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Today’s Lord’s Supper (Isaiah 50:4~9)

“...Take eat; this is My body.
--- Drink from it, all of you; for this is My blood of the covenant,
which is poured out for many for forgiveness of sin---"

n this day, there are a lot of churches, worldwide,
focusing on church activities. Church activities are an
important aspect of church life. They are a determining
factor on whether a church grows or dies. Churches with
little to no activity are dying, losing congregation members.
Hence, today's churches design and plan special Bible
classes, prayer groups, adult ministries, college and high
school ministries, children’s ministries, and so on, to
facilitate church growth. These activities bring people to
church. Indeed, many churches are expending an
enormous amount of effort, money, and time to attract
members so that their churches won't die out. But let's think
over the nature of the church. What is the church? It is the
body of Christ. Christ set-up the Lord’s Supper. He
commands us, “do this in remembrance of Me”. How
serious are you today about this activity? How fervent are
our pastors, elders, and church leaders? Are you and they
more concerned about other church activities, or are you
and they focused on obeying our King, and following the
Messiah’s commandment?

The first Lord’'s Supper took place during Passover.
Passover is like Israel's birthday. God performed a most
blessed miracle; He took human slaves and turned them
into His people. In remembrance of that holy event, His
people slay the lamb of God. With this perspective, the 21st
century Jews perform a most significant activity for the
Passover meal. But Jesus, He put aside the Passover
dinner, and began a new memorial celebration. He took the
bread, blessed it, broke it, and told His disciples, “Take eat;
this is My body.” He even took His cup, gave thanks, and
handed it to His disciples, saying “Drink from it, all of you;
for this is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for
many for forgiveness of sin.” How significant is Jesus’
words? His statement is so clear! It has such deep
meaning. Whereas God spared the Israelites from death
with the lamb’s blood painted on the doorposts; He now
spares all who believe in Jesus, the true Lamb of God, from
eternal death. Jesus sacrificed His life for us; He sacrificed
His body for us! Are you really serious about participating in
this activity?

One of the wonderful truths Jesus shares with us is in
His statement, “I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from
now on until that day when | drink it new with you in My
Father’s kingdom”. Wow! Jesus is talking about heaven, not
the Garden of Eden, or Hawaii, or any worldly destination.
He speaks of His Father's kingdom. Can you imagine that
there’s wine, grape plants, from which we are going to drink
there, in heaven, with Jesus? Jesus' words to His disciples
confirm that He is going to die, and that He is going to live

again. It explains the past and future to us. Jesus will have

a place for us at His table, and we will have a wonderful
celebration in the kingdom of God. Are you listening to what
Jesus said? It's a small statement with a big blessing. Paul
even elaborates, “For as often as you eat this bread and
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He
comes” (1 Cor. 11:26). Looking back on Christ's death and
looking forward to His second coming is the same as Jesus
drinking now, dying, and drinking again in His Father’'s
kingdom. There’s a future. There's hope. There’s blessing
through His death.

Jesus didn't mention here in today's Scripture passage
His life, miracles, or teachings. He didn’t ask us to proclaim
these things at His table. How many churches expound
upon His greatness in these things during the Lord’s
Supper? We all know how wonderful and perfectly sinless
His life was, is, and will always be. He was the spotless
Lamb of God. We all know how powerful His teachings
were, are, and will always be. The Bible clearly
differentiates between the Pharisees, Scribes, and Priests
teachings and Jesus'. We all know how amazing his
miracles were, are, and will always be. He raised Lazarus
from the dead, He healed Mary Magdalene of seven
demons, He fed five thousand people with five loaves of
bread and two fish, He walked on water, He calmed a
stormy sea, and performed so many more incredible
miracles. But He doesn’t mention these things, He mentions
His death. We are to proclaim, at this time, His death. His
body and blood are not shown in a glorious manner, but are
seen as crushed. For the lost human, the sinner, how
crugial it is to connect with His death.

After the Lord's Supper, Jesus and His disciples sang a
hymn and proceeded to the Mount of Olives (v. 30). There
He was caught. His body (broken bread) and His blood (the
cup of wine) were sacrificed for our redemption. His body
and blood paid for our sin of death. His body and blood
cleansed our sins. Jesus' asks us to remember His death,
and remember our future reunion in God's kingdom with its
joy and fellowship.

The Lord’s Supper is a sign as to the past and is a seal
as to the future. Jesus’ told of His death and of His new
meeting in heaven. How sacred is the Lord's Supper? It is
the highest activity of worship in the church, but the church
doesn’t hold it above all else. In its observance, we come
nearest to the work and worship of heaven itself, Today you
are called to meet with this wonderful Savior in this sacred
and solemn Supper. Don’t partake of this sacrament
ignorantly, irreverently, or uncharitably. We must take it in a
manner and attitude worthy of it. Amen. i
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