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Sermon for Next Sunda

| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

THE BLESSING OF GIVING AND RECEIVING

7[5 it not to divide your bread with the hungry And bring the homeless poor into the house;
When you see the naked, to cover him; And not to hide yourself from your own flesh?
®“Then your light will break out like the dawn, And your recovery will speedily spring forth;
And your righteousness will go before you; The glory of the LORD will be your rear guard. -
2%Those from among you will rebuild the ancient ruins; You will raise up the age-old foundations;
And you will be called the repairer of the breach, The restorer of the streets in which to dwell. (Isaiah 58:7~12)

Today’s message is the word of the Lord. God is crying out “loudly”
to tell you how to receive real blessings(ls. 568:1). The Israelites,
like today's Christians, really wanted to get God's blessings but they
didn’t. The reason they missed out is because they didn't grasp what
the Lord wanted them to do. They did what they thought was
acceptable to God. God wants you “---to loosen the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the bands of the yoke, and to let the oppressed
go free"(ls. 58:6). Jesus said, "Come to Me, all who are weary and
heavy-laden, and | will give you rest. Take My yoke upon you and learn
from Me, for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for
your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light"(Mt.
11:28~30). The church of Christ has to proclaim the gospel, so that
God's people can receive salvation and be freed from the bondages
and ultimate destruction of sin. If you want to receive Ged's blessings,
then you have to learn to give. Christ Himself gave His life on the cross
to provide your salvation. Paul proclaimed, “| have been crucified with
Christ; and it is no longer | who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life
which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself up for me"(Gal. 2:20).

All the heroes in the Bible, the men and women of real faith, gave
their lives as martyrs, "and others experienced mockings and
scourgings, yes, also chains and imprisonment. They were stoned,
they were sawn in two, they were tempted, they were put to death
with the sword; they went about in sheepskins, in goatskins, being
destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (men of whom the world was not
worthy), wandering in deserts and mountains and caves and holes in
the ground. And all these, having gained approval through their faith,
did not receive what was promised, because God had provided
something better for us, so that apart from us they would not be made
perfect”(Heb. 11:36~40). Even the early church members gave to
enable others to survive, "And the congregation of those who believed
were of one heart and soul; and not one of them claimed that anything
belonging to him was his own, but all things were common property to
them" (Acts 4:32). Paul emphasized God's giving and receiving law,
“Now this | say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he
who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must do just
as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver”(2Cor. 9:6~7). It is very sad that so many
of today's Christians don‘t think this way. The truth is that how much
of Ged's blessing you want to receive depends on how much you give.

My dear friend, the Lord commands Christians to give. God charges
you to give to the hungry, homeless, and naked, “Is it not to divide
your bread with the hungry and bring the homeless poor into the
house; when you see the naked, to cover him; and not to hide yourself
from your own flesh”(ls. 58:7)? Spiritually, the lost and poor need the
Word of God; they need to be given the gospel. Giving is first and
blessings follow. Jesus Christ gives us everything, “For you know the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your
sake He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become
rich”(2Cor. 8:9). Giving to others means you are following Jesus. Your

salvation should always remind you to give. A giving church becomes a
growing church! If you judge, condemn, and do not forgive others,
then both men and God will treat you the same, and you shall be
judged, condemned and unforgiven both on earth and in heaven. Start
giving and live a true Christian life.

My dear friend, the Lord makes a promise to Christian givers. VWhen -
you give, God will give you more, “And if you give yourself to the
hungry and satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then your light will rise in
darkness and your gloom will become like midday. And the Lord will
continually guide you, and satisfy your desire in scorched places, and
give strength to your bones; and you will be like a watered garden, and
like a spring of water whose waters do not fail”(ls. 58:10~11). God
pours good things upon Christian givers. Jesus said, “Give, and it will
be given to you. They will pour into your lap a good measure—pressed
down, shaken together, and running over. For by your standard of
measure it will be measured to you in return”(Lk. 6:38). Giving is an
investment in your future, Proverbs 19:17 says, “One who is gracious
to a poor man lends to the Lord, and He will repay him for his good
deed.” Giving is like sowing seeds, without sowing there is no reaping.
“Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,
this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh will from
the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from
the Spirit reap eternal life"(Gal. 6:7~8). While you still have
opportunity, choose to do good to all people, especially to those who
are of the household of the faith, and give what you can to those in
need.

My dear friend, the Lord guarantees Christian givers a reward,
“Those from among you will rebuild the ancient ruins; you will raise up
the age-old foundations; and you will be called the repairer of the
breach, the restorer of the streets in which to dwell”(ls. 58:12). God's
principle is clear and challenging: a person receives what he gives.
Galatians 6:9 encourages, "Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in
due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.” This very powerful
statement from Jesus should open your eyes, “For whoever wishes to
save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life for My sake will find
it"(Mt. 16:25). If you give your life to Christ, you will get eternal life.
However, if you try to horde your material and spiritual blessings for
yourself, you will lose your life. Giving ultimately results in receiving.
There is no greater reward than eternal life. If you want to receive the
blessing of eternal life, then listen to the Lord God and give of yourself
to Christ and others.

Giving and receiving are wonderful blessings. As a Christian, giving is
a tremendous practice that leads to great blessings, "Then your light
will break out like the dawn, and your recovery will speedily spring
forth; and your righteousness will go before you; the glory of the Lord
will be your rear guard, Then you will call, and the Lord will answer;
You will cry, and He will say, ‘Here | am.” If you remove the yoke from
your midst, the pointing of the finger and speaking wickedness"(ls.
58:8~9). Please be a giver of faith and receive God's grace with
appreciation and thanksgiving. Amen. |
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