme of the Bible. Psalm 95:2 begins, “Let us come before
His presence with thanksgiving,” and Psalm 105:1 says, “Oh
give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name; make known
His deeds among the peoples.” Psalm 106:1 and 118:1
similarly say, “Praise the Lord! Oh give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good; for His Iovingkindhess is everlasting.” The
last verse in the last Psalm says, “Let everything that has
breath praise the Lord. Praise the Lord!"” Jesus constantly
gave thanks to His Father, like when He raised Lazarus from
the dead (Jn. 11:41), when He fed the five thousand (Jn.
6:11), and when He thought about His Father's grace toward
the humble.(Mt. 11:25) 1Thessalonians 5:18 sums things up
for today's believers, "in everything give thanks; for this is
God's will for you in Christ Jesus.” As we come together for
Communion today, let us remember Jesus' thanksgiving and
sacrifice.

Jesus gave thanks for the sacrifice of His body, "« that
the Lord Jesus in the night in which He was betrayed took
bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said,
“This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance
of Me."(vv. 23~24) Jesus gave thanks for the pain that
would buy our pardon. Why did He give thanks for this
suffering sacrifice? Because the Scripture had to be fulfilled
concerning His death, "But He was pierced through for our
transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; the
chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His
scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone
astray, each of us has turned to his own way; but the Lord
has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him."(Is. 53:5~6)

There could be no salvation apart from the cross. Romans
5:8 reminds us, "But God demonstrates His own love
toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for
us.” Jesus asks us to take the bread of Communion in
remembrance of Him. Every Communion is to remind us of
His suffering and death.

Jesus gave thanks for the shedding of His blood, “In the
same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, 'This
cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as
you drink it, in remembrance of Me.'"(v. 25) Jesus' death
ended animal sacrifices. His sacrificial death paid the price
for all sin. As John said when he saw Jesus, "Behold, the
Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!"(Jn.
1:29) Christ is our sacrifice. His blood cleanses us from all
sins. Who can understand such love? Christ thanked His
Father for the pain and shame of the cross. Every
Communion should remind us of His love.

Jesus gave thanks for His second coming, “For as often as
you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord's
death until He comes.”(v. 26) The Christ who died and rose
again will come again. Communion reminds us of the
promise of ultimate victory. Every time we celebrate
Communion we are celebrating the cross, resurrection, and
return of our Lord. Every Cornmunion should remind us that
the crucified and risen One will be the coming One. When
Christ returns Communion will be completed. Some day we
will celebrate the return of our conquering King.

Come now and remember Christ with true thanksgiving.
Come now and humbly partake of this Communion with
wholehearted appreciation and love for the One who sets
you free from sin and gives you everlasting life. Come now
in obedience to the Word of God. Come now and celebrate
the death, resurrection, and return of your Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. Amen.
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