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Sermon for Next Sunday

| Sermon for Next Sunday |

LORD, WILL YOU KEEP SILENT
AND AFFLICT US BEYOND MEASURE?

“Your holy cities have become a wilderness, Zion has become a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation.
MOur holy and beautiful house, Where our fathers praised You, Has been burned by fire;
And all our precious things have become a ruin. “”Will You restrain Yourself at these things,
O LORD? Will You keep silent and afflict us beyond measure?
(Isaiah 64:10~12)

n today's Bible verses, Isaiah cries out to the Lord God to

intervene, “Your holy cities have become a wilderness, Zion
has become a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation. Qur holy and
beautiful house, where our fathers praised You, has been burned
by fire; And all our precious things have become a ruin. Will You
restrain Yourself at these things, O Lord? Will You keep silent
and afflict us beyond measure”(ls, 64:10~12). The Israelites are
experiencing tremendous suffering and really looking for God to
step in and make things better. Isaiah doesn’t understand why
God is keeping quiet at such a crucial time. Indeed, there are
times when we can identify with Isaiah’s cry, like whenever the
innocent die at the hand of oppressors, or the wicked carry out
carnage and are not judged. When tragedy strikes our family or
nation, we wonder what God is doing and why the unthinkable
is happening. During such times, we need to remember certain
things.

We need to remember that God is extending His grace to all
mankind. Isaiah is calling out for God to do something drastic,
"Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come down, that the
mountains might quake at Your presence”(ls. 64:1). He wants
God to show Himself so that the world will tremble at His
presence. We may have questions about why God doesn’t
prevent pain, or why evil people get away with sin, or even why
God doesn't stop bad things from happening. Actually, if we are
honest with ourselves then we know that we are all sinners
before God and that we have to stand by His judgment. He is
giving everyone the opportunity to accept His grace, “being
justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is
in Christ Jesus; whom God displayed publicly as propitiation in
His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His
righteousness, because in the forbearance of God He passed
over the sins previously committed”(Rom. 3:24~25). Peter tells
us the same thing, “But do not let this one fact escape your
notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand
years, and a thousand years like one day. The Lord is not slow
about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient
toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to
repentance”(2Pet. 3:8~9). What seems like a long delay of
Christ’s return Is because God does not view time as we do and
because He wants more people to repent and receive His grace.
We all deserve God's judgment, but now He is waiting in grace.
This moment in time is an opportunity of grace for each of us.

We need to remember that God is fulfilling His plan, “But
when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son,
born of a woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem

those who were under the law, that we might receive the
adoption as sons”(Gal. 4:4~5). Humanity failed in the Garden of
Eden, but God gave us His promise of salvation{Gen. 3:15). Do
you think the Fall in Eden took Ged by surprise? From the Fall
there was a long wait for the Savior. God kept His promise alive
through the prophets, telling them about the Savior, and that He
would be born through a virgin in Bethlehem. Then came 400
years of prophetic silence, where God did not speak. Finally, a
flurry of angelic activity arrived announcing Jesus Christ being
born in the fullness of time. God is always on time. He was on
time at the cross. He was exactly on time for Christ’s
resurrection. He will be on time with the return of Christ. Are
you ready for that great day? Remember when Jesus' disciples
asked Him, “Lord, is it at this time You are restoring the
kingdom to Israel”(Acts 1:6). Jesus told them, "It is not for you
to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by His own
authority"{Acts 1:7). All we need to know is that God's salvation
plan is full proof!

We need to remember that God is knocking with His pierced
hand, “Behold, | stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears
My voice and opéns the door, | will come in to him and will dine
with him, and he with Me"(Rev. 3:20). Jesus Christ, the Son of
God, humbly came down from heaven to be born as an infant in
a stable and to suffer the cross in obedience to His Father's will.
He died to save you and me from the consequences of our sins,
which is eternal hell. Those who think God does not respond to
human conditions do not hear His voice because of their pride.
Jesus took the lowest and humblest of positions, inviting us to
fellowship with God forever. Jesus is God, the Creator God, and
He came to you and knocked on the door of your soul. Do you
understand how much love that requires? He is with you now
and forever, but when things don't go like you want, you start
questioning how come He doesn't do anything for you. God's
hands move nations and circumstances to bring His people to
salvation. :

My dear friend, have you really heard the voice of Jesus? Have
you recognized His work in your life? Jesus said, “If anyone
loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him,
and We will come to him and make Qur abode with him”(Jn.
14:23). God meets you where you are, responds to your call,
gives you eternal life, and will finally make everything right. Do
you have sincere faith in Jesus Christ? Do you really trust in the
promises of God? If so, then don‘t ask God why He appears
silent during your difficult times. Take comfort in remembering
what He is doing. He will give you peace and victory. Amen. i
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