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(D Next Sunday's Message By Rev, Kim, Sung Kwan @

SERMON OF
JEREMIAH

(Jeremiah 26:1-19)

eremizth was a prophet who ministered in Judah during the

reigns of Josiah and succeeding kings up to the Babylonian
exile, He proclaimed words that were spoken first by God
Himself and were therefore certain of {ulfillment, During the
reign of King Jehoiakim, Josiah's son, a special message was
given to him to deliver to Judah, [t begins with specific
instructions from God to Jeremiah, “This is what the Lord says:
Stand in the courtyard of the Lord’ s house and speak 1o all the
people of the towns of Judah who come to worship in the
house of the Lord, Tell them everything I command you! do not
omit a word” (vs, 2).

These instructions contain three very important orders, The
first order is to stand in the courtyard of the Lord's house,
Jeremiah is not instructed to stand just anywhere but to stand in
the temple of the Lord; God’ s church, The second order is that
he is to speak to the church's members, those who come to worship regularly,
Gaod is telling Jeremiah that these people who earnestly seek to worship Him,
really need His message, They come to worship the Lord but they don't hear the
Lord; that's why God clearly states to Jeremiah, “This is what the Lord says’ .
These people are continually coming to God' s temple but are not hearing God' s
message, And the third order contains a double request of the same order,
Jeremiah is to tell the people everything that God tells him, he is not to omit one
word but repeat everything exactly as God says, He is asking Jeremiah not to
change one word for fear of human approval or disapproval,

God tells Jeremiah the reasoning for His message to Judah, “Perhaps they will
listen and each will tum from his evil way, Then [ will relent and not bring on
them the disaster 1 was planning because of the evil they have done” (vs, 3). God
wants His people to tumn away from evil. He wants them to be aware of their
wrongdoings and repent. He wants them (o change their ways and follow after
Him, Although His people come to worship, they are not worshiping but doing
evil, This evil comes at a high price and God asks Jererniah to be strong and tell
themi exactly what He savs in order to avoid His calamity,

Jeremiah’ s sermon to Judah, directly commanded by God is, "This is what the
Lord says: If you do not listen o me and follow my law, which I have set before
you, and if you do not listen to the words of my servants the prophets, whom 1
then I will
make this house like Shiloh and this city an object of cursing among all the

have sent to you again and again (though you have not listened),

nations of the earth” (vss, 40). Jeremiah directly quotes God, “This is what the

Lord says’, so that there is no doubt or misinterpretation. The message is
unquestionable and clear, if His people do nat listen and do not follow His laws
{which they obviously haven't done in the past) then God will destroy His
beloved temple and make His city cursed among nations, God's temple will be
like Shiloh, Shiloh is a terrible place that is well known to the Israelites, Their city,
known from their ancestors as the promised land from God, will be cursed,

This message is very strong, The Israelites know that God's temple s the
place where God abides with them, They know that their city is God' s blessing
land, All their blessings and comfort come from these two sources, If the Israelites
leave the temple and city and practice idolatry elsewhere, that would be fine, But
for them 10 go to God' s temple to worship, hear His message, live in His city und
use His name and continually do and practice evil is immoral and wicked. God' s
punishment will be severe - a disaster!

"The priests, the prophets and all the people heard Jeremiah speak these
words in the house of the Lord” (vs, 7), As soon as he finished speaking the exact
words that God commanded, all the people seized him and threatened to kill
him. Before consulting God for His decision, they drew their own decisions that
Jeremiah must be bad and that his words could not be God' s will, How could
God's

blessed city (that’s not God’ s will)? Their way of thinking reflected their teaching_

Jeremiah liken God’ s temple to Shiloh (that’s bad)? How could he curse
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All these people thought they were better than God and made their own
conclusions, They knew that life belongs to Gaod, yer without a moments thought
they were ready to kill Jeremiah,

As they gathered around him, they questioned his motive for speaking so
cruelly about their temple and their city, To them, prophecy meant God's
blessing, In the name of the Lord, everything was to be a blessing, not a curse,
How could he use God's name and curse God's house? Therefore, they knew
he was wrong, To gain support for their decision to kill him, they called upon the
city’s government officials who were not present at the time of Jeremiah's
sermon,

