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| Sermon for Next Sunday |

MARY MAGDALENE'S FAITH

“ Now after He had risen early on the first day of the week, He first appeared to Mary Magdalene, from
whom He had cast out seven demons. "” She went and reported to those who had been with Him, while they
were mourning and weeping. " And when they heard that He was alive, and had been seen by her, they
refused to believe it. (Mark 16:9~11)

here is something very special about Mary Magdalene's faith. You

cannot ignore it because she was the first person Jesus appeared
to after His resurrection, “Now after He had risen early on the first day
of the week, He first appeared to Mary Magdalene, from whom He
had cast out seven demons”(v. 8). The gospel of John even describes
part of their conversation, “Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you
weeping? Whom are you seeking?’ Supposing Him to be the gardener,
she said to Him, 'Sir if you have carried Him away, tell me where you
have laid Him, and | will take Him away." Jesus said to her, ‘Mary!" She
turned and said to Him in Hebrew, ‘Rabboni!’ (Which means,
Teacher)” (Jn. 20:15&16). After their encounter, "She went and
reported to those who had been with Him, while they were mourning
and weeping”(v. 10). She was the first one to proclaim God's
wonderful secret. She told His disciples and Peter that she saw Him,
but “they refused to believe it"(v. 11).

As Jesus suffered and died on the cross, Mary stayed near Him,
“There were also some women looking on from a distance, among
whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the
Less and Joses, and Salome"”(Mk. 15:40). His disciples fled, but Mary
kept close. She even followed His body to His grave, "Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joses were looking on to see
where He was laid”(Mk. 15:47), and after the Sabbath, she bought
spices to anocint Him (Mk. 16:1). When she found out that Jesus’ body
was not in His tomb, she did not want to leave. Her deep loyalty and
true love for Jesus shined through her actions. Jesus forgave her sins,
and healed her of seven demons. His love was real. She followed Him
in a special way, the way of faith, because she really loved Him too.

Mary Magdalene was the first to witness the most mysterious event
in human history. Nothing before or after it can compare to the
wonders that took place between heaven and earth. The human mind
cannot explain the resurrection. We are limited to this earth in time,
material, and space, but Jesus died and became alive, He made our
limited environment unlimited, endless, and eternal. If we join with
Him, we too can have eternal life. He frees us from time, space, and
material things, which is a precious miracle. It is God’s secret! He
destroyed death and made available eternity to mortal beings. Jesus
said, “| am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the
Father but through Me"(Jn. 14:6).

Everyone believed in Jesus' day that He definitely died. Mary
Magdalene was the first to witness the miracle of His resurrection.
She saw Him alive. She touched Him and talked to Him. She believed
in His resurrection. She had faith, hope, and love. These things come
from heaven. You cannot obtain them any other way. Human
goodness or will cannot produce faith, hope, and love. what the world
calls love is not really love. It is just a limited, and therefore worthless,
version of reality. Real faith, hope, and love are beyond human will,
and come from Jesus Christ alone. No matter how smart or wise one
may be, humans cannot figure out on their own God's secret of
resurrection. Mary could understand this resurrection because she had
faith, hope, and love.

Now a day, the Christian church does a poor job explaining the

resurrection of Jesus Christ. Their judgments are way off because this
miracle concerns heaven and earth, it shows things going from limited
to unlimited, from death to life, and you must have faith from heaven
in order to understand. You have to hear God's eternal voice. Jesus
said, “Truly | say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of
God like a child will not enter it at all”(Lk. 18:17). What does this
mean? It means you must have simple faith, so that you can hear
God's eternal voice. If your pride or own will shows, you will not be
able to hear Him.

Jesus is alive! He is the risen Savior. | hope this is your faith. | hope
this is your praise. | hope this is your whole act of worship. Your faith
needs to be deep within your heart. It cannot be superficial. It is not
just an Easter Day timeframe. You need faith at all times, so you can
see the resurrected Jesus Christ. He is alive! He will live forever and
ever.

My dear friend, Good Friday is not just a bad day. When you look at it
with faith, it is a wonderful day because Jesus replaced your death
with His. Personally, | have had several experiences with death and
life, but never have | witnessed someone completely die and come
back to life. | have never seen it. Jesus' death and resurrection
requires that we stand on faith and faith alone. He not only came back
to life, but created life eternal for those who believe in Him.

Today is Easter Sunday. It is a day of faith because Jesus is alive. Do
you believe it? Our faith needs to be refreshed. We need to recover
from getting colder or warmer. Our hearts and will need to be aligned
with almighty things. We have to agree with what God shows us, and
He shows us His secret. God's secret means He gives eternal life to
those who believe in His Son. He gives truth to those with faith.
Abraham practiced His faith, but He never received the Promised
Land. He lived as a traveler, in tents, not his eternal home, but His
heart believed. Hebrews 11:8-12 says, “By faith Abraham, when he
was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for
an inheritance; and he went out, not knowing where he was going. By
faith he lived as an alien in the land of promise, as in a foreign land,
dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same
promise; for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose
architeet and builder is God. By faith even Sarah herself received
ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she
considered Him faithful who had promised. Therefore, also, there was
born of one man, and him as good as dead at that, as many
descendants as the stars of heaven in number, and innumerable as the
sand which is by the seashore.” Abraham trusted God for the things
yet to come.

Jesus calls us, “Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden,
and | will give you rest”(Mt. 11:28). Today is the day of faith. Look at
Mary Magdalene. She was as lost as one can be, with seven demons,
but she came to Jesus and received faith, hope, and love. On that first
resurrection day, she received freedom, She was the first to witness
God's wonderful secret, and the first to proclaim the wonderful news.
If you believe in Jesus, you will receive faith, hope, and love. He will
change your limited life to an eternal life in His kingdom. Amen. 4
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