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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

The Sunrise From On High Will Visit Us

"Because of the tender mercy of our God, With which the Sunrise from on high shall visit
us, TO SHINE UPON THOSE WHO SIT IN DARKNESS AND THE SHADOW OF
DEATH, To guide our feet into the way of peace. (Luke 1:78,79)

‘oday's Bible verses conclude Zacharias’ spirit-filled prophecy,

which followed the birth of his son, John the Baptist. His beautiful
words were the result of two ministry visits from the angel Gabriel.
The first one came directly to him, while he was performing his
priestly duties. Gabriel told him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your
petition has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son,
and you will give him the name John... It is he who will go as a
forerunner before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the
hearts of the fathers back to the children, and the disobedient to the
attitude of the righteous, so as to make ready a people prepared for
the Lord"(vv. 13&17). He and his wife were old, so the idea of having
a son was very unusual. His initial response was unbelief, so God
took away his ability to speak until what He said actually happened.

The second ministry visit from Gabriel came to his niece, Mary.
Gabriel told her, “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and
bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. He will be great and will
be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him
the throne of His father David; and He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end”(vv. 31-33). After
Mary received this message, she came and visited Zacharias and his
wife for three months (v. 56). When she shared her good news, he
understood the unfolding of God's miracle story. The promised
Messiah was coming, and his son would help prepare the way for His
ministry.

Sure enough, when John was born God opened Zacharias” mouth
and the Holy Spirit filled it with His prophecy. He witnessed, “Blessed
be the Lord God of Israel, for He has visited us and accomplished
redemption for His people”(v. 88). He could testify to what was
actually happening. He followed this witness statement with
Scripture, then prophesied about his son, “And you, child, will be
called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go on before the
Lord to prepare His ways; to give to His people the knowledge of
salvation by the forgiveness of their sins (vv. 76&77). His prophetic
message concluded, "Because of the tender mercy of our God, with
which the Sunrise from on high will visit us, to shine upon those who
sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the
way of peace”(vwv. 78&79). When the Sunrise came from heaven to
visit this earth, his son would prepare His way. This Sunrise was
going to make things happen that never happened before.

The Sunrise was coming to shine upon those who sit in darkness.
When Simeon saw baby Jesus, he prayed to God. "For my eyes have
seen Your salvation, which You have prepared in the presence of all
peoples, a Light of revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of Your
people Israel”(Lk. 2:30-32). This Sunrise was a special light that could
shine on all people. The Bible tells us that He was the “Light of men”
and “the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every

man”(Jn. 1:4&9). Zacharias' prophecy exactly matched Jesus'
description. Even Jesus said, “| have come as Light into the world, so
that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness”(Jn.
12:46). The Christmas message is that the Sunrise came to wisit. God
sent His wonderful shining Light. When He created this earth, the
first thing he said was, "Let there be light”(Gn. 1:3). Light brings life
It makes the flowers blossom and the trees bear fruit. God wants to
give us life through His Son, the Light of the world.

The Sunrise was coming to shine upon those who sit in the shadow
of death. Adam and Eve's sin brought death to all humans, so that
everyone sits in the shadow of death. Romans 6:23 says, “For the
wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.” When Jesus was born, the Light that wipes away
darkness and death shined. Hebrews 9:27 says, “And inasmuch as it
is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment.”
Everybody has to die and face God's judgment. but the resurrected
Jesus can change our destiny. His sunshine overcomes death. Jesus
said, "Truly, truly, | say to you, he who hears My word, and believes
Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment,
but has passed out of death into life. Truly, truly | say to you, an hour
is coming and now is, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of
God, and those who hear will live”{Jn. 5:24&25). Lazarus and Jairus'
daughter died, but when they heard Jesus’ voice they lived(Un. 11:44
 Mk. 5:35842). Jesus' resurrection cvercame the power of death. He
gives eternal life to those with faith.

The Sunrise was coming to guide our feet into the way of peace.
Naturally, our feet walk towards turbulence, Without Jesus, we can
never attain perfect peace, but with His help, we can have a peace
that passes all understanding. Jesus said, “| am the way, and the
truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me"(Jn.
14:6). He is the only connection we have to God. Until His return, He
leaves us with His peace, “Peace | leave with you; My peace | give to
you; not as the world gives do | give to you. Do not let your heart be
troubled, nor let it be fearful”{Jn. 14:27). Jesus said, "These things |
have spoken to you, so that in Me you may have peace. In the world
you have tribulation, but take courage; | have overcome the
world" (Jn. 16:33).

My dear friend, as Christmas approaches, have you thought about
what you received because of Jesus' birth? What kind of relationship
do you have with Jesus? Has the Sunrise come to you, or are you still
living in darkness, in the fear of the shadow of death? Is the Light
leading you to heaven, as it led the wise men from the east during
that first Christmas season? They saw the star and followed its light
to Jesus, so that they could worship, glorify, and give Him their gifts.
This Christmas, please remember that from heaven God sent His
Sunrise to visit you. Have you received Him? i
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