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|| Sermon for Next Sunday |

IN REMEMBRANCE OF ME

@ For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus in the night
in which He was betrayed took bread; *’and when He had given thanks, He broke it, and said,
“This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” *”In the same way He took the
cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” (1 Corinthians 11:23-25)

esus Christ commands His followers to partake of His bread and
\.qup in remembrance of Him. This order is very simple, yet
intricately filled with glorious meaning. This charge is perfectly clear,
but over the last two-thousand years the church, particularly the
Catholic church, has clouded its practice. When you look at how
Jesus started this wonderful meal, you see that it was not a big and
fancy celebration or complicated ordeal. Jesus took some bread, gave
thanks, broke it into pieces, and before handing it to His disciples,
said "This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of
Me"(v. 24). In the same way, He picked up a cup, gave thanks, and
before passing it to His disciples, said “This cup is the new covenant
in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of
Me"{v. 25). It is apparent that Jesus wanted His followers to eat His
bread and drink from His cup only in remembrance of Him. His
instructions are simple and clear, but people try to ritualize this holy
sacrament with other things. No one should add or subtract anything
from the Lord's Supper.

The principal goal of the Lord's Supper is for believers to remember
that Jesus Christ died for sinners. He became the sacrificial Lamb of
God, “having offered one sacrifice for sins for all time,” so that “by
one offering He has perfected for all time those who are
sanctified”(Heb. 10:12&14). He wants us never to forget His death
upon a cross, His once and for all sufficient sacrifice. When you look
at the Lord's Supper, you see that Jesus does not emphasize other
things, He only points out the significance of His death. He is the only
deliverer from worldly sin. As you take His bread and cup, the act
itself is like a sermon. It should not be ritualistic but realistic. Your
heart needs to be appreciative and sincere, not hypocritical.

The Lord’s Supper is just for remembering Jesus. If you never
married, then you cannot remember your marriage. However, you
were born, and so you do recognize one day out of the year as your
birthday. You also have experience remembering the freedom of our
country on August 15. People around here get very excited about
remembering that day. Did you get excited walking into church today,
knowing that you were about to remember Jesus? If you do not
know Him, you ebviously cannot remember Him, and if you do not
experience Him, you cannot remember Him. Jesus reconciles all
things to Himself, "having made peace through the blood of His
cross; through Him, | say, whether things on earth or things in

heaven”(Col. 1:20). Do you have this kind of experience? You cannot
remember if it never happened to you. Can you say, "I have been
crucified with Christ; and it is not longer | who live, but Christ lives in
me; and the life which | now live in the flesh | live by faith in the Son
of God, who loved me and gave Himself up for me?"(Gal. 2:20).

The Lord's Supper is for you. It is an individual experience, not a
group experience. Jesus broke the bread and gave each of His
disciples a piece to eat; in the same way, He took the cup for each
disciple to have their own drink. It is a historical fact that Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, died for you! His sacrifice was personal, not
corporate. He died on a cross to forgive your sin. He delivers you from
death, not a group of people. Indeed, as a church we come together
to celebrate the Lord’s Supper, but we do so individually. You cannot
rely on your neighbor to remember Jesus for you. This is something
you must do alone. As a believer, you have to have a relationship with
Jesus' death in order to partake of His Supper. Jesus said that the
bread and cup represent His flesh and blood. This is the gospel
message; Christ died for you, so that you could live. There is no other
way to eternal life but through Him. Without Jesus, your condition is
terminal. You have no other hope for survival but through Him. You
are a born sinner, and the price for any sin is death. In other words,
without Jesus you are headed straight for hell, Sin is your biggest
problem, and Jesus is your only solution. No one can possibly keep all
God's laws, and anyone who breaks even one is cursed, “Cursed is
everyone who does not abide by all things written in the book of the
law, to perform them"(Gal. 3:10). Praise God, “Christ redeemed us
from the curse of the Law, having become a curse for us—for it is
written, ‘Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree'”(Gal. 3:13).
Galatians 4:4&5 say, “But when the fullness of the time came, God
sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He
might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive
the adoption as sons.”

If Jesus is your Redeemer, Savior, and Lord, then come now and
remember Him at His Table. He died for your sins. The bread you are
about to eat should remind you of His body, which He sacrificed in
order for you to have the opportunity to relate with God. The cup you
are about to drink should remind you of His blood, which cleanses all
your sin and makes you holy. Please, as you take the wonderful bread
and cup Jesus offers, do so in remembrance of Him. i
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