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REAL
THANKS
GIVING

(Luke 18:11~14)

"But the tax-gatherer,
standing some distance away,
was even unwilling to

lift up his eyes to heaven,
but was beating his breast,
saying, *

God, be merciful to me,

the sinner!' I tell you,

this man went down

to his house justified rather than
the other for everyone

who exalts himself

shall be humbled,

but he who humbles

himself shall be exalted.”

Fugd

H7065

loday is Thanksgiving Sunday. It's the day that
Teveryune wants to give thanks to the Lord.
Many people are thankful for hearing the Word of
God preached each Sunday. Some people are
grateful for their health, wealth, and general
welfare. A number of people appreciate the good
weather. And certain people are just happy to be
here. I know a lot of people came to church today
to worship, give their offering, and prepare all
different foods for this special tme. Each person
here wishes to give thanks to the Lord. But what
are we really thankful for?

What’s the real meaning of Thanksgiving?
Psalm 105:1 says, “Oh give thanks to the Lord,
call upon His name; make known His deeds among
the peoples.” The psalmist goes on to say, “He has
remembered His covenant forever, the word which
He commanded to a thousand generations, the
covenant which He made with Abraham, and His
oath to Isaac. Then He confirmed it to Jacob for a
statute, to Israel as an everlasting covenant™ (vv. 8-
10). This Psalmist is giving appreciation to the
Lord God for His eternal promise.

When believers give real thanksgiving there is
real power because spiritually they have peace and
joy. They are happy. Jesus taught this principle in
the story concerning two men, a Pharisee and a tax
collector, who went up into the temple to pray.
Pharisees were considered to be high, mighty, and
righteous people and tax collectors were looked
upon as low, weak, and sinful people. These two
men went before God to give their appreciation
and thanksgiving. Let’s learn the heart of real
thanksgiving by closely observing these two men.

“The Pharisee stood and was praying this to
himself: ‘God, I thank You that I am not like other
people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like
this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes
of all that T get’”(vv. 11&12). This man lives a
moral life and does moral things, but he doesn’t
know what he really needs from God. He truly
prays to the Lord but he doesn’t realize that he is a
sinner. He thinks he's clean. He doesn’t know that
he is giving thanksgiving for the wrong things.
He's a religious leader who is looked up to by
many people. Just think how many souls
misunderstand and follow him for the wrong
things. This guy doesn't have a clue concerning
the grace of God. God did a wonderful thing in
sending His Son to die for him, but thissman
doesn’t know and only shows the Lord what he has
done. He focuses on human effort. He thinks God
operates on a merit system and thus can be put in
man's debt through good works. He sees himself
as better than the guy next to him because he didnt
do whatever bad things that guy did.

‘What this Pharisee needs is personal salvation
through faith in Christ. He needs the one thing he
can't earn by his good works. Amen. Salvation
can only be received as a gift, “For by grace you
have been saved through faith; and that not of
yourselves, it is the gift of God; not as a result of
works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8-9).
This Pharisee is proud. He’s unconcerned about
the publican. The differences between him and the
tax collector fill him with pride rather than
compassion. True thanksgiving produces thankful

living. When you’re thankful for salvation, you
tell others of Christ. When you’re thankful for the
provisions God has blessed you with, you share
them with others. When you're thankful for the
kindness God has bestowed upon you, you pass it
on. When you're thankful for Christian
fellowship, you extend that fellowship. When
you're thankful for prayer, you pray for others.
This is the spirit of real thanksgiving. Sharing
God's love with one another is true thanksgiving.
‘When the Holy Spirit comes into your heart you
will have spiritual blessings and be able to witness
to other people. You will have true thanksgiving to
the Lord.

The Pharisee was unchanged when he returned
home. What a sad situation. True thanksgiving
changes you. This Pharisee didn’t have true
thanksgiving and because of it he went home
without change. Indeed, by going to the temple he
went to a very good place. He also went for a very
good purpose, to pray. The problem is that he went
home unchanged because of his pride. He didn't
think he needed change. He didn’t think he had to
change. Millions of believers leave God’s house
each Sunday unchanged. Please don’t let that
happen to you today. On this Thanksgiving
Sunday, open your heart completely and give God
the praise and gratitude He deserves. True
thanksgiving will change you and open the door to
eternal life. You will spiritually change when the
Son of God, the blood of the Lamb, comes upon
you.

You can see true thanksgiving in the tax
collector’s actions. He stood some distance away
from the Pharisee and was even unwilling to lift up
his eyes to heaven. He pounded his chest, praying
“God, be merciful to me, the sinner”(v. 13)! This
publican faced his sins and in seeking God sought
forgiveness. There’s nothing superficial about his
response. He knew he was a sinner. He knew
God’s mercy. Praise God, this man went home a
new man. He went home forgiven. Jesus said, “1
tell you, this man went to his house justified rather
than the other; for everyone who exalts himself
will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will
be exalted”(v. 14). What a change! Now, this tax
collector could be truly thankful.

Do you have true thanksgiving in your heart or
are you just thankful that your son got into a good
college, or that your daughter is beautiful, or that
you got a promotion and will make more money?
Are you proud of these type of things? Don’t be
like the Pharisee. You are dealing with the Lord
God who gave His son for your eternal life. Are
you thankful for that? Do you really see and
understand that you are a sinner in need of
salvation? Bring all your burdens and troubles to
Christ and He will have mercy upon you. Don’t
come to Him with your human pride. Only
through His grace can you be changed. True
thanksgiving changes you because God wants to
change you. That's why He sent His Son to die
upon the cross. Don’t go home unchanged. Don't
go home with your pride. I hope you will leave
this holy place today with true thankfulness to God
and be changed and receive His gift. 1
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