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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

AGAINST THE GOSPEL

s However, they did not all heed the glad tidings; for Isaiah says, “LORD, WHO HAS BELIEVED OUR
REPORT?” )80 faith [comes] from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ. "But I say, surely they have
never heard, have they? Indeed they have; “THEIR VOICE HAS GONE OUT INTO ALL THE EARTH, AND
THEIR WORDS TO THE ENDS OF THE WORLD.” “But I say, surely Israel did not know, did they? At the first
Moses says, “I WILL MAKE YOU JEALOUS BY THAT WHICH IS NOT A NATION, BY A NATION WITHOUT
UNDERSTANDING WILL I ANGER YOU.” ®And Isaiah is very bold and says, “I WAS FOUND BY THOSE
WHO SOUGHT ME NOT, I BECAME MANIFEST TO THOSE WHO DID NOT ASK FOR ME.” *"But as for
Israel He says, “ALL THE DAY LONG I HAVE STRETCHED OUT MY HANDS TO A DISOBEDIENT AND
OBSTINATE PEOPLE.”” (Romans 10:16-21)

his Bible passage talks about people who disobey the gospel. It

mentions the prophet Isaiah’s cry, “Lord, who has believed our
report?” It shows Paul's concern for the Jews who indeed heard
God's good news, but rejected it. Even today, God's servants preach
His message, but believers disobey it. They go to church, listen to
God's Word, but only hear what interests them. They disobey the
Word of God. They go against the gospel! Their corrupt and stubborn
hearts make them value temporary pleasures over eternal happiness.
Instead of believing God, they believe in their own methods and
opinions. They want the comfortable life here and now, so they go to
church to listen and practice for earthly pleasures. They do not
sincerely love God's Word. They do not trust God. They do not obey
the gospel, and their disobedience leads to the accumulation of more
sin, God told Israel, "All the day long | have stretched out My hands
to a disobedient and obstinate people”(v. 21). God implores you to
turn to Him. Like Israel, please do not continue to go against the
gospel.

The gospel is God's command to humans. Jesus said, “Repent and
believe in the gospel”(Mk. 1:15). On judgment day, no one will have
an excuse because, "God is now declaring to men that all people
everywhere should repent”(Acts. 17:30). This does not come to us
by human authority, but by divine order. This is God's grace and
curse. If you repent, you will be blessed, if not, you will be
destroyed. The Holy Spirit, through believers, will set forth the truth
of the gospel in such a clear light that people are able to accept or
reject it intelligently. Jesus said, "And He, when He comes, will
convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and judgment;
concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me"(Jn. 16:8&9).
Jesus Christ is the gospel. '

It is a sin to refuse the gospel. You have the wonderful opportunity
to choose. Jesus told His disciples, “Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to all creation. He who has believed and has been
baptized shall be saved: but he who has disbelieved shall be
condemned” (Mk. 16:15&16). Whoever is humble and believes the
gospel will receive God's gift, and they will have perfect freedom
because they believed Jesus’ command. Whoever does not obey
His commandment will ultimately receive death. Are you seeking
eternal comfort? You have a responsibility to choose His order.
Suicide of your physical body is a terrible sin, but is not suicide of
your soul even worse? Please, do not be stupid and disregard God's
command. The gospel is a wonderful gift. It is the only defense
against the grave. It comes down from heaven as a celebration party
to which you are invited (see Mt. 22:2). If you throw the invitation in

the garbage, you will face the wrath of God (see Mt. 22:7). The
prodigal son repented and returned to his father. He made the right
choice. We have the opportunity to make the same decision. We can
come back to God because He provided a way. He orders us to take
this one and only way. Please cbey the gospel.

Why should we obey the gospel? Foremost, the gospel is God's
commandment. He is the Creator God and we are His creation. It is
utter stupidity for created beings to go against the Creator. The
gospel contains the love of God. If you ignore salvation, you insult
God's love. God has given us His only begotten Son, “For God so
loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever
believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life”(Jn. 3:16). This
gift is measureless! God's heart is at the center of His gospel. Jesus
told the crowd, “For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who
beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and |
Myself will raise him up on the last day”(Jn. 6:40). The gospel is
realized in Jesus Christ. He said, “He who eats My flesh and drinks
My blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last day” (Jn.
6:54). Ask yourself right now whether you should accept or refuse
the gospel. If you are delaying by thinking you need to consider it
more, | beg you not to hurt your soul any further.

My dear friend, the gospel is not just about hearing, liking,
professing, or even proclaiming the good news, but it is all about
obedience. Obedience requires faith in Jesus Christ. It means giving
up your own righteousness, your own will, and repenting and living
under His teaching and will. You do not belong to yourself, but to
Christ. Without Christ, your heart is hard and your neck is stiff. When
you give up and give yourself completely to Jesus, your heart
softens and your neck relaxes. Make the decision to listen to Jesus’
voice. Deny yourself, take the cross He has given you, and follow
Him heavenward with faith. This is total obedience. This is the
message in today's Bible passage. Paul wanted the church at Rome
to understand that “faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the
word of Christ”(v. 17). The Jewish people heard the good news, but
disobeyed it. Paul wanted to make sure that believers were really
obeying. Let us be humble, repent, and ask Jesus to forgive us and
come into our hearts. Let us ask Jesus to help us deny ourselves, to
give us the strength to take our cross that He made for us, and to
give us the faith to follow Him by His will, not our own. Let us deeply
pray for God's help in obeying His gospel. Without the gospel, we
are lost because no one but Jesus Christ, the Son of God, can unite
us with God. Amen. 4
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