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WONDERFUL CONVERT

62Two others also, who were criminals, were being led away to be put to death with Him.

“3When they came to the place called The Skull, there they crucified Him and the criminals,

one on the right and the other on the left. - “’And he was saying, “Jesus, remember me

when You come in Your kingdom!” “’And He said to him, “Truly I say to you,

today you shall be with Me in Paradise.”
(Luke 23:32~43)

hroughout Christian history there have been many conversions.

People from all different backgrounds, rich and poor, sick and
healthy, Jew and Gentile, have made the decision to receive God's
gracious provision of salvation. The Bible mentians the converted,
like the Samaritan woman at the well (Jn. 4), the apostle Paul (Acts
9), the man born blind (Jn. 9), Cornelius and his whole family (Acts
10), and many others. Perhaps the most difficult and most
remarkable conversion is the thief on the cross. The paths of three
men met in the midst of dying on their crosses. Two of these men
were completely guilty, and one was completely pure and innocent.
Two of these men were paying their debts to society, but only one,
Jesus Christ, was paying the debt of sin for others. Two of these
men were dying in sin, and only one was dying for sinners. Of the
two criminals hanging upon their crosses, one of them changed
into a saint. His conversion story shows the incredible power of
amazing faith, Let's look at this wonderful convert and see what
makes his conversion so remarkable.

This wonderful convert was part of a remarkable prophecy. As
Jesus was carrying His cross, "Two others also, who were
criminals, were being led away to be put to death with Him"(Lk.
23:32). When the men reached the crucifixion site, called the Skull,
they were crucified. Jesus was placed in the middle, so that one
criminal hung to His right and the other hung to His left. Isaiah had
prophesied, “By oppression and judgment He was taken away; and
as for His generation, who considered that He was cut off out of
the land of the living for the transgression of my people, to whom
the stroke was due? His grace was assigned with wicked men, yet
He was with a rich man in His death, because He had done no
violence, nor was there any deceit in His mouth”(ls. 53:8~9). The
Jewish religious leaders oppressed God's truth, Pilate’s judgment
led Jesus to the cross, and the Jewish people had no idea that
Jesus was dying for them. Also, Jesus’ body was allocated for
burial with others who had died on the cross, but a rich man named
Joseph of Arimathea got permission from Pilate to bury Him in his
gravesite(Jn. 19:38). Jesus fulfilled many Old Testament
prophecies, some converged at the cross, during His earthly life.
There are still prophecies to be fulfilled, and believers take heart in
their fulfillment based upon those already filled. Most assuredly, the
convert was unaware of Jesus fulfilling prophecy, but nonetheless
he was an eyewitness.

This wonderful convert made a remarkable prayer. As the other
criminal was hurling abuse at Jesus, he rebuked him and said, “Do

you not even fear God, since you are under the same sentence of
condemnation? And we indeed are suffering justly, for we are
receiving what we deserve for our deeds; but this man has done
nothing wrong"(Lk. 23:40~41). The convert admitted his guilt. This
thief realized he was a sinner and saw justice in his punishment. He
asked Jesus, "Jesus, remember me when You come in Your
kingdom"(Lk. 23:42). He proclaimed the rightecusness of Christ.
He had never seen a miracle by Jesus, nor witnessed His preaching
and teaching. There were many Jews, Pharisees, and scribes who
saw Jesus' miracles but they did not believe in Him. As a matter of
fact, they were the ones who wanted him killed. Yet, this thief
confessed Jesus as Lord. He didn't ask Jesus to help him escape
his cross. He didn't ask Jesus to help relieve his current pain. This
man asked Jesus to remember him in the future when Jesus
comes into His kingdom. He believed that Jesus would establish
His kingdom. This man looked at the crucified Jesus, not the
glorified Jesus. He saw Jesus with no power, bleeding and dying,
and still saw His King. Isn’t his prayer a remarkable prayer? The
other thief, like most peaple, didn’t think Jesus could save anyone.
Jesus saved the man who confessed and changed him.

This wonderful convert received a remarkable promise. Jesus
said to him, “Truly | say to you, today you shall be with Me in
Paradise”(Lk. 23:43). How can it be? All his life this thief did
nothing good. He was being justly hung for doing bad things, but he
looked at the crucified Lord and really prayed and believed. His
heart really wanted Jesus to remember him, and Jesus did. Jesus
told him, ‘today!’ On the cross, Jesus made only one promise and
that promise was for this thief. Jesus' promise let believers know
that salvation by faith alone assures heaven immediately following
death. Jesus said today!

Oh sinners, never give up. The thief who believed in Jesus is one
of the biggest evidences of oppertunity. It doesn’t matter what
kind of sinner you are, If you confess Jesus Christ with faith you
will be saved. Please don’'t wait. Please don't rely on appearances
or how things seem to be in this world, like the thief who cursed
Jesus, for to him it appeared that Jesus was defeated, when in
reality He was at the threshold of the greatest victory of all time.
Please don't give up the wonderful opportunity to change. Jesus is
the Lord, Savior, and Redeemer of God's children. If you want to be
counted as a child of God and receive eternal life, then put your
trust in Jesus. No one is promised tomorrow, so take advantage of
today. Amen. H
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