The government officials came to God's temple to listen to hear what the
r. With the

government officials present, the power 1o kill Jeremiah was legalized, So, the

priests, prophets and all the people had to say on the matte
priests and the prophets told the officials, “This man should be sentenced to
death because he has prophesied against this city, You have heard it with your
own ears!” (vs, 11), Because he cursed the city, surely the government officials
would favor their decision to kill him,

"Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and all the people: The Lord sent me o
prophesy against this house and this city all the things you have heard, Now
reform your ways and your actions and obey the Lord your God, Then the Lord
will relent and not bring the disaster He has pronounced against you™ (vss, 12-
13). Notice that Jeremiah doesn’t address the priests and prophets, only the
officials and people, He discems the situation and places that there is no trust in
the priests and prophets, He continues, ~As for me, T am in your hands: do with
me whatever vou think is good and right. Be assured, however. that if you put me
to death, you will bring the guilt of innocent blood on yourselves and on this city
andd on those who live in it, for in truth the Lord has sent me to you to speak all
these words in your hearing” (vss, 14-15), Jeremiah truthfully speaks to them of
the Lord’ s command, He doesn’ t change any of God' s words to help him in this
situation, He doesn’ t place value in his life but in God’ s word for them to listen,

Now, an amazing thing occurs, The officials and all the people tell the priests
and prophets, “This man should not be sentenced to death! He has spoken to us

in the name of the Lord our God” (vs, 16), The whole environment changes,

Evervbody (priests, prophets, officials, and all the people) have heard God's

message. The innocent people responded correctly 1o the priests and prophets,
They really believed that Jeremiah was a servant of God, He didn’t comprormise
the Word of God and told the whole truth even though his life was at stake, The
Jewish people knew God and recognized and found a true servant, They also
realized that the priests and prophets were wrong,

Some of the elders of the land stepped forward and spoke 1o the entire
assernbly of the prophet Micah’ s ministry to King Hezekiah, They reiterated the
doom that was prophesied by Micah regarding Judah, They also mentioned that
King Hezekiah did not put Micah to death but feared the Lord and sought His
favor, And the Lord relented and did not bring the disaster he pronounced against
with their

them but extended Judah for one hundred years more, The elders,

experience, saw Jeremiah as a servant of God who should not be put to death but
listened 1o,

The real key in today’s message is the understanding that the people
continued to come to the Lord’s house and worship Him, even though their
deeds were wicked, From a human standpoint, their actions appear honorable,
Going to church every Sunday to worship God is a respectable deed, The
problem is that God sees into the hearts of all mankind, He told Jererniah to stand
in the middle of His temple, not in the wilderness, not in the comer of street, not
in someone’ s home but at the center of His house to preach to all the people His
exact words, He was instructed not to omit even one word but to be honest and
truthful, God knew their heants and pleaded with them o repent and follow His
ways, He asked them to listen to Jeremiah, tor they had repeatedly not listened to
God warned them of the

the prophets He had sent time and again. severe

consequences which would occur if they continued in their ways; He would
collapse His terple and curse His city,
3:1-3),

Jesus tells the church in Sardis that they think they are alive, calling His name,

We find the same situation occurring again in the New Testament (Rev,
and
doing well; when in fact they are dying, He says, "Wake up! Strengthen what
remains and is about to die, for I have not found vour deeds complete in the sight
of my God, Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and
repent, But if you do not wake up, [ will come like a thief, and you will not know
{vs, 2-3),

Christians today need o search their hearts and come 1o Gaod sincerely in

at what time [ will come to you”

faith, Whenever we are weak, torn, and struggling: we need to retum to the cross
in repentance and find God' s grace, For the cross alone is our salvation! Our
hearts are the temple of God. Is the Holy Spirit active in your heart? Our Lord
wants to change your deeds, He has the power to change your heart, Let' s hear
Jeremiah’s sermon to Judah and Jesus' sermon to Sardis, and change our hearts

Lo worship, trust, and obey God everyday and in every way!
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