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Sermon for Next Sunda

| Sermon for Next Sunday ||

AN UNWORTHY MANNER

Therefore whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner,
shall be guilty of the body and the blood of the Lord.
(1Corinthians 11:27)

he Lord’s Supper commemorates the atoning of Jesus Christ
T on behalf of His people. When Christians take the bread and
the cup they are saying loud and clear that they are sinners,
condemned in the sight of their Holy God. They are
acknowledging that they are guilty of nothing but punishment and
death. In essence, they are also saying that although they
deserve hell, God in His mercy, love, and grace has dealt with
their sins and that they are surely saved. They are testifying that
their hope is in Christ alone. They delight in His shed blood by
which they have been made acceptable to God. Indeed, the
Lord's Supper is only for those who can say these things. Those
who cannot confess such truths, yet still partake in the Lord's
Supper; do so in an unworthy manner. Let's look at the meaning
and worthy manners of the Lord's Supper.

The Lord's Supper is a feast of love. God's greatest gift is His
love. It is the best gift anyone can receive. 1Corinthians 13:2~3
say, “If | have the gift of prophecy, and know all mysteries and all
knowledge; and if | have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but
do not have love, | am nothing. And if | give all my possessions to
feed the poor, and if | surrender my body to be burned, but do not
have love, it profits me nothing.” Churches that operate their
meetings and services in the most excellent of manners, but do
not feel God's love are nothing. Great sermons, great music, and
great fellowship that exclude God's love are worthless. God's love
must always be emphasized. 1John 4:8~9 say, "The one who
does not love does not know God, for God is love. By this the
love of God was manifested in us, that God has sent His only
begotten Son into the world so that we might live through Him.”
God is love. 1John 5:1 says, "Whoever believes that Jesus is the
Christ is born of God, and whoever loves the Father loves the
child born of Him.” The church cannot substitute other things for
God's love. When God's love is lost, the church becomes proud
and selfish. It begins to manifest its own methods and feasts. It
stops loving the lowly and poor and starts emphasizing the high
and rich. Jesus sacrificed for the lost and poor. He died for
sinners.

The Lord's Supper gives you a sense of sin. If you don't feel
your sin, then your manners are unworthy for the Lord’s Supper.
If you raise your pride God voids you because it is not Jesus’
blood and body that you think are great, but rather your own.
Jesus sacrificed His body, so that His blood could remove the
penalty of sin. God only accepts the blood of Jesus for the

forgiveness of sin. Sin is a very, very serious matter. Do you think
your sin is really a serious matter? Paul noticed that the
Corinthian church lost Jesus' love, “for in your eating each one
takes his own supper first; and one is hungry and another is
drunk. What! Do you not have houses in which to eat and drink?
Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have
nothing? What shall | say to you? Shall | praise you? In this | will
not praise you"(1Cor. 11:21~22). As saved ones, let us come
together today with Christ's love in our hearts. Let us in a worthy
manner wait for one another, “But if we judged ourselves rightly,
we would not be judged. But when we are judged, we are
disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along
with the world. So then, my brethren, when you come together
to eat, wait for one another”(1Cor. 11:31~33).

The Lord's Supper is a time of judgment on the church’s sin.
1Corinthians 11:29~30 say, "For he who eats and drinks, eats
and drinks judgment to himself if he does not judge the body
rightly. For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a
number sleep.” God takes corrective action. Paul told the
Corinthian church that God had sent physical affliction and even
death for sinning in this manner in the church. To neglect the
privilege of partaking in the Lord’s Supper in a worthy manner
brings judgment. It is our responsibility to do the will of Ged, not
aur own will. Hebrews 12:11 reminds us, "All discipline for the
moment seems not to be joyful, but sorrowful; yet to those who
have been trained by it, afterwards it yields the peaceful fruit of
righteousness.” The church should understand the will of God, so
as not to follow their will. God “works all things after the counsel
of His will"(Eph. 1:11). Romans 8:28 says, "And we know that
God causes all things to work together for good to those who
love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.”
Jesus said, “We must work the works of Him who sent Me as
long as it is day; night is coming when no one can work” (Jn. 9:4).
Knowing and doing God's will is important.

My dear friends, please come today to the Lord's Supper in a
worthy manner, recognizing the significance of this feast of love,
sensing your sin, and knowing that an unworthy manner brings
judgment. Let the grace of God, which changed your nature and
gave you faith, soften your heart and fill you with heavenly joy. Do
not come today because of church ritual. Do not come today
pretending to be humble. Do not come today by your own
authority. Do not come in an unworthy manner! 4
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